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DISCLAIMER 
This reference guide contains information to assist with         

the management and administration of Woodlot Licences. 

IT IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE OR PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE. 

The Federation of BC Woodlot Associations is not liable          
to any persons or businesses who use or rely on the 

information contained in this document.  

Woodlot Licensees and other users of this reference guide    
are encouraged to consult the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 

Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development and to 
engage qualified professionals and other persons, as 
necessary, to ensure compliance with all applicable     

legislation and licence obligations. 
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PREAMBLE 
This Reference Guide was developed by the Federation of BC Woodlot Associations (FBCWA) to assist 
woodlot licensees and their consultants find legislation, regulations, licence obligations, policies and 
procedures commonly required to manage and administer a Woodlot Licence (WL).  It contains weblinks 
to key reference information and guidance to key topics and subjects of interests.  It is not a how-to-
manual.  While written to be as complete and comprehensive as possible, it does not cover every 
circumstance or aspect of WL business guidance; but hopefully it will help guide the user to the 
information they require. 

This Reference Guide is considered complementary to the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations & Rural Development’s (FLNRORD) guidance entitled “Managing Your New Timber Tenure in 
British Columbia – An Administrative Guide For First Nations and Other B.C. Communities” (July 2019) 
which can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/managingyournewtimbertenurev2.pdf.   

The Province recently passed the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act.  Virtually every 
aspect of WL administration and management requires consultation with First Nations.  The legal duty 
to consult rests with the Province.  There is no one-size fits all approach.  In some cases, the Province 
will have reached an agreement with First Nations respecting consultation or a district will have 
established protocols.  A WL licensee may be asked to share information regarding their WL as part of 
that agreement of protocol. 

It is impossible to describe the information sharing and consultation requirements for each activity in 
every district in a Reference Guide like this.  WL licensees are advised to consult with the ministry 
frequently to ensure consultative requirements with First Nations regarding their WL business are being 
met.  General information and links to reference material are included in section titled “Consultation 
with First Nations.”   
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To facilitate the use of this guide, the Table of Contents has been set up with jump links. 
‘Click’ on a topic and you will automatically be ‘jumped’ to that section or sub-section. 
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1. BC’s Woodlot Licence Program 
A woodlot licence (WL) is a small, area-based forest tenure awarded by the Province of BC (Forest 
Act, section 12).  It is a partnership between the Province and the tenure holder; i.e. the woodlot 
licensee or licence holder.  In exchange for being granted exclusive rights to harvest timber, a 
woodlot licensee accepts responsibility for sustainably managing the natural resources within the 
entire woodlot licence area including forests, soils, habitats, water flow and quality, recreation and 
other values.  

A woodlot licence is issued over a specified parcel of crown or publicly owned forest land.  The 
maximum amount of crown land in a woodlot licence is 1200 hectares in the interior and 800 
hectares on the coast.  In addition, a WL may include private land.   

A woodlot licence has a 20-year term but is ‘replaceable;’ meaning that it can exist in perpetuity 
providing the licensee fulfills all of the obligations and responsibilities associated with the licence. 

The origin of BC’s Woodlot Licence program dates back to 1948 when the Forest Act was amended 
to allow farmers to acquire farm woodlots.  Today, there are over 850 woodlot licences located 
throughout the province.   

Purpose of the Woodlot Licence Program 

The Woodlot Licence Program (Woodlot Program) was established to increase 
opportunities for small-scale forestry in British Columbia and is designed to:  
▪ increase the amount of private forest land being managed on a sustained yield basis;  
▪ increase the productivity of small parcels of forested land;  
▪ promote local employment opportunities; and 
▪ promote excellence in forest management.  

Support for the concept of small-scale, locally based forestry rests on several perceived 
benefits over large-scale operations, including expectations that there will be:  
▪ increased economic opportunities in British Columbia’s forests;  
▪ better management of the forest;  
▪ a greater investment in silviculture;  
▪ more attention paid to environmental and other non-timber values; and  
▪ more benefits flowing to local communities.  

Managing the Woodlot Licence Program 
Auditor General of BC report – 1999/2000  

The term ‘woodlot’ (as opposed to woodlot licence) usually means privately owned forest land.  
However, it is often used in BC to mean woodlot licence; i.e. the crown tenure. 

2. Legislation 

2.1 Legislation & Regulation 
There is a great deal of legislation and regulations applicable to woodlot licence administration 
and management.  The legislative and regulatory framework is supported by bulletins, memos, 
manuals, guidebooks, policy, training packages, best management practices, strategies, notes, 
etc. that provide interpretations and guidance. 

Effort has been made to cite the most relevant and applicable legislation/regulations, and 
supporting information, in this Reference Guide.  However, it is not exhaustive and WL 
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licensees are advised to exercise due diligence when it comes to knowing and understanding 
applicable legislation, legal obligations and requirements; including the existence and 
applicability of land use or higher-level plans, non-statutory agreements, ministerial orders 
and GAR (Government Action Regulation) orders. 

Also, legislation, regulations, higher-level plans, orders, etc. are subject to change.  WL 
licensee should ensure they are working with the most recent and up to date legislation and 
legal requirements.    

The following are commonly referred to legislation with respect to WLs.  Provincial acts and 
regulations can be found at: http://www.bclaws.ca. 

• Forest Act - The Forest Act and associated regulations govern the awarding, administration, 
requirements and obligations respecting forest tenures, including Woodlot Licences.  

• Forest & Range Practices Act (FRPA) - FRPA and associated regulations governs all aspects 
of forest and range planning and practices including the requirements to have a Woodlot 
Licence Plan (WLP), manage forests to meet government objectives, reforest and achieve 
free growing, maintain and deactivate roads, etc.; i.e. the ‘what’ must be done.   

FRPA regulations, including the Woodlot Licence Planning & Practices Regulation (WLPPR) 
establishes the requirements that WL licensees need to meet in order to comply with FRPA; 
i.e. the ‘who, how & where.’   

• Wildfire Act - the Wildfire Act and Wildfire Regulation establishes government and forest 
tenure licensees’ (including WLs) legal obligations with respect to fire prevention, 
preparedness, suppression and reporting.  For more information including links to key 
references, please see the section of this document entitled “Wildfire Act & Regulations.”  

The following, using FRPA, is an example of a legislative/regulatory framework and 
supporting information that is available. 

Forest & Range Practices Act 
The Act can be found at: 
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/000206901  

FRPA Regulations 
FRPA has the following regulations.   

-  Administrative Orders and Remedies Regulation 
-  Administrative Review and Appeal Procedures Regulation 
-  Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (FPPR) 
-  Forest Recreation Regulation (FRR) 
-  Forest Service Road Use Regulation 
-  Government Actions Regulation (GAR) 
-  Invasive Plants Regulation 
-  Range Planning and Practices Regulation (RPPR) 
-  Security for Forest and Range Practices Regulation 
-  Special Tree Protection Regulation 
-  Woodlot Licence Planning and Practices Regulation (WLPPR) 

 
 
 

http://www.bclaws.ca/
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_02069_01
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A link to each can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-
policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-
act?keyword=FRPA 

FRPA Bulletins 
There are 47 bulletins that support FRPA administration - 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-
policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act/resource-
values?keyword=frpa&keyword=bulletins. 

While many of the bulletins provide useful information, three bulletins are directly 
relevant to WLs. 

#5 - Woodlot Licence Planning: First Nations Information Sharing (Nov. 2006).  
#9 - Interpretative Guidance Respecting Woodlot Licence Plans (Jan. 2007). 
#16 - Interpretive Guidance Respecting the Extension of Woodlot Licence Plans (Jan. 
2016). 

On occasion, supplemental information or an updated bulletin gets posted.  For example, 
with respect to #5, an updated and more comprehensive bulletin entitled “Woodlot 
Licences: Information Sharing and Consultation with First Nations” was produced in May 
2016.  It can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-
and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/firstnationsconsultationbulletin.pdf  

Training, Guidance, Manuals, Templates, etc. 
The following are a few examples of the kind of FRPA support that is available in the form 
of training packages, templates, guidance documents and manuals from various sources 
including FLNRORD, FBCWA and professional organizations.   

- Operational Planning guidance on the Forest Tenures Branch website - 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-
harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence  

- Woodlot Licence Plan training on the FBCWA website - https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/WLP-Training.pdf 

- Best management practices - 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-
stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/best-management-practices. 

- Professional organizations, such as the Association of BC Forest Professionals 
(ABCFP) and Engineers & Geoscientists of BC, post practice guidelines for their 
members.  A WL licensee who is not a member of an association, may be able to 
obtain a copy of professional guidance by contacting the professional organization.  

- RESULTS Business and Policy documentation, including the RESULTS Information 
Submission Specification for WLs - 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-
documentation  

2.2 Land Use Plans & Legal Direction 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act?keyword=FRPA
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act?keyword=FRPA
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act?keyword=FRPA
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act/resource-values?keyword=frpa&keyword=bulletins
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act/resource-values?keyword=frpa&keyword=bulletins
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/forest-range-practices-act/resource-values?keyword=frpa&keyword=bulletins
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/first_nations_consultation_bulletin.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/first_nations_consultation_bulletin.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WLP-Training.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WLP-Training.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/best-management-practices
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/best-management-practices
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation
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Higher-level, strategic plans cover much of the province; i.e. Land Use Plans (LUP), Sustainable 
Resource Management Plans (SRMP), Land & Resource Management Plans (LRMP), and/or 
landscape and watershed level plans.  Most provide legal direction and guidance with which a 
WL must abide unless it has been exempted.  An exemption may exist in a higher-level plan, a 
legal order, or specifically in the applicable legislation or regulation.  Sections 9 & 10 of the 
WLPPR describes the legal objectives that apply or don’t apply to a WL, and for which a result 
or strategy is or isn’t required.  

Land use plans and legal direction for each region of the province can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/regions 

2.3 Orders  
Orders can be established under various legislation.  Orders for the following can be found in 
in the Land & Resource Use Legal Direction Index which is located at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/land-
resource-use-legal-direction-index 

- Resource Management Zones,  
- Old Growth Management Areas,  
- Wildlife Habitat Areas,  
- Wildlife Management Areas,  
- Ungulate Winter Ranges,  
- Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds,  
- Scenic Areas & Visual Quality Objectives, and 
- Resource Features. 

Old Growth - In September 2020, a ministerial order and order-in-council were passed with 
respect to old growth.  Logging was deferred from a number of designated areas.  FLNRORD 
advised that only 1 woodlot licence was located within these areas and the licensee, a First 
Nation, was consulted.  More information about old growth and the deferral areas can be 
found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-
tenure-administration.  

2.4 Other laws may apply - Provincial, Federal & Local Government 
Federal, Provincial and local government (e.g. regional district &/or municipal) laws and bylaws 
that may affect WL licensees and their operations.  For example;  

- Provincial - Industrial Road Act, Land Act, Range Act, Heritage Conservation Act, 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and Professional Governance Act, etc. 

- Federal - Migratory Birds Convention Act and Species at Risk Act;  

- Local government – burning, smoke and noise bylaws.  

Species at Risk  
A species at risk may be a plant, animal or ecological community and may fall under federal or 
provincial legislation.  Species at risk is an ever evolving topic.  Blue and red listed species lists 
are subject to change, new protection measures determined, etc.   

It is strongly recommended that a WL licensee be aware of, and be knowledgeable about, any 
species at risk in or around their WL.  There is no one or 2 definitive sources of information; 
but good starting points are noted below: 

- Provincial Species at Risk  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/regions
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/land-resource-use-legal-direction-index
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/land-resource-use-legal-direction-index
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration
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FRPA, and more specifically, WLPPR sections 9(2)(b) and 9(3) require a WL licensee to act 
in a manner consistent with the objective(s) stated for the survival of a species at risk, 
provided the minister responsible for the Willife Act notifies the WL licensees of the 
species at risk and indicators of the amount, distribution and attributes of necessary 
habitat.   

The BC Conservation Data Center is a good source of information and includes a link to the 
BC Species & Ecosystem Explorer which a tool a WL licensee can use to find out the 
location of BC species at risk relative to their WL area.  It can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-
ecosystems/conservation-data-centre. 

- Federal (Canada) Species at Risk 
Information regarding federal species at risk can be found at 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-plants-species/species-
risk.html.  

2.5 Delegation of Decision-Making 
The person to whom legislation states must make a decision is known as the Statutory 
Decision Maker (SDM).  In BC forestry related legislation, the person cited most often is the 
minister.   

The legislation often states if the minister may delegate certain decisions and specific duties to 
ministry officials.  These officials are referred to as Delegated Decision Makers or DDMs.  For 
example, FRPA states that the minister must approve Woodlot Licence Plans, but the minister 
has delegated that authority to district managers.   

To find out who can make a decision with respect to a certain section of an Act or regulation, 
refer to the appropriate delegation matrix which can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-
policies-standards-guidance/transfer-of-authority. 

3. Woodlot Licence 

3.1 Woodlot Licence - Term & Replacement 
A woodlot licence has a maximum term of 20 years; but the licence may be replaced every 10 
years.  There is no limit to the number of replacements.   

Forest Act section 46(1) says “Unless a woodlot licence provides that a replacement for the 
woodlot licence must not be offered, the minister, during the 6-month period following the 
ninth anniversary of an existing woodlot licence, must offer its licensee a replacement for the 
woodlot licence.”  The WL replacement policy can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/woodlotlicencereplacementpolicy810.pdf  

3.2 Woodlot Licence - Person may hold 2 WLs 
Subject to certain conditions, a person may hold 2 Woodlot Licences (Forest Act section 44). 
However, there are laws governing the holding of two WLs by a corporation - see Forest Act 
sections 44(5) and 44(5.1). 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-plants-species/species-risk.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-plants-species/species-risk.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/transfer-of-authority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/transfer-of-authority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_licence_replacement_policy_810.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_licence_replacement_policy_810.pdf
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3.3 Woodlot Licence - Consolidating 2 WLs 
A WL licensee who holds 2 WLs may find it desirable to consolidate them.  Common reasons 
include:  
- reducing administration; i.e. administer 1 licence instead of two. 
- creating a more viable tenure. 
- filling an age class distribution gap caused by mountain pine beetle, wildfire or other event 

and create a more even flow AAC. 
- consolidating two 600ha or less WLs so they could seek to acquire another WL (and still 

stay under the 2 WLs per licensee maximum stated in the Forest Act). 

The Woodlot Licence Consolidation Guidelines reference the applicable legislation, regulation 
and policy, and describe the steps and procedures to be followed.  The guidelines can be found 
at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/woodlotconsolidationprocedures.pdf. 

3.4 Schedule A (Private) Land 
Private land in a WL is referred to as Schedule A land and is shown on the Exhibit A map in the 
Woodlot Licence agreement; i.e. the licence document.   

For all intents and purposes, by including private land in a WL a licensee is agreeing to manage 
the forests on their private land under the same rules and regulations as the rest of the WL.  
However, not all laws, regulations and rules applicable to crown land apply equally to Schedule 
A land; e.g. no stumpage on private timber, road access across private land, etc.   

Private Managed Forest Land - Managed Forest is a land classification under the BC 
Assessment Authority.  The intent of a separate classification is to encourage and incent 
private landowners to manage their land for long term forest production.  WL licensees may 
wish to look into the costs/benefits of the Private Managed Forest Land program with respect 
to the Schedule A land in their WL, or other private forest land they own.  More information 
can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-
tenures/private-managed-forest-land.  

• Removal of Schedule A (private) Land from a WL 
With the consent of a WL licensee, the minister may remove private land from a WL (Forest 
Act, section 47.1(2)(b)(ii)).  The private land removal policy and guidelines describe the 
eligibility criteria and the procedures to follow:  

- Policy:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/privatelandremovalpolicyfinaldraftapril122018ds.pdf.  

- Guidelines:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/privatelandremovalguidelinesfinaldraftapril122018ds.pdf  

3.5 Change in WL Area or Boundary  
With the consent of the woodlot licensee and in accordance with the regulation (Woodlot 
Licence Regulation, Part 2), the minister may change the area or boundary of a woodlot 
licence.  A change in area or boundary can be requested by a licensee or initiated by the 
ministry.   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_consolidation_procedures.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_consolidation_procedures.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/private-managed-forest-land
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/private-managed-forest-land
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_policy_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_policy_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_policy_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_guidelines_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_guidelines_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/private_land_removal_guidelines_finaldraft_april_12_2018_ds.pdf
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It is strongly recommended that a WL licenses discuss a proposed change in area or boundary 
with the district manager before making a formal request.  There are often multiple 
considerations that need to be taken into account.   

• Schedule B (Crown) Land 
The change in area or boundary may not increase the Crown land area within the WL by 
more than 10%.  In addition, the minister must be satisfied that  
- any area to be added is close to the woodlot licence area, 

- the woodlot licensee’s financial accounts with the government are up to date at the 
time of the change or arrangements satisfactory to the minister responsible for 
Provincial revenue have been made to bring those financial accounts up to date, and 

- the change is appropriate, given the circumstances or conditions applicable to the Crown 
land. 

• Adding Private Land 
Private land owned or leased by the woodlot licensee can be added to the woodlot licence 
area (Forest Act, section 47.1(2)(b)(i)).  There is limit to the amount of private land that can 
be added. 

3.6 Removal of Schedule B (Crown) Land from a WL 
The Province may remove Schedule B (Crown) land from a WL for an access or another 
purpose (Forest Act, section 60.3).   

- ‘access purpose’ means for the purpose of access to Crown timber; a right of way for a 
highway, a pipeline, or power transmission; or water storage; 

- ‘another purpose’ means for any purpose other than an access purpose, or timber 
production. 

The minister must provide a WL licensee with at least one year’s notice of the intended 
deletion; except for the exploration or development activities associated with oil and gas 
purposes which requires 60 days’ notice.   

Depending on the impact to the AAC; i.e. a reduction of more than 5% during a deletion 
period, compensation may be required (Forest Act, section 60.9).  Deletion periods and 
determining the AAC impact can be tricky, so it recommended that a WL licensee retain a 
qualified person to assess the situation and provide advice.   

In some cases, the ministry may agree to mitigate the impact of the deletion by adding 
another area of crown land.  

3.7 Surrendering a Woodlot Licence 
A woodlot licensee may apply in writing to the minister to surrender their licence (Woodlot 
Licence Regulation, Section 10(1)).   

A surrender must be done in accordance with the Surrender Regulation which can be found at: 
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/statreg/1812016.  

The Surrender Regulation Guidelines (June 18, 2019) provide administrative guidance and can 
be found at:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/licences/surrender-regulation-guidelines-2018-03-01.pdf. 

It is strongly recommended that a licensee talk with their District Manager prior to making a 
decision to surrender a licence in order to understand all of the implication; notably with 

https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/statreg/181_2016
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/licences/surrender-regulation-guidelines-2018-03-01.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/licences/surrender-regulation-guidelines-2018-03-01.pdf
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respect to cut control and continuing liability with respect to incomplete or outstanding 
obligations. 

Continuing Liability - See section 79 of the Forest Act.  Despite the surrender of a WL licence, 
the licensee remains liable for paying all monies owed to the government and performing all 
licence and legal obligations incurred or imposed in respect of the agreement.   

- With respect to monies owing, a WL licensee must either make payment in full or 
negotiate a payment schedule with government.  

- Other licence and legal obligations usually involves reforestation, free growing, road 
deactivation, waste disposable, reporting, etc.  A licensee may be able to negotiate and 
reach an agreement with government to assume the obligations.  In the case of 
silviculture obligations, a licensee could try to make arrangements for them to be 
transferred to a third party as per see section 29.1 of the Forest & Range Practices Act 
and Section 81 of the Woodlot Licence Planning & Practices Regulation.  

Cut control - When a WL licence is surrendered, the current cut control period (CCP) becomes 
the final CCP (section 75.41(2)(a) of the Forest Act).  Since it is the final CCP, the volume of 
timber harvested cannot exceed 100% of the AAC.  In other words, the 120% maximum that is 
normally available isn’t, because there won’t be a subsequent CCP to carry forward the 
additional 20% (or volume in excess of 100%).  Once a licence is surrendered, the Ministry 
cannot grant an AAC increase so the volume overage is subject to a stumpage penalty.  

3.8 Acquiring a Woodlot Licence  
There are three ways to acquire a Woodlot Licence.  Each is described in brief below.  Section 
44 of the Forest Act specifies the eligibility requirements for a person to hold a Woodlot 
Licence.  

(1) Competitive Award  
The ministry advertises a WL opportunity for which prospective applicants can apply.  The 
award process is competitive, involving three (3) components:  

- Bonus offer; i.e. the amount of money an applicant offers as a non-refundable lump sum 
payment (50 points total possible); 

- Private land; i.e. the amount and proximity to the woodlot licence Crown land of private 
forest land the applicant will include in the woodlot licence (25 points total possible); and 

- Proximity; i.e. the proximity of applicant's principal residence to the woodlot licence 
Crown land (25 points total possible) 

The Woodlot Licence Application Evaluation Procedures can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/woodlotlicenceapplicationevaluationprocedurespolicy89.pdf  

Other useful references are:   
- Forest Act, section 44 - Applications 
- Woodlot Licence Regulation - Part 1 

(2) Direct Award 
Woodlot Licences are typically direct awarded to First Nations or their representatives in order 
to further an agreement or mitigate the effects of treaty or treaty-related measures, interim 
measures, or economic measures on a First Nation.  Legislation governing the direct award of 
WLs can be found at:  Forest Act, section 47.3 Direct award of specified licences 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_licence_application_evaluation_procedures_policy_89.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_licence_application_evaluation_procedures_policy_89.pdf
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/96157_03#section44
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/68_2006
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/statreg/96157_03#section47.3
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(3) Transfer 
The transfer guidelines can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-
rights/woodlot-licence. 

3.9 Dispositions & Transfers 
A disposition includes: 

- transfer of an agreement; 
- change of control; or  
- amalgamation of a corporation that holds an agreement.  

A Woodlot Licence is transferable to another person, including intergenerationally, providing 
that person, first nation or corporation that meets the eligibility requirements specified in the 
Forest Act, sections 44(4), (5) & (5.1).  The sale of a WL to a 3rd party is a private transaction 
between seller (WL licensee) and buyer.  While the sale itself is not subject to government 
approval, the transfer of the licence is.   

A disposition of a Woodlot Licence must undergo a review by the minister to assess the impact 
on public interest, Indigenous communities and the marketing of fibre in BC.   

Information about WL transfers and dispositions can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-
administration/timber-tenure-transfer-disposition.  

It is strongly recommended that a Woodlot Licensee seek counsel from their lawyer, 
accountant and other persons knowledge about timber tenure transfers in BC, so they fully 
understand all the legal and tax implications; e.g. laws regarding dispositions, ongoing 
liabilities, capital gains, logging tax, etc.   

4. Annual Rent 
See sections 111 & 112 of the Forest Act.  

Annual rent for a woodlot licence (WL) is calculated by multiplying the portion of the AAC 
attributable to Schedule B lands (Crown lands) by the WL annual rent rate prescribed by the Annual 
Rent Regulation; currently $0.60/m3.  Annual rent is not applicable to the AAC attributable to 
Schedule A (private) lands.   

The $0.60/m3 prescribed rate, which must be paid annually to the province, includes 
- annual rent ($0.25/m3),  
- payment to the Woodlot Product Development Council ($0.25/m3) as per section 112.1 of 

the Forest Act; which is also referred to as the WPDC or Council levy, and  
- fire levy ($0.10/m3) 

Information about annual rent, including Annual Rent Billing Procedures, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-
administration/annual-rent-fees. 

For more information about the WPDC levy, please contact the Woodlot Product Development 
Council.  Contact information can be found at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/wpdc/.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/timber-tenure-transfer-disposition
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/timber-tenure-transfer-disposition
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/annual-rent-fees
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/annual-rent-fees
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wpdc/
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5. Logging Tax 
Logging tax is applicable to income from logging operations on private or crown land in BC.  It also 
applies to the sale of the tenure; i.e. a woodlot licence.  Logging tax involves federal and provincial 
tax laws.  Consulting a qualified accountant knowledgeable about logging tax is recommended.  

For more information, including the definition of logging operation and calculation of the tax, 
please go to https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/natural-resource-taxes/forestry/logging-
tax. 

6. Retaining Consultants & Contractors 
It is recommended that WL licensees enter into written contract or agreement with all consultants 
and contractors.  The contract should specify the specific scope and nature of the work, including 
deliverables.  The FBCWA does not provide contract templates.  However, a licensee could ask and 
should be able to obtain sample contracts from WL colleagues.  

6.1 Another person acting on behalf of a WL License  
A WL licensee may designate someone else, including a consultant or contractor, to sign and 
act on their behalf.  Such a designation must be in writing.  Check with the district office.  
Some have a form to be filled out while others will accept a letter from the licensee.  

6.2 Professionals & Qualified Persons 
Some woodlot business falls under the scope of professional practice, meaning that a 
professional is legally required to prescribe and supervise the work.  Be aware that it may not 
only be a professional forester whose expertise is required.  Depending on the nature of the 
business, a licensee may have to retain an Engineer, Agrologist, Hydrologist, wildlife biologist, 
terrain specialist, geoscientist, or other appropriate professional.   

How does a licensee know when they need to retain a professional?  A useful reference is 
“Woodlot Licences - Interim Guidance: Roles and Responsibilities of woodlot licensees, 
government staff and forest professionals” which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/interimguidancerolesresponsibilities.pdf.  

When retaining a professional, it is strongly recommended that:  
- a licensee request and receive written verification from the professional that they are 

qualified to the work specified; and  
- there be a written contract specifying the work to be undertaken, along with any terms 

or conditions and the amount of the remuneration.  The contract should specify all of the 
work that is to be done.  For example, a contract to carry out free growing surveys may 
include making the required RESULTS submissions.   

The professional should be able to provide a contract template.  Alternatively, a licensee could 
ask other woodlot licensees if they would be willing to share a copy of the contract they use.   

Relying on professionals will go a long way to establishing that a WL licensee exercised due 
diligence if there ever is an issue or problem.  Due diligence means that a WL licensee acted in 
good faith and took all reasonable actions and precautions with respect to a specific 
circumstance; and it is a legitimate defence under FRPA in event something does go wrong 
(FRPA, section 72).   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/natural-resource-taxes/forestry/logging-tax
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/natural-resource-taxes/forestry/logging-tax
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/interim_guidance_roles_responsibilities.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/interim_guidance_roles_responsibilities.pdf


 
 

   

WL Reference Guide 
July 2021  

 
Page 16 of 57 

 

 

The Professional Governance Act was granted royal assent on November 27, 2018.  As of this 
writing, regulations were in the process of being written.  For the most part, the Act is 
focussed on government oversight of professional regulators; i.e. Associations and licensing 
bodies, for agrologists, biologists, foresters, engineers, geoscientists and applied science 
technicians and technologists.  WL licensees should be aware of this legislation and new 
developments that are likely to occur over time.  For the most part, the Act should not have a 
direct impact on the working relationship between a licensee and a professional.  

6.3 Contractors 
Similar to retaining a professional, it is strongly recommended that when hiring a non-
professional contractor, a licensee confirm that the contractor has the requisite experience, 
expertise, insurance, WorkSafeBC coverage, and safety protocols in place to do the job to 
acceptable standards; and there be a written contract specifying the work to be undertaken.  

Also, a WL licensee may wish to consider a contractor’s qualifications to act as a prime 
contractor for safety purposes.  Recommended reading is the Woodlot Licence & Community 
Forest Agreement Safety Committee’s article on prime contractors which can be found at 
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-ArticlePrime-Contractor.pdf.  The 
article includes links to other references from the BC Forest Safety Council and WorkSafeBC.     

7. Consultation with First Nations 
Virtually every aspect of WL administration and management; e.g. WL replacements, transfers and 
dispositions, consolidations, management plans, woodlot licence plans, cutting permits, road 
permits, cut control limit exemptions, silviculture projects, etc. are subject to consultation with First 
Nations.   

The Supreme Court of Canada, in Haida (2004), determined that: 

- The Province is ultimately responsible for ensuring adequate consultation and accommodation 
where appropriate.  

- The Province could, through legislation, delegate ‘procedural aspects’ (see definition below) of 
consultation to a proponent.  A woodlot licensee is a proponent and procedural aspects is 
commonly referred to as information-sharing.  

- In absence of legislation, the Province could ask a proponent to undertake procedural aspects 
of consultation but could only rely on those efforts if the proponent expressed a willingness to 
do so.  

What is meant by procedural aspects of consultation? 
Generally, the “procedural aspects” refers to the direct engagement component of consultation 
that involves sharing and discussing information.  More specifically it includes:   

- Providing information about a proposed project to a First Nation early in the planning 
process; 

- Obtaining and discussion information about specific Aboriginal Interests that may be 
impacted with First Nations;  

- Considering modifications to proposed plans and projects to avoid or help mitigate impacts 
to Aboriginal Interests; and  

- Documenting engagement, specific Aboriginal Interests and/or CHRs that may be impacted 
and any modifications to address concerns and providing it to the decision maker. 

Guide to Involving Proponents When Consulting First Nations (page 3) 

https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Prime-Contractor.pdf
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The procedural aspects of consultation are often referred to as information-sharing.  Currently, the 
only legal delegation of procedural aspects of consultation is that a WL licensee must make 
reasonable efforts to meet with First Nations groups who may be affected by a Woodlot Licence 
Plan (WLP) or an amendment to a WLP (see WLPPR section 17(3.1)).  In all other situations, the 
Province should ask a WL licensee if they are willing to information share.    

The bulletin entitled “Woodlot Licences: Information Sharing and Consultation with First Nations” 
(February 2016) summarizes the delegation of procedural aspects and a woodlot licensee’s duties 
and responsibilities, as well as making recommendations for building relations with First Nations.  It 
can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/firstnationsconsultationbulletin.pdf. 

The cover memo from the Assistant Deputy Minister introducing the bulletin can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/informationsharingconsultationletter.pdf  

First Nation information-sharing can vary significantly by district and is subject to change based on 
traditional territories and FN community interests.  It is strongly recommended that WL licensees 
frequently check in with the First Nation Liaison at their local District office to keep apprised of 
accepted procedures.  As a WL licensee, it is best to proactive and transparent when engaging with 
First Nations.  Respectful early engagement regarding planning and operations can foster positive 
relationships, build trust and facilitate WL management and administration.  

The Province has a webpage dedicated to consulting with First Nations which includes up to date 
information and links to many good references -  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-
first-nations.  The Guide to Involving Proponents When Consulting First Nations is a particularly 
useful document, and it can be found at the above-noted webpage.  

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA) 
The BC government enacted the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA) in 
November 2019.  It can be found at: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044.  

Implementation is ongoing.  The extent to which DRIPA will change what a WL licensee will need 
to do is as of yet unknown.  It is recommended that WL licensees familiarize themselves with the 
legislation and keep apprised of new developments as they relation to the administration and 
management of their WL.   

8. Social Licence - Respecting the Public & Other Resource Users 
Social licence generally means there is public acceptance for a Woodlot Licence and its proposed 
plans and operations.  

A woodlot licence conveys specific rights to the woodlot licensee; including exclusive rights to the 
timber.  However, the public, First Nations and stakeholders retain certain rights to access and use 
Schedule B (crown) land subject to any restrictions, limitations or requirements imposed by law 
and/or provincial policy.  For example, grazing livestock and some recreational pursuits may be 
acceptable uses but damaging the environment is not.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/first_nations_consultation_bulletin.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/first_nations_consultation_bulletin.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/information_sharing_consultation_letter.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/information_sharing_consultation_letter.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
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Understanding and respecting the rights of others is important.  Legislation provides a basis upon 
which to build social licence.  For example, the Woodlot Licence Planning & Practices Regulation 
requires a WL licensee to publish a notice and provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment regarding a Woodlot Licence Plan (WLP) or an amendment to a WLP.  In addition, a WL 
licensee must make reasonable efforts to meet and discuss the WLP or amendment with First 
Nations groups affected by the plan.   

While complying with applicable laws is a must, achieving social licence often requires more effort. 
It is strongly recommended that WL licensees build a rapport and working relationship with their 
neighbors, local First Nations, nearby communities, and other tenure licensees who share the same 
land base and resources.  There’s no secret on how to accomplish this.  Most often it comes down 
to being transparent, keeping people informed and respectful dialogue.  Engage often; and not just 
when it’s time to build a road or harvest timber.  Make since efforts to address what others have to 
say with respect to plans and operations.  Strive for compromises where and when necessary.   

9. Management Plan 
Section 45(1)(f) of the Forest Act says that a Woodlot Licence (agreement) must require the licence 
holder to submit a Management Plan (MP) for the minister’s approval.   

The primary purpose of a MP is to propose an allowable annual cut (AAC) for the WL based on 
timber inventory information and resource management considerations.  The MP is where a WL 
licensee expresses their management intent; i.e. how they intend to manage their WL and the 
principles and values to which they espouse.  The Forest Act and licence document specify required 
content which includes management objectives and measures regarding 

- utilization of the timber resources in the woodlot licence area, 
- protection and conservation of the non-timber values and resources in the woodlot licence 

area, 
- forest fire prevention and suppression, 
- forest health, including pest management, 
- silviculture, and 
- road construction, maintenance and deactivation. 

MPs do not have a specified term and do not expire.  Instead, most remain in effect until the 
district manager requests a new MP or a licensee submits a new MP (usually because 
circumstances on the WL have changed and the annual allowable cut needs to be updated).  A 
district manager must notify the woodlot licensee in writing that a new MP is required.  Usually, the 
district manager provides reasons or a rationale for the request.  

A licensee must comply with a district manager’s request for a new MP, including the deadline 
specified.  Once a licensee submits a new MP, the licence document requires a district manager to 
respond within three months and to provide written notice that the MP is approved subject to 
conditions that the district manager considers necessary and appropriate. 

A Management Plan should be forward thinking, consider the long-term management of the WL 
area and be consistent with required management practices; i.e. FRPA, WLP, any applicable orders, 
etc.  For example, a WL licensee may wish to examine the age class distribution of the standing 
timber inventory on their WL and evaluate it against such things as fuel loading and fire hazards, or 
susceptibility to bark beetles, and then plan accordingly.  Status quo doesn’t necessarily equate to 
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best management and long-term sustainability, especially in light of climate change and other 
factors.  The Management Plan is the venue to present a management regime or paradigm suited 
to the WL.  

9.1 Management Plan Handbook 
A standard clause in the woodlot licence document states that a MP must be prepared in 
accordance with any directions from the district manager and any applicable handbook.  There 
is an applicable MP handbook which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/woodlotmngmtplanhandbook.pdf. 

9.2 Management Plan Template 
A MP template is available to assist and guide in the preparation of a MP: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-
rights/woodlot-licence. 

9.3 Timber Resources Inventory 
An updated inventory of the timber resources within the WL area is often a requirement of a 
new MP; and it must be prepared in the manner, presented in the format and meet the 
specifications referred to in any directions from the district manager and any applicable 
handbook.  There is an applicable handbook which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/wlinventoryhandbookversion1final1.pdf 

9.4 Allowable Annual Cut 
A management plan must propose an allowable annual cut for the Crown (Schedule “B”) and 
private (Schedule “A”) land in the woodlot licence.  The district or regional manager uses this 
information to determine the AAC for the woodlot licence.  Usually, an AAC sets the level of 
timber harvesting that is sustainable in perpetuity.  In some cases, a catastrophic event or 
other situation necessitates the setting of an AAC that is not sustainable.  A good example 
would be where the mountain pine beetle or a wildfire killed most or all of the timber on a WL.   

However, a WL may have more than one AAC; i.e. a WL’s AAC may be ‘partitioned’ meaning 
that a portion of the AAC is attributed to a specific circumstance.  It is not uncommon for a WL 
to have partition AAC for deciduous and coniferous species.   

Woodlot for Windows (W4W) is a computer based, timber supply analysis software program 
used to calculate the AAC for a WL.  It’s FREE and can be installed from 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cprpadministrationmanualseptember2020.pdf.   

The website also contains training modules, the user guide and updates on what’s new!  

10. Woodlot Licence Plan (WLP) 
Before harvesting timber or constructing a road on their WL, a WL licensee must have an approved 
Woodlot Licence Plan (FRPA, Section 12(1)); as well as the proper authorization; i.e. a cutting permit 
or road permit.  There are two exceptions to having an approved WLP; 

- a forest health emergency, or  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_mngmt_plan_handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/woodlot_mngmt_plan_handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wl_inventory_handbook_version_1_final_1.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wl_inventory_handbook_version_1_final_1.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_administration_manual_september_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_administration_manual_september_2020.pdf


 
 

   

WL Reference Guide 
July 2021  

 
Page 20 of 57 

 

 

- timber that has been damaged or in danger of being significantly reduced in value, lost or 
destroyed. 

A WLP has a 10-year term.  Its purpose is to describe, in words and on maps, how a WL licensee will 
manage the WL area consistent with the various objectives set by government.  Government 
objectives are not just stated in FRPA or the Woodlot Licence Planning & Practices Regulation 
(WLPPR) but may also be established by a Land Use or Government Action Regulation (GAR) order.  
The WLP is also important because all operations and activities carried out on the WL must be in 
accordance with the approved WLP; i.e. Road Permit, conventional Cutting Permit, 1 Cutting 
Permit, incremental silviculture, fuel mitigation treatments, etc. must be carried out in accordance 
with the approved WLP.   

WLPs must be kept current.  A WL licensee must amend a WLP when and as required to ensure it 
addresses the operations and activities that are going to occur.   There are three kinds of 
amendments – mandatory amendments, minor that require approve and minor which do not 
require the minister’s approval (see WLPPR sections 20 to 23).  

The WLPPR specifies the content requirements for a WLP.   

While the WLPPR doesn’t specifically require it, it is recommended that if a WL 
licensee intends to apply for and operate under a 1 Cutting Permit (1 CP) during the 
term of the WLP, that they state that intention in their WLP.  And furthermore, when 
meeting with First Nations to discuss the WLP or amendment, they specifically 
mention this point.  The section in the WLP that deals with areas where harvesting will 
or won’t occur, or will occur with constraints, is an appropriate place.  The reason why 
this is important is because the ministry established three (3) criteria for issuing a 1 CP 
and it will help achieve #3; 

1. An approved WLP is in place; 
2. The CP being applied for is on tabular rates; and  
3. The District Manager is satisfied that adequate First Nations consultation for 

the area has occurred.  

The WLP template and WLP training course are excellent references that provide guidance, 
explanations and recommendations.   

Template:  Under the heading - Woodlot Licence Operational Plans at: 
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-
rights/woodlot-licence.  The checklist that the ministry uses to assess whether or not a WLP 
contains the required content can also be found at this link.  

WLP training (2018) can be found at: 
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WLP-Training.pdf. 

10.1 WLP Approvals 
FRPA section 16(1.1) states that the minister must approve a WLP or an amendment to a WLP 
that conforms with section 13.  Section 13 specifies content requirements.  FRPA section 
16(1.2) goes on to state that a WLP conforms to section 13 if  

(a) a person with prescribed qualifications certifies that it conforms to prescribed subject 
matter*;  

(b) the minister is satisfied that it conforms to section 13 in relation to subject matter that 
is not prescribed.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WLP-Training.pdf
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*Prescribed subject matter is found in Part 2, Division 2 of the WLPPR.  

Before submitting a WLP or an amendment to a WLP to a district manager for approval, a WL 
licensee should ensure they have met the requirements of WLPPR section 17; i.e. review and 
comment and for making a reasonable effort to meet with First Nations to discuss the WLP 
and/or amendments.  

10.2 WLP Amendments 
It is not uncommon for a WLP to have to be amended.  Most often, reasons are 

-  to ensure the WLP is applicable to the planned industrial activities, operations or  
   treatments;  
-  a licensee becoming aware of something previously unknown such as a cultural heritage  
   resource or a natural range barrier,  
-  a change in practice requirement such as stocking standards, or  
-  to seek an exemption from a particular section or requirement.  

There are 3 different kinds of amendments  
(1) A minor amendment that requires approval (WLPPR, s. 20). 
(2) A minor amendment that doesn’t require the minister’s approval (WLPPR, s. 21);  
(3) Mandatory amendments (WLPPR, s. 23). 

The best approach is to confer with the district manager and arrive at an understanding of 
what will be required before proposing an amendment.   

If the need to amend a WLP is the result of a wildfire impacting a WL, there is a WLP 
amendment template for wildfires, as well as other relevant information, which can be found 
at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/.  While tailored around amendments due to wildfires, the 
format and content is generally applicable to most proposed amendments.  

10.3 WLP Extensions 
For information about extending WLPs, please refer to the bulletin entitled “Interpretive 
Guidance Respecting the Extension of Woodlot Licence Plans” which can be found at 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nr-laws-
policy/integrated-resource-bulletins/frpa-admin-no-16-interp-guidance-respecting-the-
extension-of-woodlot-licence-plans-jan-4-2016.pdf. 

• WLP that conforms to prescribed requirements 
A WLP has a 10-year term and must be extended if it continues to conform to prescribed 
requirements.  Unless a licensee requests otherwise, an extension is for 10 years.  The onus 
is on the ministry to initiate and extend a WLP.  However, it is recommended that a woodlot 
licensee contact the district manager 6 to 12 months prior to their plan expiring to see if any 
amendments need to be made so the plan can be extended.   

• WLP that does not conform to prescribed requirements 
It is possible for a WLP that does not conform to prescribed requirements to be extended 
for up to 2 years to allow for amendments that will bring the plan into conformance.  An 
extension, or extensions that do not total more than 2 years, may be made before or after a 
plan expires.   

10.4 WLP Expires 

https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nr-laws-policy/integrated-resource-bulletins/frpa-admin-no-16-interp-guidance-respecting-the-extension-of-woodlot-licence-plans-jan-4-2016.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nr-laws-policy/integrated-resource-bulletins/frpa-admin-no-16-interp-guidance-respecting-the-extension-of-woodlot-licence-plans-jan-4-2016.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nr-laws-policy/integrated-resource-bulletins/frpa-admin-no-16-interp-guidance-respecting-the-extension-of-woodlot-licence-plans-jan-4-2016.pdf
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A WLP expiring doesn’t necessarily mean that a WL licensee must prepare and submit a new 
WLP for approval right away.  FRPA section 14(3) says that before or after the expiration of a 
woodlot licence plan that does not conform to prescribed requirements, the minister may 
extend the term of the plan for a period or periods not exceeding 2 years in total.  The 
extension provides time for a WL licensee to amend the WLP, so it conforms to prescribed 
requirements.  

Also, an expired WLP remains in force.  In other words, the results, strategies and other 
provisions in the expired plan continue to apply to the WL area, including any cutting permits 
and road permits that are in effect.  

11. Wildfire Act & Regulations 
The Wildfire Act and Wildfire Regulation define a WL licensee’s legal responsibilities and 
obligations.  The regulation in particular covers fire preparedness and prevention including fire 
tools, when operations must cease, reporting fires, what action an industrial operator must take in 
event of a fire, etc.   

Before commencing an industrial activity, a WL licensee should check to ensure their operations 
will be compliant with the Wildfire Act & Wildfire Regulation.   

Wildfire Act - http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/0403101  

Wildfire Regulation - http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/382005 

Section 1(3) of the Wildfire Regulation defines “industrial activity” as 
a) high risk activities; 
b) operating equipment or machinery in relation to forest management during 

(i) road construction, road maintenance and road deactivation, 
(ii) timber harvesting, including sorting logs, 
(iii) mechanical modification of forest debris and debris piling, 

silviculture treatments, or 
(iv) portable wood chipping, milling, processing or manufacturing; 

c) operating equipment or machinery in relation to activities other than forest 
management during 

i) debris piling, 
ii) road construction, road maintenance or road deactivation, 
iii) rock drilling, 
iv) mining operations, 
v) railway operations, 
vi) utility transmission operations, or 
vii) portable wood chipping, milling, processing or manufacturing. 

11.1 Notification Required 
Before March 1st of each year, a WL licensee who proposes or intends to carry out an industrial 
activity on or after March 1st and before November 1st of that year, must provide the ministry 
(district office and/or fire center) with a 24 hour a day contact telephone number for the 
person who should be contacted in the event of a wildfire.  If, after March 1st, a WL licensee 
decides to carry out an industrial activity between then and November 1st, then they must 
provide contact information to the ministry.  

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/04031_01
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/38_2005
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11.2 FBCWA Engagement Agreement with BCWS & BCCFA 
The Federation has an engagement agreement with the BC Wildfire Service (and BC 
Community Forest Association).  A primary purpose is to help WL Associations and WL 
licensees building and/or improving upon their working relationships around fire risk 
mitigation including preparedness, prevention, response and recovery.  The agreement can be 
found at:  
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019.06June-Engagement-Agreement-
BCWS-FBCWA-BCCFASIGNED.pdf. 

11.3 Real time information about wildfires  
Download the BC Wildfire app onto your electronic device for real time information about 
wildfires and an interactive map.  

12. Safety 
A WL licensee is responsible for safety on their WL – their own as well as the contractors & 
consultants they engage.  A WL licensee also has a duty to be aware of and address situations and 
circumstances that may be unsafe to the public; e.g. maintaining roads in a safe condition, posting 
signs warning of active logging operations in an area, felling snags along roads and trails, etc.  

Complying with WorkSafeBC is a must.   

Information regarding the establishment of a safety program or becoming Safe Certified can be 
found at https://woodlot.bc.ca/safety-program/.  

12.1 FBCWA, BCCFA & BCFSC Safety Committee 
The Federation, in cooperation with the BC Forest Safety Committee (BCFSC) and BC 
Community Forest Association (BCCFA) established Safety Committee to assist small-scale 
operators such as WL licensees better understand and address their safety responsibilities.  
Under the banner of SafeWoods, the committee has published a number of excellent articles, 
which are recommended reading for all WL licensees.  They can be found at web address 
noted above or by clicking on the title below.  

Safe Woods – Worker 
Safe Woods – Owner 
Safe Woods – Prime Contractor 
Safe Woods – Supervisor 
Safe Woods – Employer 
Safe Woods – Testimonial OH & S 
Safe Woods – Licensee liability 
Safe Woods – Know Your Responsibilities Wrap Up 
Safe Woods – Post Wildfire 
Safe Woods – Fire Responsibilities 
Safe Woods – Logging Near Powerlines 
Safe Woods – Trail Use and Licensee Liability in BC 

13. Timber Harvesting 
Some form of authorization is required before harvesting timber or constructing/upgrading roads 
on private (Schedule A) or crown (Schedule B) land; i.e. usually a Cutting Permit (CP) or Road Permit 

https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019.06June-Engagement-Agreement-BCWS-FBCWA-BCCFA_SIGNED.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019.06June-Engagement-Agreement-BCWS-FBCWA-BCCFA_SIGNED.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/safety-program/
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safewoods-Worker.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article-Owner-WL-Almanac.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Prime-Contractor.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Supervisor.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Employer.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Employer.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Testimonial-OHS.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Safety-Article_Testimonial-OHS.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Licensee-liability.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Licensee-liability.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Safety-Article_Know-Your-Responsibilities-Wrap-Up.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Safety-Article_Know-Your-Responsibilities-Wrap-Up.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Safety-Article_Post-Wildfire.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Safety-Article_Fire-Responsibilities-15-May-2018.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Safety-Bulletin-Logging-Near-Powerlines-Bulletin.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Safety-Article-Trail-Use-and-Licensee-Liability-in-BC.pdf
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(RP).  The Cutting Permit & Road Tenure Administration Manual is a valuable reference document 
and can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cprpadministrationmanualseptember2020.pdf.  

14. Notification - Timber Harvesting, Road Construction & Deactivation 

14.1 Notification of Timber Harvest & Road Construction 
A woodlot licensee must notify the district manager before commencing timber harvesting or 
constructing a road or recommencing operations after an inactive period of more than 3 
months (WLPPR, section 74).  The notification must provide the location and projected start 
date of the operations as well as a contact name and information.  The regulation does not 
specify how long in advance of operations the notification must be submitted so this is 
generally left up to the district manager to decide.  Best practice would suggest submitting the 
notification as far in advance of operations as possible and once start dates have been 
confirmed with contractors.  

14.2 Notice of Road Construction or Deactivation in Community Watershed 
Unless exempted, at least 48 hours before commencing road construction or deactivation in a 
legally established community watershed, a woodlot licensee must notify all registered water 
licensees or their representative (WLPPR, section 73).  

14.3 Notification Form 
Some districts have notification forms while others are generally satisfied with an email and 
map.  Check with your district regarding their preferences. 

14.4 Notification of Completion 
Check your CP or RP.  Some districts include a clause requiring a WL licensee to provide 
notification upon completion of timber harvesting and/or road construction. 

14.5 Wildfire/Emergency Contact 
As per section 4 of the Wildfire Regulation, a woodlot licensee who plans or carries out 
industrial activities (e.g. logging, hauling, etc.) within 300 meters of a forest or grassland from 
March 1 to November 1 must provide a 24-hour emergency contact number to the Ministry.  
In addition, a licensee should provide a location for the activity and advise when the activity is 
scheduled to occur.  

15. Cutting Permits 

15.1 Types of Cutting Permits 

Following are the most common forms of Cutting Permits on WLs.  In addition, a Road Permit 
may authorize timber harvesting. 

• One Cutting Permit (1 CP) 

The most common form of cutting authority for WLs is a 1 CP.  A 1 CP is applicable to the 
area covered by an approved WLP; which in most cases is the entire WL.  It authorizes a WL 
licensee to harvest timber and carry out related activities such as road construction, road 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_administration_manual_september_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_administration_manual_september_2020.pdf
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upgrading, industrial use of roads, etc. in accordance with the approved WLP.  Like other 
forms of cutting authority, the maximum term of a 1 CP is 4 years. 

A 1 CP is administratively more efficient than conventional CPs and provides operational 
flexibility.  It is only available to WLs that meet the following three (3) criteria:   

- There is an approved Woodlot Licence Plan in place,  
- The Cutting Permit being applied for is on tabular rates, and  

- The District Manager is satisfied that adequate First Nations consultation for the area 
has occurred.”    (Deputy Ministers’ memo approving 1 CP for WLs, Jan. 31, 2011) 

More information about 1 CPs, including the memo to district managers and regional 
executive directors authorizing 1 CPs for WLs, the  business process, and sample 1 CP 
application letter and can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-
harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence. 

The 1 CP Administration Manual can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/1cpadminmanual.pdf. 

 
1 CP Expiring 

When a 1 CP is about to expire and a WL licensee wants another 1 CP, they must:  
- ensure that all areas where timber harvesting occurred under the 1 CP that is about 

to expire are reported into RESULTS; and 
- either deactivate or report all roads that were constructed or used for an industrial 

use (if not already reported) under the 1 CP that is about to expire.   

For more information about RESULTS reporting, refer to the Spring 2016 Almanac article 
(page 10) entitled “If your 1 CP is about to expire, and you plan on getting another one, 
then you will want to read this article!” 

For more information about reporting 1 CP roads, refer to the Summer 2019 Almanac 
article entitled “Simpler Reporting for 1 CP Roads” and go to: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-
rights/woodlot-licence.   

• Conventional CP 
Prior to 1 CP, a conventional CP used to be the most common form of timber harvesting 
authorization for WLs.  It authorizes harvesting from specific areas; usually cutblocks and 
on-block roads.  A Road Permit is required to harvest timber and construct or upgrade off-
block roads; i.e. roads on the WL to access the CP and between cutblocks require a Road 
Permit.  

It is recommended that a WL licensee check with the district to confirm if tab rates are 
applicable or if cruising and an appraisal will be required for a conventional CP.   

A conventional CP, or a Road Permit, are the two forms of agreement against which 
amounts in an eligible extended road amortization agreement (ERAA) can be written off.  In 
both cases, a full appraisal will be required.  

• Blanket Salvage & Letter Permits 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/1cp_admin_manual.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/1cp_admin_manual.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/woodlot-licence
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Generally, a Blanket Salvage Permit (BSP) is used to address timber damaged or threatened 
by a current or past event; e.g. a windstorm that caused patches of blowdown or a beetle 
outbreak that is killing individual or patches of trees.  A BSP usually identifies an area or 
areas within a WL to which it applies.  Depending on the circumstances, a BSP could grant 
authority to harvest timber within the BSP area(s) or require the permittee to submit 
applications for one or more letter permits.  A BSP usually contains conditions describing 
the timber that may be harvested; e.g. beetle infested, blown down, etc.  Letter permit 
applications usually provide an estimate of the volume to be harvested and show the 
location of the timber.  

15.2 CP Postponement 
As per section 58.21 of the Forest Act, a woodlot licence licensee may apply to postpone CP 
operations for up to 2 years for a ‘forest management’ or ‘access’ reason.  The ‘reasons’ are 
described in the Cutting Permit Postponement Regulation.  Economics such as poor markets, 
low or no demand and low log prices are not considered a forest management reason.   

The Cutting Permit Postponement policy can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cuttingpermitpostponementpolicy.pdf. 

15.3 CP Extension & Surrender 
The Cutting Permit Extension and Surrender policy can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cuttingpermitextensionsurrenderpolicy26.pdf. 

15.4 CP Amendments 
The Cutting Permit Amendment policy can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/memocpamendments.pdf. 

15.5 CP Checklist 
There are many legal and licence requirements associated with harvesting timber.  To assist 
WL licensees with Cutting Permit administration, the Federation prepared a CP Reminders 
Checklist and an accompanying General Guidance & Helpful Hints document.  The checklist 
and supporting document can be found at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/woodlot-business/cp-
reminders-list/.   

Note:  Some WL licensees report that the CP Reminders checklist is a useful tool with which to 
review and confirm the work they expect their consultants and contractors to do.   

Special Trees 
The Special Tree Protection Regulation came into effect on September 11, 2020.  It requires 
WL licence holders to identify, protect and report special trees and to protect the 
surrounding supporting trees.  The regulation describes special trees; i.e. species, location 
and diameter at breast height), includes provisions for protection, exemptions, exceptions 
and reporting.   

Information and guidance can be found under the heading “Protected Tree Classifications” 
on the Forest Tenures Branch website - 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cutting_permit_postponement_policy.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cutting_permit_postponement_policy.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cutting_permit_extension_surrender_policy_26.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cutting_permit_extension_surrender_policy_26.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/memo_cp_amendments.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/memo_cp_amendments.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/woodlot-business/cp-reminders-list/
https://woodlot.bc.ca/woodlot-business/cp-reminders-list/
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-
administration.   

More specifically, 

- The Special Tree Protection Regulation and can be found at: 
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oiccur/05012020.  

- Form to report a special tree or request an exemption can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/specialtreeexemption.pdf.   

- The Q&A can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/qastpr.pdf  

- Business process map: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/stprprocessmap.pdf. 

A contravention of section 3 (2) of the Special Tree Protection Regulation; i.e. failure to 
ensure specified trees are not cut, damaged or destroyed and supporting trees are not 
felled, topped or destroyed Is subject to a fine of up to $100 000. 

16. Roads 
This section deals primarily with roads under forestry or forest-related jurisdiction; i.e.  

- Forest Act, Part 8 - Roads & Rights of Way 
- Forest & Range Practices Act, Part 3, Division 2 - Roads 
- Industrial Roads Act 

Roads under these acts are commonly referred to as ‘resource roads.’ 

There are many other Acts under which roads on Crown land may be authorized; e.g. Highway Act, 
Transportation Act, Land Act, Local Government Act, Pipeline Act, etc.   

A WL licensee is advised to do the necessary due diligence before using a road for which they do 
not hold the authorization to ensure their use of the road is properly authorized and in accordance 
with the provisions of the applicable legislation.  

FRPA Division 2 deals specifically with roads.  It says  
A person must not use, construct, maintain or deactivate a road except in accordance 
with this Act (FRPA), the regulations, the standards and any forest stewardship plan or 
a woodlot licence plan, if the road is 

- a forest service road, 
- in a Provincial forest, 
- outside a Provincial forest for the purpose of providing access to timber on 

Crown land or on private land that is subject to an agreement, or 
- subject to a requirement for a special use permit.   

Industrial and Non-Industrial Use:  FRPA sections 21.1 & 22.2 differentiate between industrial use 
and non-industrial use; respectively.  The distinction between industrial and non-industrial use is 
important because it has a bearing on what roads a licensee may or may not use for certain 
purposes, when authorization is required, and when certain obligations and responsibilities are 
incurred.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0501_2020
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/special_tree_exemption.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/special_tree_exemption.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/qa_stpr.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/qa_stpr.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/stpr_process_map.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/stpr_process_map.pdf
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The Industrial Road Act defines an industrial road as a road on Crown or 
private land used primarily for transportation by motor vehicle of 

(a) natural resources, whether raw, processed or manufactured, or 
(b) machinery, materials or personnel, 
(c) and includes all bridges, wharves, log dumps and works forming a part 

of the road but does not include 
(d) a highway, 
(e) a forest service road as defined in the Forest Act, 
(f) land designated as a development road under section 139(1) of the 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Act, 
(g) a privately-owned road used by a farmer or resident for the person’s 

own purposes, 
(h) a road used exclusively for the construction and maintenance of electric 

power lines, telephone lines or pipelines, 
(i) roads and yards within manufacturing plants, industrial sites, storage 

yards, airports and construction sites, or 
(j) tote roads, cat roads and access roads. 

Non-Status Road:  A non-status road is an existing road on crown land for which there is no known 
authorization.  Legislation provides for limited use of a non-status roads only as prescribed; e.g. use 
to provide for continuing liability, silviculture obligations, engineering, timber cruising, etc.  
Legislation and regulations respecting the following applies:   

- driver and vehicle licensing; 
- vehicle insurance;  
- vehicle identification; and 
- the operation and maintenance of motor vehicles. 

The resource road webpage is a good source of information and can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads. 

Information about road tenures administration and engineering can be found at: 

Cutting Permit and Road Tenure Administration Manual –  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cprpmanualseptermber2020.pdf 

Resource Road Engineering Manual - https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-
resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/eng-manual.pdf. 

16.1 Road Access to a WL 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_manual_septermber_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cutting-permit-road-tenure-admin/cp_rp_manual_septermber_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/eng-manual.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/eng-manual.pdf
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WLs are most often accessed via one, or a combination of, public roads & highways, roads on 
the WL, roads through private or leased land and non-status roads.   

(a) Public roads & highways  
Usually no authorization is required but a WL licensee must be aware of and abide by all 
applicable laws; e.g. load restrictions signage, turning off highways, etc.  It is 
recommended that a WL licensee review their plans and check with the local Ministry of 
Transportation & Highways office whether or not a junction permit is required before 
proceeding.  

(b) Woodlot Roads 
Industrial use of a road on a WL requires some form of authorization; e.g.  

- Road Permit held by the WL licensee; 
- Road Use Permit (RUP) or agreement from the ministry for a Forest Service Road.  A 

WL licensee must obtain consent from the District Manager to connect a road to a 
Forest Service Road (FRPA section 23); 

- Road Use Agreement with the licensee of the Road Permit;   
- Permission from or an agreement with others who hold the authorization for a road; 

e.g. BC Hydro, mining company, etc.  

(c) Roads through private or leased land 
Use of a road on private land requires permission from the landowner.  Where a lease is 
involved, a WL licensee will have to determine if permission should be from the landowner 
or lease holder.  A written agreement, signed by all parties, that grants permission and 
describes any terms or conditions is recommended.  Terms and conditions usually address 
any payments, maintenance responsibilities, safety, limitations to use, etc.  

(d) Non-status roads 
For a definition and more information, see the sub-section titled ‘Non-Status Roads.”  Use 
of a non-status road to access a WL for industrial purpose requires a Road Permit; i.e. a 
new RP or added to an existing RP held by a WL licensee.  The RP authorizes industrial use 

WL Licensees’ Road Access to WL

Public road        
& highway

Road on   
Crown Land

Road on Private 
or Leased Land

Road Permit held by the WL licensee.

Road Use Permit from FLNRORD if a FSR

Road Use Agreement with the holder of the Road Permit.

Permission/Authorization from the person who holds the 

authorization for the road; e.g. BC Hydro, mining company, etc.  

No authorization required.           
Must abide by all applicable Acts.   

Permission/Authorization from landowner.  Recommend authorization 

be in writing with terms & conditions of use stated.  

TYPE OF ROAD REQUIREMENTS

Note: Authorization is 
required to connect a RP 
road to a public highway!

Non-Status 
Road

Road Permit from FLNRORD; i.e. either a new RP or an existing RP 

held by the WL licensee is amended to include the non-status road. 
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and the right to upgrade and maintain the road.  A WL licensee is well advised to assess 
the condition of the non-status road, including infrastructures such as bridges, culverts and 
cattleguards.  By entering into a RP, the WL licensee becomes legally and financially 
responsible for the road. 

As noted previously, access may be via roads under other Acts or jurisdictions and a WL 
licensee is well advised to research and act in accordance with the other Acts.   

16.2 Road Access within a WL 

 
 

With respect to a WL licensee constructing or using roads within their WL…   

• Schedule A (private) Land 
No authorization is required for a WL licensee to construct, upgrade or use a road on their 
own land.   

• Schedule B (crown) Land 
Authorization is required for a WL licensee to construct, upgrade or use a road on Schedule 
B (crown) land within their WL for an industrial purpose; including non-status roads.  The 
most common forms of authorization are: 

- 1 Cutting Permit 
- Conventional Cutting Permit 
- Road Permit 
- Road Use Permit 
- Road Use Agreement 

(a) 1 Cutting Permit (1 CP) 
Under a 1 CP, a WL licensee may 

- construct and use a road within the area covered by a 1 CP.   
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- use an existing road for an industrial use; including upgrading or re-constructing 
it as required. 

Roads under a 1 CP are commonly referred to as on-block roads.  The concept is the 
same as building and using roads within a cutblock under a conventional CP.  A WL 
licensee is responsible for the road and must maintain and deactivate it as required 
under legislation - see WLPPR Part 4.   

Upon expiry of a 1 CP, a WL licensee must either  
- deactivate roads constructed or used for an industrial purpose under the 1 CP;  
- report them if they wish to continue using the roads under a subsequent 1 CP; or 
- obtain or amend a Road Permit to include the road.    

The 1 CP road reporting form can be found at:   
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrrisform.pdf  

The memo explaining the reporting requirements can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting1 CPonwllicence.pdf  

For more information about reporting 1 CP roads upon expiry of the permit, please refer 
to the section entitled “Reporting.” 

(b) Conventional CP  
A Road Permit is required to construct or use a road on a WL to access cutblocks 
authorized under a conventional cutting permit and/or for access between cutblocks.   

Under a conventional CP, a WL licensee may* construct or use roads within the area of a 
cutblock; i.e. on-block roads.  Upon expiry of the conventional CP, a WL licensee must 
either deactivate the roads between cutblocks or apply to have them included in a new 
or existing Road Permit.  When included under a RP, roads that were formerly under a 
conventional CP must be reported in accordance with the RP.   

*Note:  Some districts do not like road networks through conventional cutting permits 
to become fragmented; i.e. road permits for roads to and between blocks and/or on-
block roads within cutblocks, so may request that all roads be under a Road Permit. 

(c) Road Permit 
A WL licensee requires a Road Permit to construct, use and maintain a road if it is not a 
Forest Service Road or authorized under another tenure.  Another tenure includes 

- a 1 CP; 
- a conventional CP; but is only applicable to on-block roads.  Off-blocks; e.g. access 

through a WL or for access across a WL to the edge of a cutblock under a 
conventional CP must be authorized by a RP.   

- a RP held by another tenure licensee.  

A RP may include authority to harvest timber within the road right of way.  If the road 
right of way is on Schedule B land, then the volume of timber harvested will be charged 
against the WL for cut control purposes. 

A road permit provides ongoing, non-exclusive authority for industrial use.  The public 
and other industrial users can use a road that is under road permit.  Other industrial 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting_1%20CP_on_wl_licence.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting_1%20CP_on_wl_licence.pdf
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users are required by legislation to give the road permit licensee notice of use and to 
pay the road permit licensee a reasonable cost for maintenance. 

A RP document typically has provisions that:  
- define the legal area of interest (the permit area described on the Exhibit A map). 
- define the rights granted (including, if necessary, the harvest of timber within 

clearing area). 
- set a term (beginning date and expiry date or criteria when the RP will end). 
- establish that permit rights are non-exclusive, (other than timber authorized for 

harvesting within the clearing area). 
- link any timber harvesting under the permit with the cut control specifications 

and waste assessment requirements of specific agreements. 
- identify the timber mark(s) for any timber harvested from the clearing area. 

More information about Road Permits can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-
harvesting-rights/road-permit-forestry  

(d) Road Use Permit  
A WL licensee requires a Road Use Permit (RUP) to use a Forest Service Road (FSR); i.e. a 
FSR located within their WL or outside the WL area but needed to access the WL.  The 
minister may grant a RUP if satisfied that certain conditions are met (Forest Act, section 
117).  A RUP must 

- describe the forest service road that its licensee may use, and 
- include other terms and conditions determined by the minister that are 

consistent with the Forest Act, Forest and Range Practices Act, the Wildfire Act 
and any regulations or standards made under those Acts. 

The Road Use Permit Application form for industrial use of a Forest Service Road can be 
obtained by searching for FS109 on FLNRORD’s form index search page - 
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/pscripts/isb/forms/forms.asp.   

There is no reporting requirement for roads under a RUP.   

(e) Road Use Agreement 
A Road Use Agreement may also be referred to as a Standard Road Maintenance 
Agreement. 

A Road Use Agreement is typically used to authorize and establish the terms and 
conditions for a WL licensee to use a road that is under a Road Permit to another 
person.  It is strongly recommended that Road Use Agreements be in writing and signed 
off.  A Road Use Agreement usually:  

- describes the road(s) that is subject to the agreement;  
- specifies the term of the agreement; and 
- includes terms and conditions to which the parties agree; e.g. maintenance 

responsibilities, road use charges, sharing of maintenance costs, safety, etc.  

Unless the Road Use Agreements specifies otherwise, there is no reporting requirement 
to the ministry for roads under a RUA.   

16.3 WL licensee using roads on WL authorized to another person 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/road-permit-forestry
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/timber-harvesting-rights/road-permit-forestry
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/pscripts/isb/forms/forms.asp
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• Road Permit  

A WL licensee is required to notify the Road Permit licensee of their intended industrial use 
and should reach a Road Use Agreement.  

If the Road Permit licensee ever decides that they no long want or need the Road Permit, 
then the WL licensee has the following options: 

- WL licensee thinks they will need the road in the future - a WL licensee could assume 
responsibility for the RP (this is a district manager’s decision).  When doing so, the WL 
licensee should carefully assess the condition of the road and infrastructure, including 
any repairs or infrastructure replacements, that will be necessary in the foreseeable 
future.  The estimated cost of that work is something the WL licensee may want to 
negotiate with the person surrendering the RP since they bear a continuing liability 
(until such time as the RP is transferred or deactivated).  For example, a 20-year old 
bridge may have a 25 expected life span.  A WL licensee who assumes the RP which 
includes the bridge, could reasonably expect the RP licensee to pay for a negotiated % of 
the replacement cost.  The same applies to culverts, cattleguards and other structures.  
Since this would be a business to business relationship between two parties, the 
Province does not bear any of the liability or provide any funding.    

- A WL licensee doesn’t think they will need the road in the future - then another person 
(not the RP licensee) could assume responsibility for the road, or it could be 
deactivated.  If the road is going to deactivated, then the WL licensee will want to pay 
close attention to the deactivation plan and practices to ensure it is done to the 
required standard; i.e. as required under legislation or the road permit document, so 
there is little or no risk of future problems, the area is revegetated or reforested, etc. 
The former road could end up being part of the productive land base within the WL. 

- A WL licensee doesn’t think they will need the road in the future, but the ministry 
wants the road to remain open and maintained; e.g. perhaps for public use reasons.   
In order for a Road Permit to be surrendered or terminated, or for a road or road 
section deleted or retired (canceled), a WL licensee must fulfil their obligations as per 
section 68(1) of the WLPPR.  Section 68(1) says that a WL licensee’s obligation to 
maintain a road, including bridges, culverts, fords and other structures associated with 
the road, remain in place until  
(a)  the road is deactivated;  
(b)  the district manager notifies the woodlot licence licensee that the road should not  
 be deactivated due to use or potential use of the road by others, 
(c)  a road permit or special use permit for the road is issued to another person, or 

WL Holder Using Roads Within WL Authorized to Another Person

Road Permit

Requires a Road Use Permit from FLNRORD. 

A WL holder is required to notify the RP holder of their intended industrial use. 
Recommend a Road Use Agreement be negotiated and signed off. 
WL holder may be charged a reasonable fee; e.g. fair share of maintenance costs. 

Forest Service 
Road

Other Roads

Most other roads within a WL are likely not on land this is part of the WL 

and/or authorized under legislation other than the Forest Act.  General rule 
of thumb is that a WL holder must inform the other person and reach an 
agreement to use the road.  A written agreement is recommended. 
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(d)  the road is declared a forest service road under the Forest Act. 

Once obligations are complete, a WL licence licensee may request the District Manager 
make changes to, or terminate, the RP.  

• Forest Service Road 
A WL licensee requires a Road Use Permit from FLNRORD to use of a Forest Service Road 
(FSR) for an industrial purpose.  A Road Use Permit states the terms and conditions for use 
of the road.  

• Other Roads 
Unless authorized under the Forest Act, most other roads within a WL area are likely on a 
right-of-way that has been save and excepted from the WL; i.e. land not included in the WL. 
If a WL licensee wishes to use these roads, then they will have to reach an agreement with 
the person or ministry that holds the authorization.  The agreement should be in writing and 
specify terms and conditions of use. 

16.4 Another person using a road on a WL 

 

• Ministry Use of Roads on a WL  
Check your WL document.  It more than likely contains clauses that say a WL licensee cannot 
restrict the Crown’s right of access to Crown Lands; and that the Regional Executive Director 
or District Manager may enter onto Schedule A Land and use roads owned or deemed to be 
owned by the Licensee for the purpose of inspecting the licensee’s activities under or 
associated with this licence, and for the purpose of fulfilling an obligation or exercising a 
right under the licence.  In other words, a WL licensee cannot restrict access that prevents 
the Crown from carrying out its statutory duties related to the WL licence.  

The WL document also likely includes a clause that says a WL licensee will allow any person 
who has been granted rights to timber under the Forest Act to enter onto Schedule A 
(private) land or use roads owned or deemed to be owned by the licensee, for the purpose 

Other Person Using Roads on a WL

Non-Industrial Use

Other person is supposed to inform and obtain consent before using a road for 
which the WL holder is responsible; i.e. RP, 1 CP, or conventional CP.  A Road Use 
Permit or Road Use Agreement are the two most typical forms of 
consent/authorization.  WL holder may charge another person a reasonable 
amount to use the road; e.g. fair share of maintenance costs. 

Non-status road: Road Permit from FLNRORD is required.  WL holder will want to 
consult with the district manager regarding the RP conveying any rights to harvest 
timber since the WL agreement grants the holder exclusive rights to the timber on 
Schedule B (crown) land. 

A person using a road on Sch B (crown) land for a non-industrial purpose, does not 
require permission and cannot be charged a fee.  The minister can make exceptions.  

Industrial Use

Schedule A (private) land

Schedule B (crown) land

Check your woodlot licence document; i.e. agreement.  Most include a clause which 

allows the ministry right of access onto a WL, including Schedule A land, to inspect 
or otherwise carry out their statutory duties related to the WL.  Also, many include 
a clause that allows a person who has been granted rights to timber under the 

Forest Act to enter onto Schedule A (private) land or use roads owned or deemed to 
be owned by the licensee, for the purpose of exercising rights or fulfilling 

obligations within the WL area.

Ministry of FLNRORD

A person is supposed to obtain permission/authorization from the WL holder. 
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of exercising rights or fulfilling obligations within the WL area.  For example, if BCTS 
awarded a Timber Sale Licence for a WL’s undercut volume or a district issued a commercial 
firewood cutting permit in the WL area, then the TSL holder or firewood permittee could 
use existing access within the WL to exercise their rights and obligations under their 
respective authorities.  Note that the clause is limited to exercising rights to timber “within 
the WL area” so it does not include using roads to go through a WL to access timber on 
areas outside the WL boundaries.  In that case, a road use agreement would be required.   

Also, be aware that the ministry has the right to use roads on a WL, including roads on 
Schedule A land, when exercising its authority to enter land and dwellings as per sections 
137 (Entry on land) & 142.2 (Entry on land or premises) of the Forest Act, and section 19 
(Entry onto land and premises) of the Wildfire Act.  

• Other Persons Use of Roads on a WL 

(a) Schedule A (private) Land 
A person is supposed to obtain the landowner’s permission to use a road on private 
land; including Schedule A land in a WL.  If the landowner is willing to allow access, then 
they may set whatever terms and conditions they desire.  However, when dealing the 
government wanting access, remember that it has the power to expropriate private 
land.  The laws, rules and policies with respect to expropriations is beyond the purview 
of this guide. 

(b) Schedule B (crown) Land 
The requirements respecting the use of roads on Schedule B (crown) land by persons 
other than the WL licensee differs depending on the user and whether it is for non-
industrial or industrial purposes.   

▪ Non-industrial Use 
See FRPA, section 22.2. 

A person using a road on Schedule B land for a non-industrial purpose does not 
require authorization and cannot be charged to use the road by a WL licensee.  
However, under certain circumstances, the minister may restrict use (FRPA, section 
22.2(3)) or prescribe expenses to non-industrial users (FRPA, section 22.2(4)).   

▪ Industrial Use  
See FRPA, section 22.1. 

Industrial use of a road on the Schedule B (crown) land for which the WL licensee is 
responsible (i.e. under a WL, CP or RP held by the WL licensee), by a person other 
than the WL licensee, is only supposed to occur with the prior knowledge and 
consent of the WL licensee.  A Road Use Permit or Road Use Agreement are the two 
most typical forms of authorization.  The authorization should specify terms and 
conditions including safety, maintenance and any road use charges.  

By written notice to the person, a WL licensee may require a payment for use of a 
road.  FRPA section 22.3(2)(b) specifies that the amount of the payment must be: 

- a reasonable contribution to the expense of maintaining the road; 
- the reasonable expense of modifying the road to accommodate the special 

needs of a person; 
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- the reasonable expense of repairing any damage to the road caused by the 
person’s use of the road.  

If the amount of the payment cannot be agreed upon then the person wanting to use 
the road must submit that question for resolution by an agreed upon process of 
dispute resolution, or by binding arbitration under the Arbitration Act.    (FRPAs. 
22.3(3)) 

A WL licensee would be well advised to regularly check and document the condition 
of roads and infrastructure (i.e. bridges, cattleguards, culverts, etc.) that are subject 
to industrial use by other persons.   

• Non-Status Roads 
Another person’s use of a non-status road on a WL for an industrial purpose must be 
authorized by the ministry; usually via a Road Permit.     

A WL licensee should be aware that a RP could convey rights to harvest crown timber which 
would be contrary to the woodlot licence agreement which grants the licensee exclusive 
rights to the timber on the Schedule B (crown) land.  The WL licensee should consult with 
the district manager to ensure their rights under the agreement are protected. 

• Special Use Permit 
The holder of a claim, lease, permit or other authorization granted or issued under the Land 
Act, the Coal Act, the Mineral Tenure Act, the Mines Act or the Mining Right of Way Act may 
be granted a “Special Use Permit (SUP) to authorize the construction, maintenance and use 
of roads on a WL. 

A SUP may also be used to “authorize a forestry-related use or occupation of Crown Land 
such as pits and quarries for forestry-related roads, logging camps, and dryland sorts.  SUPs 
are not an appropriate means of authorizing road construction related to timber harvesting 
under agreements.” (Cutting Permit & Road Tenure Administration Manual)  

A SUP does not authorize timber harvesting.  The SUP licensee must work with the WL 
licensee who, as per the WL licence agreement, has exclusive right to the timber.  If an 
agreement cannot be reached, the Minister as per the section 60.3 of the Forest Act may, by 
written notice, delete Crown land from a WL for the road.  

16.5 Non-Status Roads 
There is no legal requirement for a WL licensee to assume responsibility for a non-status road 
on their WL; i.e. maintenance and deactivation, until such time as a licensee uses it for an 
industrial use.  

In some cases, ministry staff would like a WL licensee to assume responsibility for non-status 
roads on their WL.  This is a licensee’s decision.  Ministry staff should not attempt to influence 
a licensee by requiring or suggesting that Management Plan, WLPs, CPs or RPs can’t be issued, 
extended or amended without a commitment by the licensee to assume requirements that 
they are not legally required. 

A non-status road remains as such until a WL licensee or another person proposes to use the 
road for an industrial purpose - at which time an authorization must be granted.  The person 
to whom the authorization is issued becomes responsible for maintenance and deactivation. 
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16.6 WL licensee closing or restricting use of roads on their WL 
The following is general information offered with respect to business-as-usual situations; i.e. 
non-emergency or where safety is concerned. 

A WL licensee must close or restrict use of roads on a WL consistent with direction from 
government; e.g. higher-level plan, land use order, GAR order, etc.   

A WL licensee may close or restrict the use of existing roads consistent with an approved WLP; 
i.e. a WL licensee can propose and have approved road closures and/or restrictions in a WLP.   

Otherwise, the following applies:   

• Schedule A (private) Land 
Generally speaking, and with the exception of the clauses in their WL document, a WL 
licensee can close or restrict use of roads on their Schedule A (private) land as they see fit.  
A landowner should be aware of any laws or regulations that prescribe requirements such 
as posting signs, rules around gates, etc.  They should also be aware of any local laws, 
covenants or agreements that state otherwise.  

Most, if not all, WL documents contain clauses granting right of access by the Crown to 
carry out its statutory responsibilities and provides for persons to whom the province has 
granted rights to timber within a WL; e.g. TSL licensee or Commercial Firewood permittee, 
to use roads on Schedule A land.  

• Schedule B (crown) Land 
What rights a WL licensee has with respect to closing or restricting the use of roads on 
Schedule B (crown) land are limited to roads for which the WL licensee holds the 
authorization; i.e. cutting permit, road permit or Woodlot Licence, and depend on whether 
it involves an industrial or non-industrial user.  In most cases, the authorization specifies 
the road, location and form of restriction or closure; e.g. a gate or barrier.  In some 
districts, a permit is required to construct an access barrier. 

(a) Industrial Use 
The authorization itself, WLP, or laws, regulations and policies applicable to each 
authorization specify situations and circumstances when a road:  

- must be closed or use restricted; e.g. during active logging and hauling 
operations, safety or to prevent environmental damage; or 

- may be closed; e.g. to protect property. 

The authorization or applicable legislation, policies or manuals usually specify the 
requirements such as signage and notices. 

- Non-industrial Use:   
As noted previously, non-industrial users have the right to use roads on Schedule B 
(crown) land.   

The laws respecting closing or restricting the use of roads on Schedule B (crown) land 
by non-industrial users can be found in FRPA section 22.2, sub-sections (1) to (3).  
Basically it says that a licensee of a Woodlot Licence or Road Permit may, with the prior 
consent of the minister, close a road or restrict its use, or remove a vehicle or an animal 
from the road at the expense of the owner of the vehicle or animal if use of the road 
would likely  

- cause significant damage to the road, 
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- cause significant sediment delivery,  
- endanger property, public health or public safety, or 
- the presence on the road of a vehicle or animal would likely cause damage to the 

road or environment or endanger life or property. 

16.7 Road Planning 
Section 8(1)(n) of the WLPPR requires a WL licensee to show existing roads in a WLP, but there 
is no requirement to show planned or proposed roads.  That said, to the extent possible, WL 
licensees are encouraged to map or describe in their WLP, potential access routes to and 
within their WL that may be needed during the term of WLP.  Not only will this help inform the 
ministry of future plans, it will provide the public and First Nations with better information on 
which to provide any feedback, and that could/should help with WLP approvals, amendments 
or extensions, and facilitate the issuance of Cutting Permits and Road Permits.   

The other benefit is that by identifying access routes early on, a WL licensee can include any 
alternative practice requirements that may be necessary in their WLP (e.g. restrictions in a 
riparian reserve or management zone or soil disturbance limits) or measures for invasive 
plants or rendering a natural range barrier ineffective.  In some cases, early planning can help 
identify roads that should be deactivated immediately after being used in to eliminate risk, 
liabilities and ongoing obligations.   

Well planned access can facilitate management and harvesting on a WL.  As part of road 
planning, WL licensees should consider the future, long-term use of roads.  For example, when 
planning roads consider whether or not it might be used in the longer term; e.g. to address 
beetle outbreaks or other forest health issues, access a commercial thinning opportunity, to 
action a wildfire, or provide access to a stand that will be harvested in the next 10 to 20 years.     

16.8 Road Practices - Construction, Maintenance & Deactivation 
WLPPR Part 4 describes the requirements for construction, maintenance and deactivation of 
roads under a WL or CP & RP held by a WL licensee.  

Roads authorized under Acts other than the Forest Act may have different requirements.  

Many aspects of road construction, maintenance and deactivation fall under the scope of 
professional practice so a WL licensee will live have to involve a professional or qualified 
person.  

While intended for ministry staff, FLNRORD’s Engineering manual is a good source of 
information related to road administration, design, construction, maintenance, deactivation 
and safety protocols.  It can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-
roads/engineering-publications-permits/engineering-
manual?keyword=engineering&keyword=manual. 

Check for a requirement to post a sign advising of active industrial operations when 
constructing, maintaining or deactivating roads.  For example, WLPPR section 72 says that “…a 
woodlot licence holder must at all times during a period that a road is being deactivated have a 
sign posted that will warn users of the deactivation.” 

16.9 Resource Road Safety 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/engineering-publications-permits/engineering-manual?keyword=engineering&keyword=manual
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/engineering-publications-permits/engineering-manual?keyword=engineering&keyword=manual
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/engineering-publications-permits/engineering-manual?keyword=engineering&keyword=manual
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The Resource Road User Safety Guide, developed by FLNRORD and the BC Forest Safety 
Council (BCFSC), can be found at http://www.bcforestsafe.org/files/tkpdfs/gderesrd.pdf.  

16.10 Wilderness Roads 
When a road under a road tenure held by a WL holder is no longer being used for an industrial 
use (either by the WL holder or someone else), section 70 of the WLPPR allows the holder of 
the road tenure to default to a lesser level of maintenance; i.e. to ensure the structural 
integrity of the road prism and clearing width are protected and the drainage systems of the 
road are functional to the extent necessary to ensure there is no material adverse effect on a 
forest resource.      

That’s what the law requires, but when considering the level of maintenance required, it is 
recommended that WL holders also consider the extent to which the road is used by the public 
and maintain it accordingly.  Safety is an important consideration.  

16.11 Resource Road Radio Communication 
WL licensees must ensure that standard radio communication protocols are followed on all 
roads for which they are responsible.  More information can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/radio-
communications. 

17. Timber Pricing 

See Part 7 of the Forest Act. 

Timber pricing is an expansive topic that involves appraising timber, setting stumpage rates, log 
grading, scaling, residue & waste, billings, exporting logs, and other topics.   

The Timber Pricing Branch website is an excellent source of up-to-date information about all things 
timber pricing: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing.  

The following section provides information and references about stumpage.  If you are seeking 
information on a timber pricing topic that is not covered, please refer to the Timber Pricing Branch 
website (weblink noted above), contact your local ministry, engage a qualified consultant or 
contact the FBCWA’s Timber Pricing Coordinator. 

17.1 Stumpage 
A WL licensee is required to pay stumpage on Crown timber that they harvest.  The Coast and 
Interior each has its own Timber Appraisal Manual which contains information about timber 
pricing policies, procedures and other related information.  They can be found at:  

Coast: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing. 

Interior: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing.  

• Tabular Rates 
Most WLs pay stumpage based on tabular rates; i.e. a rate determined by the ministry.  In 
addition to applying to WL Cutting Permits, tabular rates can apply to timber harvested 
within a WL under a Road Permit.  

http://www.bcforestsafe.org/files/tk_pdfs/gde_resrd.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/radio-communications
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/resource-roads/radio-communications
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing
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On the coast, the rates are re-determined every March 1st and can be found in table 
7.2(1)(a) of the Coast Appraisal Manual.   

In the interior, the rates are re-determined every August 1st and can be found in table 6.2 of 
the Interior Appraisal Manual. 

• MPS Rates  
There are situations when a WL licensee must appraise the timber and pay stumpage based 
on MPS rates; notably involving cutting permits that involve an extended road amortization 
agreement,  when determining if timber harvesting with respect to a Forest Enhancement 
Society of BC (FES BC) project is uneconomical, or on the coast with respect to Road Permits 
until a 1 CP has been issued. 

For more specific information, please refer to section 7.2.1 of the Coast Appraisal Manual 
and section 6.1.2 of the Interior Appraisal Manual. 

18. Timber Marking 
Timber marks are governed by Part 5 of the Forest Act and the Timber Marking and Transportation 
Regulation.  To transport unscaled timber off either private or Crown land, a WL licensee must have 
a Timber Mark and a Mark Site Designation. 

Timber Mark 
“A timber mark is an identifier that must be marked onto unscaled timber that is decked or 
removed from the Crown or private land where the timber was cut.”  

(Section 1.4.3 – Timber Marking of the Cutting Permit & Road Tenure Administration Manual) 

Private Timber - Private timber includes timber from Schedule A land within a WL.  A 
timber mark certificate is required.  A timber mark certifies ownership of the logs and 
helps prevent theft of timber from Crown land.  Please check with your applicable local 
government to determine if additional approvals are required.  More information about 
private timber marks can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/private-timber-
marks?keyword=private&keyword=timber&keyword=mark. 

The application form for a private timber mark can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/private-timber-
marks/privatetimbermarkapplicationfs361.pdf  

Crown Timber - The timber mark should be stated in the cutting authority; i.e. cutting or 
road permit.  If it isn’t, contact your district office. 

Timber must be marked in accordance with the requirements set by the ministry and with 
the timber mark described in the timber mark certificate or cutting authority.  Timber 
marking requirements are prescribed in the Timber Marking and Transportation Regulation.  
Processes and procedures are described in chapter 2 of the Scaling Manual which can be 
found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling. 

Mark Site Designation 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/private-timber-marks?keyword=private&keyword=timber&keyword=mark
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/private-timber-marks?keyword=private&keyword=timber&keyword=mark
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/private-timber-marks/private_timber_mark_application_fs361.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/private-timber-marks/private_timber_mark_application_fs361.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/private-timber-marks/private_timber_mark_application_fs361.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling
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A Mark Site Designation, also known as a Scale Site Designation, is an agreement between 
the owner of the timber and FLNRORD to transport unscaled timber to a specific site to be 
scaled.  The rules and requirements for a Mark Site Designation can vary from district to 
district.  Woodlot licensees are advised to check with their district scaling supervisor to 
ensure they understand the Mark Site Designation requirements in their area.  Generally, the 
following applies in the interior and on the coast. 

- Interior - There is a blanket designation whereby all interior timber marks apply to all 
interior scale sites.  Wood can be shipped to an authorized scale site located in the 
interior using the timber mark identified in the CP without the need for any further 
authorization or approval. 

- Coast - A WL licensee will need to check to see if their timber mark is applicable to the 
scale site to which they intend to ship their wood.  This can be done by using the follow 
application: https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/pub/msd/.  Tip: Be sure to use all ‘capital letters’ 
when entering your timber mark.  If a Mark Site Designation is needed, the application 
form can be found at:  https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/isb/forms/lib/FS1307.pdf 

- Interior to Coast or Coast to Interior - Shipping logs between the coast and interior will 
require a Mark Site Designation.  Since coast and interior scaling is different, it is 
recommended that a licensee contact their district scaling officer before shipping any 
logs.  

19. Scaling 
All unscaled timber cut from both public and private land within provincial jurisdiction (which 
includes timber from Schedule A land in a WL) must be transported to a scale-site designated by a 
forest officer so it can be scaled by an authorized scaler.  Part 6 of the Forest Act and the Scaling 
Regulation establish the legal and administrative requirements.  The exception is that piece scaling 
may occurred away from an authorized scale site.  Scaling must be done by an authorized scaler 
and in accordance with the rules stated in the Scaling Manual.  

More information about scaling, including the Scaling Manual, Scaling practices and administration 
are defined in the Scaling Manual which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-
pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling.   

The manual addresses: 
- Scale sites 
- Scaling methods & procedures  
- Timber Marking & Branding 
- Log (timber) grading - coast & interior 
- Special Forest Products 

20. Cut Control 
Cut control is the way in which the Province regulates the amount of timber harvested from a 
forest tenure.  A woodlot licensee is responsible for being in compliance with cut control.   
Not all of the volume of timber harvested gets charged against cut control.  Downward 
adjustments, credits and species adjustments – most often to encourage the utilization of poorer 
quality timber/fibre – may apply.  For more information about what volumes do or do not get 

https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/pub/msd/
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/isb/forms/lib/FS1307.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/timber-scaling?keyword=timber&keyword=scaling
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charged against cut control, see section 2.3 of the Cut Control Administration Guide which can be 
found at:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cut-control/cutcontrolgb-july152020.pdf. 

More information about cut control, including the Cut Control Administration Guide, Grade 4 and 
Guidance When Dealing with a Catastrophic Event on a Woodlot Licence, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-
administration/cut-control-administration. 

20.1 Cut Control Period & Limits 
For WLs, cut control is based on a 5-year cut control period (CCP).  The cut control limit is the 
sum of the allowable annual cuts (AAC) for the 5-year period.  

A WL licensee may harvest less than 100% of the volume allowed during a CCP.  This is referred 
to as ‘unharvested volume’ or an ‘undercut.’  There is no penalty or provision to carry forward 
the undercut volume into the next CCP.  Although rarely used, there is a provision in legislation 
that allows the ministry to dispose of the undercut volume on a WL to a person other than the 
woodlot licensee by means of a forestry licence to cut, timber sale licence or a non-replaceable 
forest licence (Forest Act, section 75.8). 

A WL licensee may harvest up to 120% of their cut control limit during a CCP (Forest Act 
section 75.41(1.1)).  There is no monetary penalty.  The volume exceeding 100% gets carried 
forward to the next CCP.  So, in effect, the WL licensee has that much less volume to harvest in 
the next CCP. 

If the volume of timber harvested during a cut control period exceeds 120%, then a monetary 
penalty will be applied.  The ‘excess volume;’ i.e. volume that exceeds 100%, gets carried 
forward to the next CCP.  The legislation is absolute; i.e. no discretion and no exceptions.  
Penalties shall apply and the excess volume must get carried forward into the next CCP.  

If circumstances warrant exceeding 120%, then authorization is required – see sub-section 
20.4. 

The Federation strongly recommends that WL licensees manage their cut control as close to 
100% as possible and rely on the additional 20% to address unexpected or unforeseen 
additional volumes such as from waste assessments, changes to grades, adjustments to scale 
stratums, etc.   

20.2 Cut Control Statements 
It is recommended that a WL licensee check their cut control status regularly; i.e. before and 
during timber harvesting, to ensure there is AAC available and they do not exceed their cut 
control limit.   

In many areas of the province the ministry sends a cut control statement to every WL licensee 
each year.  If not, a licensee can use the Harvest Billing System to track scaled volumes – see 
the next section. 

20.3 Tracking Cut Control Status 
The Harvest Billing System (HBS) can be used to track scaled volume and is available for use 
free of charge.  You will need your Timber Mark and the month and year for which you would 
like to query.  To determine your cut control status, you can either  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cut-control/cut_control_gb_-_july_15_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/cut-control/cut_control_gb_-_july_15_2020.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/cut-control-administration
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/cut-control-administration
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- follow the steps listed on page 5, Summer 2017 edition of the Woodland Almanac which 
can be found at https://woodlot.bc.ca/woodland-almanac/; or  

- watch the YouTube video entitled “How To Verify Your Cut Control” which can be found 
at https://youtu.be/oM2iFLHD0t0. 

20.4 Authorization to Exceed Cut Control Limit (120%) 
From time to time a WL licensee may find it necessary to exceed the cut control limit which is 
120% of the AAC for a 5-year cut control period.  An authorization is required and there are 
two ways this can be done.   

(1) Cut Control Limit Exemption (Forest Act, section 75.9); or 
(2) A new AAC determination (requires a new Management Plan) 

Generally speaking, an authorization to exceed cut control will only be granted if the overcut is 
necessary as a result of an or circumstance that was outside the control of the WL licensee; 
e.g. fire salvage, beetle attack, etc.   

An authorization to exceed cut control is only possible if the minister considers timber or a 
forest value to be at risk.  Ordinarily the risk is associated with wind, fire, insects or disease.  
The Forest Act does not specify that the timber must have been damaged by an event.  An 
authorization to exceed cut control is not to be granted due to market circumstances, 
miscalculations by licensees as to the amount of wood to be harvested, volumes from waste 
assessments being more than expected, etc. 

A Cut Control Limit Exemption or new AAC determination establishes a new cut control limit. 
Exceeding cut control without the proper authorization will result in penalties consistent with 
Section 75.91 of the Forest Act and the Cut Control Regulation.  Note that penalty billing is 
non-discretionary.  In order words, it is absolute.  A tenure licensee, including a WL licensee, 
who exceeds cut control without a proper authorization in place will receive a penalty billing.  

For more information about both options, refer to the following two memos: 

• Guidance When Dealing with a Catstrophic Event Necessitating Increased Harvesting on 
Woodlot Licences (Sept. 22, 2009) which can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidancecatastrophic.pdf. 

• Guidance Document to deal with the Two Available Options Regarding Overcut Carry 
Forward Volumes of Timber Harvested as a Result of Catastrophic Events on Woodlot 
Licences (June 27, 2011) which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidancedoc.pdf. 

(1) Cut Control Limit Exemption 
When granting a CCLE, the minister must specify a different cut control limit and may attach 
conditions to the exemption.  New cut control limits are usually expressed in absolute 
terms; i.e. XXXX m3 or as a percentage of the current AAC; i.e. 300%.  Conditions vary, but 
some of the more common are: 

- designating the area from which the timber may be harvested; 
- describing the timber (species, size, condition - burned, blowdown, etc.) to which the 

exemption applies; 
- specifying the term or dates for which the exemption will be valid; and  

https://woodlot.bc.ca/woodland-almanac/
https://youtu.be/oM2iFLHD0t0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_catastrophic.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_catastrophic.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_doc.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_doc.pdf
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- requiring a new Management Plan be submitted after the harvesting subject to the 
CCLE has been completed.  In cases where the CCLE involves substantial volumes, and 
the overcut carry forward will result in no harvesting for a prolonged period of time, a 
WL licensee may want to insist on this condition being included.  That way, later on, 
there is no argument whether or not cut control can or will be reconciled by a new MP 
being submitted.   

More than one CCLE may be granted; although it is not automatic.  Each request must be 
accompanied by supporting information explaining the circumstances and need for a CCLE.  

A CCLE does not change the way annual rent is billed, scaling or stumpage.  Annual rent 
continues to be invoiced yearly using the base AAC and scaling and stumpage are handled 
per usual.  

The volume harvested under a CCLE gets charged against the WL’s AAC for cut control 
purposes.  However, because exceeding cut control was authorized, no penalties are 
applied.  However, the volume by which 100% of the AAC for the cut control period is 
exceeded will get carried forward to the next cut control period and, depending on the 
volume, into successive cut control periods after that.  If that occurs, then the WL licensee 
will have limited or no opportunity to harvest in the subsequent cut control period(s).   

However, it is possible to reconcile the overcut and return a WL to a sustainable harvest 
level.  A WL licensee would submit a new Management Plan that takes into account the 
events that led to increased harvest level.  In the MP, a WL licensee would propose a new, 
long term AAC and a one-time AAC uplift equal to the overcut carry forward volume.  If 
approved, the licensee would be billed for annual rent on the uplift volume, the overcut 
carry forward would be resolved, and the licence would go on with the newly approved 
AAC. 

A CCLE is the preferred option over an AAC uplift because: 
- it doesn’t require a Management Plan to be submitted; 
- it can be based on a reasonable estimate and can be adjusted upwards or downwards as 

required;  
- a licensee is only billed annual rent on scaled volume; and 
- any resultant overcut carry forward can be reconciled via the submission of a new 

Management Plan (which is often warranted in the aftermath of a catastrophic event 
anyways). 

(2) AAC Uplift 
AAC uplifts are considerably more work and have some risk and uncertainty.   

To set a new AAC; i.e. grant an uplift, a new Management Plan is required.  The WL licensee 
proposes the volume for the uplift and provides the rationale.  The district manager then 
must make a determination on whether or not to approve the Management Plan, to grant 
an AAC uplift and, if so, the volume.   

It is often difficult to accurately estimate the volume of affected timber and know with 
certainty when the timber will be harvested and scaled.  Plans are subject to change - 
markets change, mills close or cut shifts curtailing receipt of log shipments.  If an AAC uplift 
is too low, a WL licensee would have to submit another MP and request another AAC uplift 
which means more work for the licensee and the ministry, potentially problematic 
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interruptions to harvesting operations, and delays that could compromise the condition and 
value of the timber, impact public safety, and have negative implications to forest 
management; e.g. allow insect populations to increase. If an AAC uplift is too high, then a 
licensee will have to pay annual rent on volume that was never harvested.  Once an AAC is 
determined, there is no legal means to adjust or amend it based on the actual volume 
harvested or when the harvesting is done. 

20.5 Unharvested Volume; i.e. cut control <100% 
Section 75.8(1) of the Forest Act prohibits the carry forward of unharvested volume; i.e. 
applying the volume less than 100% at the end of a cut control period to the next cut control 
period.   

Section 75.8(2) states that the unharvested volume of timber may be disposed of to a person 
other than the WL licensee by means of 

- a forestry licence to cut, 
- a timber sale licence under section 20, or 
- a non-replaceable forest licence. 

The Policy Regarding the Administration of Unharvested Volumes, Uncommitted Volumes and 
Unused BCTS Volumes can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-
procedure/policyregardingtheadministrationofunharvestedvolumesuncommittedvolumesand
unusedbctsvolumes.pdf.   

The cover memo can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-
resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-
procedure/memopolicyregardingtheadministrationofunharvestedvolumeuncommittedvolum
eandunsuedbcts.pdf.  

20.6 Early Termination of Cut Control Period (also known as Cut Control Re-start)  
As per section 75.4.1 of the Forest Act, a woodlot licence licensee has the option to terminate 
a cut control period early and start a new 5-year cut control period.  This option is most often 
used by licensees to maximize the volume of AAC available for harvest at any given point in 
time.  

A WL licensee can initiate an early termination by providing written notice to a person 
designated by the minister (usually the district manager), delivered between the last 
anniversary date of the beginning of the CCP for the licence and 6 months after that date.  
There is no application process, and authorization is not required.  Once a notice has been 
submitted, it cannot be rescinded. 

The cut, or volume charged against cut control, over the period is evaluated the same way as 
for a 5-year cut control period.  So, for example, if a WL licensee who harvested 3 years of AAC 
in the first 3 years of a CCP opted for early termination of the CCP - then the current CCP 
would end and a new 5-year CCP would begin.  No penalties would apply since the licensee 
had harvested volumes equivalent to 3 years of AAC during the first 3-years of the CCP.   

However, if a licensee were to harvest 3 years of AAC in the first year of a CCP then opt to 
terminate the CPP, a penalty would result because the harvest exceeds the AAC over that the 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volumes_uncommitted_volumes_and_unused_bcts_volumes.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volumes_uncommitted_volumes_and_unused_bcts_volumes.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volumes_uncommitted_volumes_and_unused_bcts_volumes.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volumes_uncommitted_volumes_and_unused_bcts_volumes.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/memo_policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volume_uncommitted_volume_and_unsued_bcts.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/memo_policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volume_uncommitted_volume_and_unsued_bcts.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/memo_policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volume_uncommitted_volume_and_unsued_bcts.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/memo_policy_regarding_the_administration_of_unharvested_volume_uncommitted_volume_and_unsued_bcts.pdf
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period.  In addition, the volume that exceeds the AAC for the period is treated as an overcut 
carry forward and is charged to the next cut control period. 

It is strongly recommended that WL licensees fully understand the implications of terminating 
a cut control period early.   

21. Waste Assessments 
Section 103.1 of the Forest Act and the Waste Assessment Regulation can be found at: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/2622019 

WL licensees are obligated to conduct a waste assessment on a cutblock 
(i) within sixty (60) days after primary logging has been completed on the cutblock; or 
(ii) within sixty (60) days after the cutting authority expires or is otherwise terminated 

(whichever comes first); or  
(iii) as soon thereafter that the ground is sufficiently free of snow that an assessment may be 

carried out on the cutblock.  

Waste assessment data for a cutblock must be submitted to the district manager within thirty (30) 
days of completing the assessment. 

Per section 1.5.5 of the "Provincial Logging Residue and Waste Measurement Procedures Manual - 
Coast, Woodlot Licences, and Community Forest Agreements," a forest tenure licensee must 
submit waste field data into the online Waste System.  Information about submitting waste 
assessment data using the WASTE system, including how to access the system, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-
pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system. 

For more information about waste assessments, see the Provincial Logging Residue and Waste 
Measurements Procedure Manual - Coast, Woodlot Licenses and Community Forest Agreements 
which can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/provincial-logging-residue-and-waste-measurements-
procedure-manual-coast. 

The Waste Assessment Regulation can be found at: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/2622019   

21.1 Reporting Waste Assessments 
The data from a waste assessment must be submitted to the district manager using the WASTE 
system within 30 days of the assessment being completed.  The waste data compiled from the 
assessments is used to invoice licensees for monetary and cut control charges.   

Per section 1.5.5 of the "Provincial Logging Residue and Waste Measurement Procedures 
Manual - Coast, Woodlot Licences, and Community Forest Agreements," a forest tenure 
licensee must submit waste field data into the online Waste System.  Information on how to 
submit or access waste assessment data using the WASTE system, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-
pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system. 

Penalties for not reporting waste 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/262_2019
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/provincial-logging-residue-and-waste-measurements-procedure-manual-coast
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/provincial-logging-residue-and-waste-measurements-procedure-manual-coast
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/provincial-logging-residue-and-waste-measurements-procedure-manual-coast
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/262_2019
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/forest-residue-waste/waste-system
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In December 2019, the Waste Assessment Regulation was brought into force.  In part, it allows 
the minister to impose penalties should a forest tenure licensee fail to submit waste 
assessment data on time.  The penalties that may be applied are: 

(a) if 90 days have passed since the failure to report - $100; 
(b) if 180 days have passed since the failure to report - $400; 
(c) if 1-year has passed since the failure, an amount that is less than or equal to twice the 

amount that the minister determines, by any reasonable means, to be the appropriate 
amount of the waste assessment. 

22. Fibre Recovery 
WL licensees should be aware that the Province is actively promoting fibre recovery; e.g. promoting 
business-to-business relationships, establishing fibre recovery zones, issuing licences to cut, etc.  
Information, including workshop and training materials, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-
administration/residual-fibre-recovery  

23. Selling Logs & Fibre 
WL licensees are independent log sellers and it is up to them to decide how best to market and sell 
their timber; e.g. sales agreements with mills, use a broker, export, sell local, etc.  

The Ministry routinely posts monthly and 3-month log market values for the coast and interior.  The 
reports can be found at: 

Interior: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing/interior-log-market-reports 

Coast: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-
industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing/coast-log-market-reports 

Other sites that may be of interest are listed below.  Please note that some are subscription-based 
so you may have to pay a fee to get the information.  

- BC Log Market - http://www.logmarket.com 
- Forest Economic Advisors - https://www.getfea.com/publication/wood-markets-monthly 
- Madison’s - https://madisonsreport.com/bc-coastal-log-prices/  
- Trading Economics - https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/lumber 
- Global Wood - http://www.globalwood.org/market/marketpricesamerica.htm 

23.1 Domestic Log Sales 
The two most common ways to sell logs domestically are by  

1. selling direct to mills and/or manufacturers; or 
2. selling with the assistance of a log broker. 

In either case, a written log purchase agreement is recommended.   

The same recommendation holds true for any other form of log sales.  Documenting the price, 
quantity, timber mark, form of scale, scale site, conversion rates, etc. not only solidify the 
business arrangement but form a written record should questions, concerns or issues ever 
arise.   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/residual-fibre-recovery
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/forest-tenures/forest-tenure-administration/residual-fibre-recovery
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing/interior-log-market-reports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/interior-timber-pricing/interior-log-market-reports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing/coast-log-market-reports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/timber-pricing/coast-timber-pricing/coast-log-market-reports
http://www.logmarket.com/
https://www.getfea.com/publication/wood-markets-monthly
https://madisonsreport.com/bc-coastal-log-prices/
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/lumber
http://www.globalwood.org/market/market_prices_america.htm
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23.2 Log Exports 
A WL licensee must meet certain conditions and obtain a permit before exporting logs.  
Information about log exports, including applicable laws, requirements, how to apply for an 
export permit and export fees, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/log-
exports  

24. Fire Hazard Assessments & Abatement 
The Wildfire Act and Wildfire Regulation stipulate when and under what circumstances a WL 
licensee must carry out a fire hazard assessments and abatement.   

Wildfire Act: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/0403101 
Wildfire Regulation: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/loo92/loo92/11382005 

Information about fire hazard assessments & abatement can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-
operators/hazard-assessment-abatement.  

A particularly useful document is the Fire Hazard Assessment & Abatement Q&A (July 30, 2019) 
which can be found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-
services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-
abatement/qawildfirehazardassessmentandabatementjuly302019.pdf.   
It provides guidance and answers key questions such as: 

- When is it necessary to complete a fire hazard assessment? 
- How often must an assessment be done? 
- Who can do an assessment?  
- What must be included in a fire hazard assessment? 

24.1 Fire Hazard Assessments 
A WL licensee must ensure that: 

(a) the assessment method is appropriate to the site circumstances; and  
(b) the data is accurately collected and reported.  

The “Guide to Fuel Hazard Assessment and Abatement in British Columbia” provides a 
default procedure for determination of the fire hazard created by the carrying out of an 
industrial or prescribed activity on forest land and the degree of abatement needed to reduce 
fire hazard if the hazard has been increased by the activity.  It can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-
status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-
abatement/bcwshazardassessmentabatementguide.pdf  

In addition, the document entitled “Fire Hazard Assessment and Abatement on Woodlot 
Licence Harvest Areas is available on the Woodlot Product Development Council webpage -  
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wpdc/. 

Other useful information such as fire risk maps and photo guides can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-
commercial-operators/hazard-assessment-abatement. 

24.2 Fire Hazard Abatement 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/log-exports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/competitive-forest-industry/log-exports
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/04031_01
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/loo92/loo92/11_38_2005
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/hazard-assessment-abatement
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/hazard-assessment-abatement
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/qa_wildfire_hazard_assessment_and_abatement_july_30_2019.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/qa_wildfire_hazard_assessment_and_abatement_july_30_2019.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/qa_wildfire_hazard_assessment_and_abatement_july_30_2019.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/bcws_hazard_assessment_abatement_guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/bcws_hazard_assessment_abatement_guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/prevention/fire-fuel-management/hazard-assessment-abatement/bcws_hazard_assessment_abatement_guide.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wpdc/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/hazard-assessment-abatement
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/hazard-assessment-abatement
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The Wildfire Act (section 7) and Wildfire Regulation (section 11) stipulate when and under 
what circumstances a WL licensee must abate a fire hazard.   

The Fire Hazard Assessment and Abatement Q&A document referred to in the previous section 
describes fire hazard abatement as activities carried out to reduce ignition potential or fire 
behaviour by reducing the fuel hazard after an industrial activity or prescribed activity has 
occurred.  It goes on to say the abatement methods may include physically removing fuel from 
a site; chipping, mulching and/or burying (where it does not contradict other statutory and/or 
contractual obligations); piling and burning; and broadcast burning.  

Burning is the preferred method for abating fire hazards and disposing of waste.  A WL 
licensee who is planning on burning needs to familiarize themselves with the Wildfire Act & 
Regulation including the different categories of burns, the requirements for each category, a 
licensees’ obligations and responsibilities, and whether a burn registration number; i.e. 
burning permit is required.  Burning must comply with the Open Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation, etc.   

• Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation (OBSCR) - A new OBSCR came into effect on 
September 15, 2019 (replacing an earlier version from 1993).  OBSCR governs the burning of 
vegetative material including the setting out of conditions under which open burning of 
vegetative debris from WL operations can be authorized.   

OBSCR divides the Province into three smoke sensitivity zones - High, Medium and Low.  
Each zone has specific requirements that must be met.  The OBSCR Factsheet provides a 
summary of the main requirements.  It can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-
water/air/factsheets/obscrgeneralfactsheet.pdf. 

The OBSCR website contains further information on the regulation -
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-
burning/regulations/openburningregulation including links to: 

Smoke Sensitivity Zone Maps - https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-
land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation/smoke-
sensitivity-zone-maps.  

Venting Index Interactive Map - https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-
land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/ventilation-index.   

Custom Venting Forecast - It may also be possible to get a custom venting index (CVF) for a 
specific WL or area within a WL.  More information about how to get a CVF can be found at 
https://woodlot.bc.ca/open-burning-smoke-control-regulation-obscr/.  

25. Reforestation & Free Growing 
Unless exempt under section 34(2) of the WLPPR, FRPA section 29(3) requires a woodlot licensee 
who harvests timber under the licence to establish a free growing stand on the net area to be 
reforested in accordance with the WLP, the prescribed requirements, and standards.  The net area 
to be reforested is the area harvested excluding roads, reserves and non-productive areas.  Section 
35(2) of the WLPPR goes on to specify that  

“A woodlot licence licensee who is required to establish a free growing stand on an area must,  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/air/factsheets/obscr_general_factsheet.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/air/factsheets/obscr_general_factsheet.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation/smoke-sensitivity-zone-maps
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation/smoke-sensitivity-zone-maps
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/openburningregulation/smoke-sensitivity-zone-maps
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/ventilation-index
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/ventilation-index
https://woodlot.bc.ca/open-burning-smoke-control-regulation-obscr/
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(a) by the applicable regeneration date, establish a stand that conforms to the stocking 
standards that relate to the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification for the area, and 

(b) by the applicable free growing date, establish a free growing stand that conforms to the 
stocking standards that relate to the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification for the area.” 

The reforestation and free growing requirements; i.e. species, stocking, and free growing, are as 
per the stocking standards stated in the approved WLP.  It’s a WL licensee’s responsibility to ensure 
that the stocking standards are appropriate for the area to be harvested.  The WLPPR provides for a 
licensee to amend an approved WLP by proposing alternative stocking standards for an area 
(WLPPR, section 11(1)(c).  Also, note that the pre-harvest map (WLPPR section 33) must show the 
biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification to site series level and the stocking standards that apply to 
the area. 

If, for any reason, a WL licensee is unable to establish a free growing stand that meets the 
stocking standards on a site, then they must: 

- Notify the district manager and provide reasons why free growing can’t be met; and 
- Submit a proposal for establishing a free growing stand, including stocking standards, the 

free growing height and the latest date by which the stocking standards and free growing 
height will be achieved.   

25.1 Reforestation Plan 
While not a legal requirement, preparing a reforestation plan that identifies and can be used 
to schedule the various activities; e.g. ordering seedlings, site preparation, planting, stocking 
survey or intermediate cut surveys, etc. can be very useful. If planning to plant a site, be sure 
to check the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use/Seed Transfer Zones which can be found 
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/tree-seed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-
use?keyword=chief&keyword=foresters&keyword=standards. 

26. Commercial Thinning - Interior 
Interim Guidance for Commercial Thinning in the BC interior, including supporting documentation 
such as field forms and the information required to complete growth and yield modelling on a 
specific stand, can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/silviculture/stand-tending.  

  The guidance describes:  
- Key principles to guide the use of commercial thinning in the interior,  
- Examples of where and how commercial thinning should be applied,  
- Examples of how commercial thinning can be incorporated into timber supply review and 

forest landscape planning, and 
- Example stocking standards that maintain an economically valuable supply of commercial 

timber.  

27. Reporting 

27.1 Annual Report 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/tree-seed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use?keyword=chief&keyword=foresters&keyword=standards
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/tree-seed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use?keyword=chief&keyword=foresters&keyword=standards
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/tree-seed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use?keyword=chief&keyword=foresters&keyword=standards
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/stand-tending
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/stand-tending
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WLPPR section 76 - Annual Report requires a WL licensee to submit an annual report.  An 
annual report covers the 12-month period (January 1 to December 31) preceding the year for 
which the annual report must be submitted; 

- must be submitted on or before May 31 each year; and 
- must include  

o a copy of any amendments made to a WLP made under FRPA section 20(1); 
o a map or description of the approximate location of any resource feature or wildlife 

habitat feature, in or contiguous to a cutblock or road that a WL licensee became 
aware of during the reporting period; if the order respecting the resource feature or 
wildlife habitat feature requires it to be reported; and 

o any other information that the Chief Forester requires; i.e.  
(i) an obligation to establish a free-growing stand,  
(ii) an outstanding obligation to establish a free-growing stand;  
(iii) previously unreported roads constructed or used for an industrial purpose 

under conventional or 1 Cutting Permits; and 
(iv) government funded activities.  

In addition to being a legal requirement, it is important for WL licensees to promptly and 
comprehensively report on the regeneration and free-growing status of areas because if there 
is ever a catastrophic event such as a wildfire or flood, the data and information is needed to 
rationalize and justify relief under FRPA, section 108.  Section 108 allows the government to 
fund an extra expense or waive an obligation.   

The form and manner for reporting (i), (ii) & (iii) are established in the RESULTS Information 
Submission Specifications: Woodlot Licensees which can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation. 

More information about RESULTS, including how to gain access, can be found at:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results;  
and on the Federation’s website at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/results/.   

The form and manner for reporting government funded activities; i.e. (iii), can be found in the 
RESULTS Information Submission Specifications: Government Funded Activities which can be 
found at:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/final-
resultsinformationsubmissionspecificationsgovernmentfundedactivitiesedition61.pdf.  

Another annual reporting requirement established by the Chief Forester is that in the year that 
a 1 CP expires, a WL licensee must report all previously unreported roads constructed or used 
for an industrial purpose under 1 CP using the form found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/wlrrisform.pdf. 

27.2 Waste Reporting 
See section 21.1.  

27.3 Reporting 1 CP Roads 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results/business-and-policy-documentation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/silviculture/silviculture-reporting-results
https://woodlot.bc.ca/results/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/final_-_results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_6_1.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/final_-_results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_6_1.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/final_-_results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_6_1.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
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In July 2019, and in accordance with section 76(3(c) of the WLPPR, the Chief Forester made 
reporting 1 CP roads an annual reporting requirement.  Specifically, upon expiry of a 1 CP, 
roads that were constructed, maintained or used for an industrial purpose under the 1 CP – 
AND that will be retained for future industrial use – must be reported.  The reporting form and 
spatial information must be submitted to the district manager on, or before, May 31st of the 
year following the expiration of the 1 CP.  The 1 CP road reporting form can be found at:   
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/wlrrisform.pdf. 

The memo explaining the reporting requirements can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-
tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting1 CPonwllicence.pdf. 

28. Free Use Permits on a WL (Firewood & Christmas Trees) 
Reference: Forest Act, sections 48 to 49.1.  

Section 48(1) of the Forest Act lists the activities for which a person must obtain a Free Use Permit.  
The two most common with respect to WLs are firewood cutting and Christmas trees.  With respect 
to firewood, a person cutting firewood for their own personal use must have a Free Use Permit 
while a person selling firewood requires an approved Commercial Firewood Cutting Permit. 

28.1 Firewood for Personal Use 
A member of the public who cuts firewood on Crown land for personal use must have Free Use 
Permit issued by the District Manager (or delegate) for the Natural Resource District that the 
cutting will take place.  As the name suggests, the permit is free!  However, the permittee 
must possess the permit and any associated maps when doing the cutting and follow all of the 
conditions specified in it.  For most districts, a free use permit for firewood can be obtained 
on-line via the district website or at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-
resource-use/natural-resource-permits/firewood-permits. 

Free use firewood permits vary by district.  Permit applications and maps can be found at 
http://www.gov.bc.ca/firewoodpermits.  Most specify  

(a) a maximum volume that may be cut,  
(b) restrict firewood cutting to dead and down trees on vacant crown land, and  
(c) advise the licensee of the permit that they require a WL licensee’s permission to cut 

firewood on a WL - that’s because a woodlot licence grants the licensee exclusive right 
to the timber.  

Unless the permit specifies otherwise, there are no scaling or reporting requirements.   

28.2 Commercial Firewood Cutting 
Commercial firewood cutting must be authorized; i.e. a licence to cut or cutting permit.   

Firewood sold for commercial purposes must be scaled or, if utilized after waste surveys have 
been completed, scaled as a special forest product.   

A District Scaling Supervisor can authorize a WL to scale commercial firewood by the cord. 
Cords are converted to m3 when recorded on the appropriate form (FS 222) and reported.  
Round wood or logs can be scaled at roadside or authorized via samples (weight or by 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/wlrris_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting_1cp_on_wl_licence.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/memo-roadreporting_1cp_on_wl_licence.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/firewood-permits
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/firewood-permits
http://www.gov.bc.ca/firewoodpermits
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specified vehicle load slip designation, if it is not be transported to an authorized scaling 
location. 

Scaled volumes, whether determined via a waste assessment or by scaling of the firewood, 
does get charged against cut control and is subject to stumpage. 

28.3 Christmas Trees 
A member of the public may only harvest a Christmas Tree on Crown land for personal use and 
they are supposed to have a "Free Use Permit for a Christmas Tree" signed by the district 
manager or their delegate from the Natural Resource District where the tree will be cut.   

Free Use Christmas Tree Permits for most districts can be obtained on-line from the district 
website or https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-
resource-permits/christmas-tree-permits.  

All district permits are not the same.  Typically, a Christmas tree may only be cut from vacant 
crown land or from a WL with the licensee’s permission.  For a variety of reasons, Christmas 
tree cutting may be prohibited from some districts or areas within a district.  For specifics, 
check the permit for your district. 

29. Catastrophic Events, Timber at Risk &/or Forest Value at Risk  
From time to time a WL licensee may be confronted with a situation or circumstance that warrants 
timber being harvested on a priority basis; e.g.   

- timber impacted by a catastrophic event; i.e. a wildfire, blowdown, flood or pests;  
- timber or forest values at risk; or  
- forest value(s) at risk. 

but not have any AAC available; i.e. the licence is at or near 120% of the sum of the WL’s AAC for 
the current cut control period.  

Exceeding cut control will result in penalties consistent with the Forest Act and associated Cut 
Control Regulation.  Penalty billing is non-discretionary.  Reference: Forest Act, sections 75.41(1.1) 
& 75.91. 

If a WL licensee finds themselves in that situation, there are two ways to address it: 
1. Cut Control Limit Exemption (recommended); or 
2. New AAC Determination. 

For information on each, please refer to the sub-section in this Reference Guide entitled 
“Authorization to Exceed Cut Control Limit” and the following two memos: 

- Guidance Document to Deal with the Two Available Options Regarding Overcut Carry 
Forward Volumes of Timber Harvested as a Result of Catastrophic Events on Woodlot 
Licences - Effective June 27, 2011 (PDF) 

- Initial Guidance Memo: September 22, 2009 (PDF) 

In addition, where harvesting is motiviate by a catastrophic event or timber/forest values at risk, a 
WL licensee would be well advised to check and ensure the proposed harvesting is consistent with 
their approved WLP.  If not, the WLP should be amended.  The Federation prepared a WLP 
amendment template It is available at https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/.  While specifically tailored 
to wildfires, the concepts and approaches could logically be applied to other catastrophic events or 
timber at risk situations.   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/christmas-tree-permits
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/christmas-tree-permits
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_catastrophic.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_catastrophic.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_catastrophic.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/woodlots/guidance_doc.pdf
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/
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30. Wildfire & WLs 
Information about wildfire management can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-
management. 

30.1 Prevention, Planning & Preparedness 
Ideally, each spring, your local WL Associations will arrange a meeting with the local Fire 
Centre to plan and prepare for the upcoming fire season.  If not, then individual WL licensees 
should.  The Federation’s Engagement Agreement with BC Wildfire Services provides the 
context for such meetings.  The agreement, along with the Fire Centre contact list, can be 
found at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/. 

30.2 Requirement to Provide Contact Information 
Before March 1 of each year, a WL licensee who proposes or intends to carry out an industrial 
activity on or after March 1 and before November 1 of that year, must provide the ministry 
(district office and/or fire center) with a 24 hour a day contact telephone number for the 
person who should be contacted in the event of a wildfire. 

30.3 Suppression 
Legislation, notably the Wildfire Act and regulation, gives the ministry broad rights to enter a 
WL and undertake suppression and control action.  Ordinarily, a ministry official will contact a 
WL licensee to discuss and/or inform them about planned suppression and control activities. 
However, a wildfire is an emergency situation so this may not always occur.  WL licensees are 
encouraged to reach out and work with fire officials and crews. 

30.4 Fire Levy 
A portion of the annual rent paid by WL licensees; i.e. $.10/m3, is a fire preparedness levy.  The 
levy acts much like an insurance policy.  If a fire starts or spreads as a result of a WL licensee’s 
activity (e.g. timber harvesting, silviculture treatments, road construction, road maintenance 
or road deactivation), then government will not seek to recover fire control costs providing the 
WL licensee did not wilfully cause or contribute to the start or spread of wildfire.  This policy 
applies to Schedule A (private) & Schedule B (crown) land.  

30.5 Rehabilitation of Damage Caused Fire Control Activities 
Legislation specifies that government may rehabilitate sites where fire control or suppression 
operations have been carried out on crown and private land.  In some cases, compensation 
may be owed for damage to private land and/or infrastructure.  Government’s responsibility 
for rehabilitation and compensation can be complex and quite confusing.  A WL licensee is 
advised to request a copy of BC Wildfire Management Branch’s Rehabilitation Standard 
Operating Guidelines and seek counsel from a qualified person if required.   

30.6 WLs Impacted by Wildfires 
Extension and guidance documents to assist licensees whose WL has been impacted by a 
wildfire can be found at: https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/.   

• Wildfires & WLs General Information – This document offers answers to some commonly 
asked questions, including information about government funding an expense or waiving 
an obligation in the aftermath of a wildfire or other catastrophic event (FRPA, section 108).  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/


 
 

   

WL Reference Guide 
July 2021  

 
Page 55 of 57 

 

 

• Strategic Approach to Post Wildfire Activities on WLs – This document suggests a logical 
approach to what a WL licensee needs to do in the aftermath of a wildfire on their WL. 

• WLP Amendment Template (Wildfires) - A catastrophic event like a wildfire may necessitate 
amendments to the WLP in order to carry out operations.  For example, it may be 
necessary to include or change default practice requirements or modify areas where timber 
harvesting may not occur.  The template, which includes notes, is a tool to help guide a WL 
licensee and their consultant.  

• BC Wildfire Management Branch Rehabilitation Standard Operating Guidelines - Describes 
government’s responsibilities with respect to post wildfire rehabilitation where fire control 
and/or suppression operation have occurred.   

31. Fuel Management 
The Fire Mitigation and Fuel Hazard Reduction Checklist for Woodlot Licences offers guidance and 
advice to woodlot licensees and/or their consultants when considering whether or not to carry out 
a forest fuel management treatment.  There are legal requirements to consider; including the need 
to obtain a FRPA section 52 authorization to conduct the work.  The checklist and guidance can be 
found under the heading - Fire Mitigation and Fuel Hazard Reduction - at: 
https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/ 

Otherwise, more information about fuel management can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-
management/fire-fuel-management 

Information about funding for wildfire prevention, including fuel management treatments, can be 
found at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/funding-for-
wildfire-prevention 

Tools to assist with fuel management, including guidance to develop a fuel management 
prescription and fuel management stocking standards, can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-
management/fire-fuel-management/fuel-management  

32. Government Programs 
There are various government programs that provide financial and other support to woodlot 
licences from time to time.  Historically, these programs are time limited and even while they are in 
existence, the rules and requirements are constantly changing.  If you have a project idea which 
you think might qualify for funding under a government program, it is strongly recommended you 
contact your local district office.  

As of the date this document was being written, there were two main programs  
Forests for Tomorrow/Land Based Investment - The FFT/LBI Program was established in 2005 to 
respond to the catastrophic wildfires that occurred in the southern and central interior, and to the 
mountain pine beetle epidemic.  Guidance and more information can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/land-based-
investment/forests-for-tomorrow/guidance. 

https://woodlot.bc.ca/wildfires/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-management/fire-fuel-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-management/fire-fuel-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/funding-for-wildfire-prevention
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/funding-for-wildfire-prevention
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-management/fire-fuel-management/fuel-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/vegetation-and-fuel-management/fire-fuel-management/fuel-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/land-based-investment/forests-for-tomorrow/guidance
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/land-based-investment/forests-for-tomorrow/guidance
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Forest Enhancement Society of BC - The FESBC website describes the types of projects that are 
eligible for funding and guidance on how to apply.  It can be found at: https://fesbc.ca. 

When planning, and before commencing a government funded project, a WL licensee should check 
that: 

- The project is consistent with the licensee’s approved Woodlot Licence Plan. 
- The project is consistent with the licensee’s approved Management Plan and that any 

impacts on AAC are acceptable to the licensee.  
- The proper authorizations are in place for the project to proceed.  This may involve an 

authorization beyond a project being approved.  For example; if a project involves timber 
harvesting or road construction, then a cutting permit or road permit may be required.   

- Depending on the type of project, an authorization granted under FRPA section 52 may be 
required.   

Reporting of government funded activities is requirement.  The requirements, i.e. form, manner 
and content, are stated in “RESULTS Information Submission Specifications for Government Funded 
Silviculture Activities (RISS-gf)” document which can be found at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-
results/resultsinformationsubmissionspecificationsgovernmentfundedactivitiesedition5june2018.p
df  

33. Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development 

33.1 Regions & Districts Websites & Contact Lists 
Information about FLNRORD regions & districts, including contact information, can be found 
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-
resources/ministry-of-forests-lands-and-natural-resource-operations-region-district-contacts 

33.2 Map of Areas, Regions & Districts 

https://fesbc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_5_june_2018.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_5_june_2018.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_5_june_2018.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/silviculture/silviculture-results/results_information_submission_specifications_government_funded_activities_edition_5_june_2018.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/ministry-of-forests-lands-and-natural-resource-operations-region-district-contacts
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/ministry-of-forests-lands-and-natural-resource-operations-region-district-contacts
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