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What we are going 
to talk about…

1. Legal Framework

2. Forest Professionals 
Role

3. Forest Practices 
Board Role 



Legal Framework
Tenure Holder

Forest Range and Practices Act
Woodlot Licence Planning and Practices Regulation

• Woodlot Licence document
• Woodlot Licence Plan
• And permitting provisions

The Profession
Professional Governance Act
Forest Professional Regulation

• Bylaws
• Guidelines for Practice



What is Professional Forestry?
The practice of professional forestry means 
providing advice or services in relation to trees, 
forests, forest lands, forest resources, forest 
transportation systems, or forest ecosystems.

For example…
Visual resource management is the 
practice of professional forestry. 
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Visuals are not a “new” 
concept.

VQOs legally established
in 1994.



Training is available to forest 
professionals.



Operational guidance is 
available to forest 
professionals.
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Three key tests:
1. Visual acuity
2. Scale
3. Appearance

Visual 
Quality

Objectives



Publications are available to 
forest professionals.



Fundamental Purposes

The Board encourages:  

• Sound forest and range practices that 
instill confidence with the public and 
Indigenous peoples; 

• Continuing improvements in forest and 
range stewardship; and

• Fair and equitable application of FRPA and 
the Wildfire Act.



FUNCTION

Must do:

• Audits

• Complaint Investigations

May do:

• Special Investigations

• Special Reports

• Appeals



AUDITS

Who?
• All tenure holders – large and small.
What?
• 6 to 8 audits per year
• All plans and practices over a 

period of time.
• Assess compliance with legislation.
• Report publicly.
• Do not look at the effectiveness of 

practices.



The Board must investigate 
complaints regarding:

▪ Compliance
▪ Appropriateness of government’s 

enforcement.
Also:

▪ Help resolve complaints 
▪ Find improvements to help avoid 

conflict in the future
▪ Do not stop work or levy fines

COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS



Recent Reports: Woodlot related

• 2023 Audit of 5 WL in Campbell River

• 2023 Complaint Investigation  Turtle Valley

• 2019 Special Investigation Kooteney Lake TSA

• 2019 Audit of 5 WL Ft St John

• 2018 Audit of 11 WL in Nadina NR District

Findings:

Fire hazard assessments not completed; unsafe 
bridges; FG not met; harvesting without approved CP; 
not meeting stocking standards; VQO non-compliance



OTHER TOOLS
Appeals
• Review and may appeal decisions

Special Reports
• About issues in the public interest 

relating to: the general work of the FPB; 
particular cased already investigated

Special Investigations
• Investigate compliance with legislation 

or appropriateness of enforcement



Forest Practices Board reports 
are available to the public



Public
Expectations/ Interest/ Trust

Practice 
Requirements 
(Board Audits)

Forest Professional
Obligations

(Professional Audits)



Forest Professionals BC 
- Discipline
- Investigation
- Penalties
- Publications
- Competency Audits
- Practice Review
- Practice Standards/ Guidance
- Firm Regulation (coming…)

The Toolbox 
is not all

Hammers…

Forest Practices Board
- Audits
- Complaint Investigations
- Special Investigations
- Special Reports
- Appeals
- Make recommendations

Regulatory Toolbox



Forest & Range Practices Act (FRPA)



Legislative Importance



Forest Professionals BC has a duty to 
investigate allegations of unprofessional 
conduct or improper practices by forest 
professionals.



Nine Standards

1  Competence
2  Independence
3  Conflict of Interest
4  Due Diligence

5  Integrity 
6  Forest Stewardship
7  Safety 
8  Professionalism 
9  Reporting 
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