
This is the last Annual Report where 
the operations were conducted 
through the Federation of the BC 
Woodlot Associations.

The Board of Directors from 
the Federation of BC Woodlot 
Associations and the Woodlot 
Product Development Council 
created a team to review the 
Governance of the Woodlot 
program. After many meetings 
and conversations, it was decided 

that the best way forward to look after woodlots’ interests is 
to change and move the operation to one organization. This 
was finalized after the October vote during the 2023 Woodlot 
conference in Cranbrook.

After 36 years of the Federation of BC Woodlot Associations 
advocating for the Woodlot program the operations were 
transferred to the Woodlot Product Development Council. The 
Council was established by the Provincial Government in 1998 in 
order to provide products and services that benefit woodlotters. 
The Federation requested that the Council be formed as early 
as 1994 so that a levy could be collected from each woodlot 
licensee. Since 1998, the levy has been collected by the Province 
along with the Annual Rents collected and the levy portion has 
been transferred to the Woodlot Product Development Council 
in order to support administration and advocacy for woodlots. 
For the past 25 years that support occurred through a transfer 
from the Council to the Federation which allowed it to operate 
and hire contract staff. As of April 1, 2024 there will no longer 
be a transfer to the Federation, the Council will resume the role 
of advocacy with contracted staff. The Council will continue the 
operations and do business as Woodlots BC. At the same time, 
we will support the associations in their requests.

Over the years thousands of volunteer hours have looked after 
woodlot interests and the collective would not exist without 
the dedication of the selfless volunteers contributing their time 
around kitchen tables and board rooms to discuss the issues of 
the day. There have been more than 12 Federation Presidents 
and 11 Council Presidents on the respective Board of Directors. 

It is easy to say there have been over 100 directors that served 
on those boards. We owe complete gratitude to those pioneer 
woodlotters for the world-class woodlot program that we have 
today. We walk in the footsteps of great individuals.

As we conclude that chapter and start a new one for Woodlots 
BC we have witnessed a lot of change. We have seen some 
of our long-term friends move on and transfer their tenures, 
and there has been a continuous downloading of government 
administration. Going forward the pressures are expected to 
increase as society continues to expand the urban environment 
into the natural environment conditions that exist in our 
woodlots. 

It should be noted that with all the change in the forest industry 
there is one thing that has not changed for 25 years and that is 
the Woodlot Levy. It was never indexed with inflation. We have 
been doing more with less and this is not a sustainable situation.

Gord Chipman

Woodlot Product Development Council (dba Woodlots BC)

Our Purpose
Woodlots BC is the operating name of the Woodlot 
Product Development Council (WPDC), which represents 
woodlot licensees in BC.

Our purpose: Connecting woodlot licensees and giving 
voice to their tenure.

We Believe In…
•	 Woodlot licences and small-scale forestry

•	 The diversity of licensees, and the privilege to be a 
caretaker of the land

•	 Achieving social license by developing and 
maintaining a good reputation with neighbours, 
communities, and business partners

•	 Excellence in forest management

•	 Resilient and healthy ecosystems

•	 Advancing innovation

For presentation at the 27th Annual General Meeting of the Woodlot Product Development Council in Quesnel, BC on October 
5, 2024. To meet the quorum, a minimum of 5% or 42 votes from the membership must be received.

Annual Report 2023-24
For the Reporting Period April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024

Executive Director’s Message

Gord Chipman



2023 Minister’s Award 
Jon Seinen, W0126, of 
Houston, BC was the 2023 
recipient of the Minister’s 
Award for Innovation and 
Excellence in Woodlot 
Management. Seinen was 
presented with a signed 
certificate and a $10,000 
grant at the 2023 Woodlot 
Conference and AGM on 
October 28, 2023, in ?aq’am 
near Cranbrook. Jon stands 
out as both a leader in the 
forest industry and in his 
community. He is president of 
the Nadina Woodlot Association and a former director of the Federation of British 
Columbia Woodlot Associations. Seinen has a strong sense of social license and 
education, often inviting school and youth groups to the woodlot to learn about 
forestry, and handing out tree seedlings at the end of each tree planting season.
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Patrick Russell, Jon Seinen and Gord Chipman

Region
# of 
WLs

Area (ha) AAC (m
3
)

Private Land Crown Land Total Private Land Crown Land Total

Coast 123 4,195 63,814 68,009 22,445 344,001 366,446

North 318 15,476 210,884 226,360 19,273 458,811 478,084

South 399 28,337 250,610 278,947 27,098 583,385 610,483

Total 840 48,008 525,308 573,316 68,816 1,386,197 1,455,013

Impact
Even though woodlot licences make up a small portion of the total hectares of forested land in BC, they have a big impact on 
BC’s managed forest landscape because they are about much more than timber. Woodlot licensees make social, environmental 
and economic contributions in their local communities, and contributed 2.4% of all B.C’s Crown timber harvested in 2023.

Forest Investment Program (FIP)
FIP is  a provincial government initiative implementing an investment strategy that will provide economic and social benefit 
to British Columbians through the realization of increased future timber harvest volumes and increased value of the resource 
along with improved carbon 
sequestration, mitigation of 
climate change impacts on 
our forests, and protection of 
our forests from significant 
forest health and natural 
disturbance impacts. It is 
founded upon a Vote of the 
Legislature, authorizing the 
Minister of Forests to provide 
funding for certain forest 
management activities.

In 2023, the Federation of 
BC Woodlot Associations 
completed the following 
activities on woodlots. 

Forest District Activity Hectares Expenditure

Campbell River Spacing 11.6 $ 35,562

Cariboo-Chilcotin Monitoring Survey 64.7 $ 1,950

Nadina Surveys Px 552.7 $ 44,344

Peace Surveys Px 12.6 $ 3,845

Selkirk Spacing 2.7 $ 6,737

Skeena Stikine Surveys Px 47.5 $ 3,800

Stuart Nechako Surveys Px 433.6 $ 6,252

Thompson Rivers Planting 29.2 $ 54,478

Thompson Rivers Survey 245.8 $ 7,889

Thompson Rivers Site prep 6.9 $ 8,132

$ 172,989
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Annual Conference 
in Cranbrook  
The 2023 Woodlot Conference and AGM 
took place on October 26-28, 2023 at 
the historic St. Eugene Golf Resort and 
Casino in ?aq’am, near Cranbrook, BC, 
focusing on engagement and resiliency. 
Attendance hit an all-time high, with 170 
delegates from across the province, 
representing all the forest regions of the 
province and hailing from 62 different 
communities. 

WOODLOT PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

26th  Annual General Meeting
October 28, 2023, Cranbrook, BC  •  9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Minutes
**Winner of Early Bird Draw for Free Registration is Bill Hadden who kindly 
donated the money to the FBCWA Silent Auction. **

Note: The quorum shall consist of 5% of the total membership by a show of hands from 
woodlot licensees and proxy holders. The current membership consists of 841 woodlot 
licensees. The quorum is forty-two (42) licensees.

PART A: AGM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-23 (Ending March 31, 2023)

1.	 CALL TO ORDER & ESTABLISH QUORUM Chris Hawkins
•	 Meeting Called to Order at 8:57 am.
•	 To make a Motion, a licensee must state their name and woodlot 

number.
•	 Quorum was established with 73 registered woodlot licensees 

present, plus 22 licensees represented by proxy appointments.

2.	 ADOPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED Chris Hawkins
	 MOTION #1: To adopt the Agenda for the 26th Annual General Meeting 

of the Woodlot Product Development Council as presented.
	 M/S: John Massier W1406 / Lisa Marak W0344 Carried

3. 	 INTRODUCTIONS Brent Petrick
	 The Current Directors are:
	 Chris Hawkins 	 President
	 Gernot Zemanek 	 Vice President
	 Samantha Carter 	 Treasurer
	 Paul Galliazzo 	 Director
	 Lee Pond 		  Director
	 Dan Burns 		 Director
	 Ron Beauschene 	 Director
	 Lisa Zabek 	 Appointed Director

Council thanked Emma Neill, MoF for her support during 2022-23.
The Council Coordinator is Cathy McClary, Oyama
The FBCWA liaison is Mark Clark, Prince George

4.	 REVIEW OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2022-23 Samantha Carter
	 MOTION #2: To accept the Financial Statements for the year ended 

March 31, 2023 as reviewed and published in the 2022-23 Annual 
Report.

	 M/S: Lee Pond W1678 / Gernot Zemanek W1653 Carried (1 opposed)

5.	 PRESENTATION OF THE 26th ANNUAL REPORT Chris Hawkins
	 MOTION #3: To accept the Annual Report for the year ended March 31, 

2023 as published.
	 M/S: Dean Daly W1481 / Jeff Beale W1913 Carried

6.	 ADVISORY RESOLUTION SESSION Chris Hawkins
	 An advisory resolution allows the Council Board to consider the 

recommendations without the requirement of having a general vote by 
the members.

	 There were no advisory resolutions submitted.

7.	 QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION Chris Hawkins
	 Questions from the floor addressed a request for consideration by the 

Board to conduct an audited financial statement during the transition 
to the singular entity; and a question related to the method/process 
Council is using for the Investment Fund.

8.	 ADJOURN 26th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Chris Hawkins
	 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:14 am 

PT.

WPDC Past Presidents
Cathy Harris	 1997-2000
Marvin Strimbold	 2000-2003
Bas Delaney	 2003-2005
Paul Galliazzo	 2005-2007
Mike Larock	 2007-2011
Chris Elden	 2011
Denise English	 2011-2014
Jerry Benner	 2015
John Massier 	 2016-2017
Dean Daly	 2018-2019
Brent Petrick	 2020
Chris Hawkins	 2021
Brent Petrick 	 2022
Chris Hawkins	 2023
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WOODLOT PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

March 31, 2024

COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT
	 On the basis of information provided by management, we have compiled the statement of financial position of Woodlot Product Development Council as of 
March 31, 2024, and the statements of changes in net assets and revenues and expenditures for the year then ended, and Note 1, which describes the basis of 
accounting applied in the preparation of the compiled financial information and other explanatory information (“financial information”). 
	 Management is responsible for the accompanying financial information, including the accuracy and completeness of the underlying information used to 
compile it and the selection of the basis of accounting. 
	 We performed this engagement in accordance with Canadian Standard on Related Services (CSRS) 4200, Compilation Engagements, which requires us to 
comply with relevant ethical requirements. Our responsibility is to assist management in the preparation of the financial information. 
	 We did not perform an audit engagement or a review engagement, nor were we required to perform procedures to verify the accuracy or completeness of the 
information provided by management. Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion or a review conclusion, or provide any form of assurance on the financial 
information. 
	 Readers are cautioned that the financial information may not be appropriate for their purposes. 
	 The financial information for the year ended March 31, 2023 was compiled by another accounting firm and was neither audited nor reviewed and is presented 
for comparative purposes only. 

PMT CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS LLP
Williams Lake, BC October 1, 2024 
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