
By Sarah Sutton

Passion for woodlots has not 

diminished over the years, 

despite political, environmental 

and economic challenges, and 

that was more than evident at 

this year’s annual conference 

held in Quesnel, October 3-5. 

One especially poignant 

moment came when 

woodlotters responded to the 

prompt, “What does a woodlot 

mean to you?”

Just pause and think about that 

for a moment. What does it mean to you? 

Sharing 

Perhaps your thoughts are in line with 

Russ Clinton, who shared about 5 

generations on one woodlot.

A forester by profession, Russ shared that 

his woodlot prompted him to get out of 

the office more often and back into the 

woods. The first time he visited W0205, 

his father-in-law accompanied him and 

now Russ’ son and grandson are involved. 

Someday his great-grandchildren will also 

be on the woodlot, making them truly 

multi-generational forest stewards.

Or maybe you relate to Don Whyte, 

W1618, or Shelley Carter, W0043, who 

shared about the connections they’ve 

made through the woodlot licence 

program. “Some of the best people I’ve 

ever met are in this room,” said Don. 

And Shelley commented, “I’m proud of 

this organization. The people are heartfelt 

and there is no animosity here. It’s 

amazing to hear both the heartbreaks and 

the successes, and it’s a great family to be 

a part of.”

There was a treeplanter who shared, “I 

always like working for woodlots. There 

is obvious care and involvement by the 

licensee. Woodlots are the only places I’ve 

planted where the head of the company 

(tenure holder) comes out to visit the site.”

Giving back is also part of what makes 

woodlots special, whether it’s getting 

involved with local groups to offer tours, 
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donating materials and time to a 

community project, or providing 

scholarships to local students. 

Several licensees shared about how 

they ‘pay it forward’. Mark Tamas, 

W1579, said, “Through the woodlot, 

we were able to connect our activities 

to something bigger than ourselves,” 

explaining how they donate to Gavin 

Lake Research Forest and provide a 

bursary to the local school district. 

Harry Hooke and his family manage 

several woodlots in the Fort St. 

James area, including the high school 

woodlot in their area. “Woodlots have 

been a great economic activity for 

our family but also for the school. 

We’ve seen what the profits can do 

for the school including a sawmill and 

mechanics and woodworking shops. 

It’s given us the ability to give back to 

the community in a meaningful way.”

Others shared about the crossover 

between woodlots and recreation, 

whether it’s ski trails or biking 

areas, as well as the long-standing 

connection between woodlots and 

agriculture and ranching. 

The whole discussion of “What does 

a woodlot mean to you?” grew out 

of the afternoon panel on Saturday, 

October 5. Conference MC Mike 

Simpson moderated the session with 

panelists Reece Allingham, Patrick 

Russell, and Lhtako Dene Nation 

Chief Clifford Lebrun. 

Reece said that the woodlot to him 

is about family and friends. It’s a 

classroom that he and others can 

learn in. “I’ve been to 5 or 6 woodlot 

conferences and this has been 

the best one so far because of this 

session.”

Patrick Russell, Acting Director, Forest 

Tenures Branch, talked about the 

rich history of woodlots going back 

to 1948, thanked woodlotters for 

keeping the program vibrant.

Chief Lebrun talked about the 

woodlot recently obtained by the 

Lhtako Dene Nation and how it will 

be a “family operation, except for us 

our family is 200 members strong. 

Our succession plan is to be here 

for a very long time. 100 years from 

now we want to be telling you all the 

good things we’ve been doing on the 

woodlot.”

He reiterated the value of the 

conference and information sharing 

among members. “It’s the type of 

network that builds community. If we 

help each other out and build with 

each other, then only good things can 

come from that.”

While it is clear that there are many 

hurdles to overcome  as a licensee, 

there is also joy and connection in the 

experience of being a woodlotter - 

and that is something to value.

Field Tours

As part of the conference, on Friday, 

October 3, Woodlots BC offered 4 

choices of field tours to delegates, 

heading out in different directions 

from Quesnel.

Here’s a quick summary:

Field Trip North: Morning: Dunkley 

Lumber mill tour; Afternoon: City of 

Quesnel Fuel Management Trails

Field Trip East: Morning: PRT Nursery 

tour; Afternoon: W1406 John Massier

Field Trip West: Morning: Seed 

Orchard Tour; Afternoon: West Fraser 

Operations CT 30 year old pine

Field Trip South: Morning: West 

Fraser Plywood Plant Tour; Afternoon: 

W0526 Lhtako Dene Nation, historic 

horse logging, 3rd entry shelterwood.

Speakers

The conference offered a full line up 

of speakers on Saturday, October 

5, including a BC forest industry 

perspective by Jeff Mycock, a 

panel discussion about ‘What do 

Woodlotters Need to Know for the 

Next 5 Years?’, and Past, Present and 

Future Forests in the IDF by Kristi 

Iverson. 

To see the program and copies of 

the presentations, please visit the 

Woodlots BC Conference webpage: 

www.woodlotsbc.ca/w24

Woodlot Conference 2025

Woodlots BC is excited to announce 

that next year’s conference will be in 

Osoyoos, BC set for October 16-18, 

2025. It’s promising to be a great 

partnership with the Osoyoos Indian 

Band and licensees in that area. If 

you are interested in being involved 

in conference planning or sponsoring 

the conference, please reach out 

to Jessica Dodd, Woodlots BC 

Conference Coordinator at admin@

woodlotsbc.ca. 
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By Gord Chipman

October was a significant 

month for Woodlots 

BC, marked by key 

accomplishments in 

strategic planning, 

conference organization, 

and internal organizational 

changes.

Now that the restructuring has settled 

down the Board of Directors for 

Woodlots BC have started to meet 

on a quarterly basis. Most of the 

changes and restructuring have been 

completed. 

Strategic Plan: The organization 

started a Strategic Review of the 

Woodlots BC by meeting for two days 

before the Conference in Quesnel. 

This process was facilitated by Tom 

Lewis. We are currently creating 4 

objectives that we will focus on over 

the next while in order to advocate for 

the Woodlot Licence program. This 

plan is currently a draft but we have 4 

general Goals in the sights. 

� Strategic Goal 1 Relationships & 

Reputation

� Strategic Goal 2 Financial Stability

� Strategic Goal 3 Tenure Viability

� Strategic Goal 4 Serving the 

Membership

We know that developing the goals 

to focus on for the next 5 years 

is one thing. The hard part will be 

developing metrics that are used to 

measure if we are making progress to 

achieve the goals in a timely manner. 

This is a work in progress with the 

objective to complete the Strategic 

Plan before the end of November 

so that we can use these goals in 

the next round of developing the 

Operational budget in January.

Conference: Woodlots BC hosted 

a highly successful Provincial  

conference in Quesnel, bringing 

together 150 participants  and 

industry professionals to discuss 

opportunities and 

changes in the Forest 

industry. Highlights 

include: 4 field tours, New 

First Nation Woodlot, 

two panel sessions that 

were well received, 

promotional video, and 

salute to past Manager 

Brian McNaughton. 

The Federation of BC Woodlot 

Associations had an AGM on the 

evening of October 3rd. It was well 

attended by representatives of most 

Woodlot associations. The FBCWA 

will be winding down the organization 

and many decisions were made about 

the next steps. It is expected that 

this will be complete by March 2025. 

There are no contracts in place for 

the FBCWA. Everyone seemed to feel 

like it was ending on a positive strong 

note. 

Organizational Changes: As we 

have been functioning under the 

Woodlot Product Development 

Council we have been implementing 

changes to improve efficiency, 

streamline operations, and better 

serve its members. For more than 20 

years Cathy has been instrumental in 

conference planning and coordination 

of the Woodland Almanac. She is also 

supporting the Board of Directors and 

coordinating the funding programs. 

Going forward Sarah Sutton will 

produce the Almanac and Jessica 

Dodd will have the role of event 

planning and next year’s conference.

Building Capacity in provincial 

funding: During the month of 

September we began the process 

of identifying 25 different woodlots 

that are interested in having Wildfire 

Risk Reductions prescriptions 

prepared. The regional woodlot 

representative have been busy 

on this front. This is possible with 

a funding arrangement from BC 

Wildfire Service. From this step we 

will be able to apply to the Forest 

Enhancement Society to conduct 

treatments in 2025. October ended 

with a few applications submitted to 

the Silviculture Innovation Program 

and by mid-November, we will have 

submitted proposals to the Forest 

Investment Program for funding of 

eligibility surveys, road rehabilitation, 

and planting on Wildfire impacted 

woodlots.

Working with other organizations 

to promote the resource industries: 
We have been working with other 

resource industries like Truck 

Loggers Association, Council of 

Forest Industries, BC Cattlemen’s 

Association, Guide Outfitters 

Association of BC to highlight the 

importance of the natural resources in 

British Columbia. It was disturbing that 

the resource industries so valuable 

to British Columbia were not debated 

during the Provincial election. We 

attended a post election meeting on 

October 29 with many of the resource 

Groups. That was the first day that 

we knew that the NDP were forming 

a government so we could discuss 

what was unfinished business from 

the last government mandate. It was 

discussed that the urban centers do 

not have a clue about how important 

managed forests are. There are 

several protected areas that are 

suffering from no management. 

Stanley Park and Manning Park 

are obvious today. We saw what 

happened in Jasper this past summer 

or Tweedsmuir in the past. Woodlots 

BC has a lot of work to do on this file. 

Going forward I expect that some of 

the old activities like presentations at 

conferences, college and universities, 

and general external communications 

will be on our to-do list. 

Tour of the North East: Melissa 

Steidle and I toured Mackenzie, 

Chetwynd and Fort St John in 

September. Along the way we saw 

4 different pulp mills that have been 

shut down in the past 10 years. 

     Executive Director’s Report

Key Accomplishments and Changes
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Representatives of the Woodlot Associations gather at the conference for the Federation of BC Woodlot Associations’ AGM.

Now the North East have very few 

opportunities to sell logs with the 

mill closures that have occurred in 

the past 5 years. We discussed the 

possibilities of selling into Alberta. 

Pipelines have impacted 80% of the 

woodlots in the Peace.

Woodlots tenures taken back: 
In August and September, three 

woodlots in the Peace and one on 

Vancouver Island were offered and 

accepted compensation to extinguish 

their Woodlot Licences. Another 

woodlot on Vancouver Island had a 

partial taking. 

New Bursary has been awarded to 
Krystal Devick from Heffley B.C. We 

are pleased to see a bursary awarded 

to this future teacher on the basis of 

supporting our communities.

Future projects

Kindling Project - Matchmaking 

and introducing new woodlotters 

to woodlotters that plan to retire. A 

committee has been formed and an 

announcement will be published in 

future Woodlot Weekly emails.

Meet A Woodlotter: A promotional 

project featuring woodlot licensees 

from around the province will be 

coordinated by Sarah Sutton, with 

interview and writing assistance from 

John McClary. If you are interested 

in sharing thoughts about your 

woodlot, or you have a suggestion 

of a woodlot to feature, please 

email Sarah at communications@

woodlotsbc.ca

Waste and Residue: Tyler 

Hodgkinson has been working on 

this file. We have plans to meet 

with the Timber Pricing Branch. The 

Waste and Residue file was sidelined 

when the provincial election process 

began in September. We plan to meet 

with the Timber Pricing Branch in 

January to see if there is any common 

sense that can be injected into this 

requirement. The most common 

complaint is that it costs thousands 

of dollars to have a residue survey 

completed and then have a bill in the 

hundreds or less to pay as a result. 

We know that the level of waste on 

Woodlots is less than on the industry 

average. There are also changes 

coming to the Coast on the residue 

file.

Sustainable Resilient Old Forest 

Attributes Committee: We 

developed an information board 

and presented it at the conference, 

collecting comments and ideas.  We 

have prepared a draft pamphlet, list 

of Old Forest Attributes and a list of 

tools to maintain and recruit these 

attributes in areas scheduled for 

treatment/harvest.

Forest Practices Board: We have 

plans to work with the Forest 

Practices Board on a more formal 

basis in the future.

Future Meetings on the Radar 

November to January: In January, 

the Truck Loggers Association 

and the 22nd Annual BC Natural 

Resources Forum are occurring. We 

plan to meet with the new Minister 

of Forests; the Minister of Agriculture 

and Foods; and  the Minister of Water, 

Land and Resource Stewardship. 

As we shift into winter and create 

new relationships with the new 

government we will be listening for 

any changes to the Woodlot tenure 

program. We have many alliances 

in the resource sector and are 

interacting with government at the 

District, Regional and Branch levels. 

Certainty and stability are two major 

challenges that everyone in the 

province faces. With the 9 billion 

dollar deficit I expect that there will 

be changes in 2025 but hopefully 

not at the expense of the future. 

Interesting times for sure. 

     From page 4
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By Gord Chipman

There are many opportunities with 

change. Society has some pretty 

high expectations. The urban 

communities have the majority of the 

provincial vote which will impact rural 

communities.

This is not your grandfather’s forestry 

environment. Much has changed.

In this conference, we had two 

different panel sessions. The first 

panel session was about what you 

should be aware of in the future. 

Woodlots have some room for 

improvement based on past Forest 

Practices Board audits. Forest 

Professionals BC will be implementing 

regulations on Firms with forest 

tenures on public lands to ensure that 

society’s interests are being looked 

after. 

There are many different funding 

opportunities available and the need 

to establish relationships with First 

Nations is very important. The second 

panel session which seemed to be 

the most enjoyable was talking about 

what woodlots mean to everyone. It 

was a lot of fun to hear the emotional 

and personal ties to the land that 

woodlot licences give us.

We will be tested to see how 

resilient we will be in the future: 

biozone shifting, wildfires, hardwood 

resilience. We are aware of the 

demographic changes and the fact 

that the average woodlotter is a 

baby boomer. The transition and 

succession of the woodlots is here 

and now.

We are the incubator of innovation 

and we have been doing it for 

decades. We have lots to share and 

lead the industry in great ideas. We 

do not want to lose all the good 

learning outcomes that you have. We 

need to capture them through stories 

and promotion.

Going forward we are focusing on our 

priorities for the next five years. We 

will be amplifying and promoting the 

woodlot program in the province. We 

have a “no net loss” strategy.

We are focusing on working with the 

government to address our interests. 

I plan to meet our new Forest Minister 

before Christmas. The results of our 

strategic plan and the latest survey 

that we conducted will be shared with 

the executive of the government.

As the Federation winds down, 

we acknowledge the great work 

done over the past 35 years of its 

existence.  Now, as we have seen for 

the past six months, the interests of 

woodlotters will be looked after by 

Woodlots BC. 

I appreciate sponsors of the 

conference, the conference 

committee and all the volunteers on 

the Boards that are working towards 

great land management.

By Ed Hughes

The Annual General Meetings (AGMs) 

of the past involved many keynote 

speakers. This year’s AGM was more 

home-based and included many things 

that might improve the woodlot world 

for our members, communities and 

forests that we manage.

Good presenters all had some woodlot 

specific current issues and projects to 

discuss. When woodlot licence holders 

and their partners come to the new 

type of AGM, aka Conference, they 

can expect to hear about things that 

impact their world. Engaging woodlot 

licence holders by demonstrating 

what is happening to them is a big 

improvement and chatting with people 

from all over the province is always a 

highlight.

I had the privilege of touring John 

and Hazel Massier’s woodlot and it 

was fantastic. A couple that truly lives 

in the center of their woodlot world. 

Great engagement with their private 

and crown land forest, introducing the 

group to lots of management issues 

and accomplishments.

Finally, the video of Dean Daly and 

family was the highlight for me. Dean 

has been involved for decades, which 

when recognized makes me feel really 

great. His video hit the nail on the head.

Woodlot Conference Thoughts

Support for using the Woodlot for Windows AAC program is available to 
all woodlot licensees or their representatives.  

Contact Tom Bradley    email: tom@woodlotsbc.ca
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By Tyler Hodgkinson

I thoroughly enjoyed the conference 

as the topics aligned nicely with the 

challenges we currently face in the 

forest industry. 

The topics discussed directly addressed 

the pressing issues of dwindling timber 

supply and top-down forestry policies. 

Jeff Mycock’s presentation emphasized 

the importance of local control in 

forest policy and management. This 

aligns with the growing recognition of 

the need for more localized decision-

making in the forestry sector. 

Kristi Iverson’s presentation on the 

Interior Douglas-fir zone and fire 

suppression supported the work of 

Woodlots BC in wildfire risk reduction. 

This demonstrates the conference’s role 

in promoting knowledge sharing and 

collaboration on important provincial 

issues.

And my favorite presentation was, 

“What Woodlots Mean to You?” This 

was such a great discussion, it was 

particularly impactful, highlighting the 

personal and professional benefits 

of the woodlot tenure program. 

This emphasizes the positive role of 

woodlots in providing opportunities and 

empowering individuals and families. 

It gave all of us the opportunity to 

describe how the woodlot tenure has 

provided so much opportunity to those 

of us fortunate enough to be involved in 

the program. 

You don’t really realize how 

empowering the woodlot program is 

until you hear all the great things that 

the folks in the room had to share. 

Overall, the woodlot program provides 

purpose and from that purpose, 

great opportunity to BC families and 

individuals alike to be caretakers of a 

forest and participate in a forest industry 

dominated by large corporations.

The woodlot conference was successful 

in fostering a sense of community and 

shared purpose within the forestry 

industry. 

Purpose of Woodlots BC:
Connecting Woodlot Licensees
and Giving Voice to their Tenure. 

Values we believe in: 

Woodlot Licences and small-scale forestry

The diversity of licensees, and the privilege to be a caretaker of the land

Achieving social licence by developing and maintaining a good reputation 

with neighbours, communities, and business partners

Excellence in forest management

Resilient and healthy ecosystems

Advancing innovation

n 

     From page 6

Please note: 
The opinions expressed in the 

Almanac do not necessarily 

reflect those of Woodlots BC, the 

Board, or its members.

Links of Interest

•  Our own website:

http://woodlotsbc.ca

• BC Government: 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca
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Can Thinning Operations be Used as a Form of 
Ungulate-adapted Forest Management? 

By Roy V. Rea, PhD, RPBio, AFP

Variability and complexity describe 

both habitat use by moose and 

habitats used by moose. Moose 

habitat requirements vary, among 

other things, with season and by 

sex and age class of moose. Use of 

both disturbed and natural forests 

by moose have been documented 

by researchers and what appears 

to be most recorded is high use of 

aquatic and edge habitats but also 

mixed, uneven-aged forest and – at 

certain times of the year — primary, 

uncut forests.

Moose and Mill Needs

Like most species, moose require 

an abundant supply of food and 

cover. Moose diets are variable 

and not completely understood 

but staples such as willow, birch, 

aspen, subalpine fir, fireweed, and 

aquatic macrophytes appear to top 

the list in BC. Cover required by 

moose is both for security, allowing 

moose to remain undetected, and 

thermal cover that allows them to 

stay cooler in summer and warmer 

in winter. It can also act as a means 

of snow interception to minimize 

accumulations on the forest floor 

and to minimize energy required by 

moose to travel.1,2,3 Small openings 

created by timber harvesting can 

aid in the production of browse 

used by moose.4 However, moose 

that characteristically forage close 

to cover and along edges make 

little use of large openings that 

would expose them to the elements 

and potential predators.5 We’ve 

all seen moose in the middle of 

clearcuts but that is because they 

are easy to see there.

 With increasing popularity of 

commercial thinning operations 

in 30–60-year-old stands to 

meet fiber demands, it is worth 

examining questions that have 

started being asked about the 

value of thinned stands for moose, 

especially in areas where moose 

populations have declined. Some 

research investigating the impacts 

of commercial and pre-commercial 

thinning on moose has been 

conducted, but much remains 

unknown. Over the last year, I 

have reviewed the literature on 

the subject and now summarize 

a portion of my findings here as a 

primer for more discussions around 

the value of thinned stands for 

moose.

Thinned Stands and Moose-

Related Values

The value of thinned stands for 

moose appear to vary along 

many axes. These include 

site productivity, the age and 

composition of the stand, the 

season of harvest, what is taken 

and what is left behind (both in 

terms of quality and quantity of food 

and cover6,7), and the configuration 

of what remains. Because moose 

require an interspersion of food 

and cover,8 thinning operations 

that target closed-in stands with 

poor forage quantity and or quality, 

appear to benefit moose, likely 

due to a response by deciduous 

plants to an opening of the stand. 

Stand management objectives 

that target fiber extraction but 

also create stand characteristics 

that benefit moose, have been 

termed Ungulate-Adapted Forest 

Management by some authors.9

 Thinning operations should 

create openings that are large 

enough to produce browse but 

also leave strips or pockets of 

unharvested timber (Figure 1). These 

strips should be thick enough to 

provide sufficient thermal, snow 

interception and security cover if 

all the seasonal needs of moose 

are to be met. As a result, the width 

or size of both cut and uncut areas 

of the stand will be site- and tree 

density-dependent. For example, in 

one study, snow drift and piling from 

large openings filled in uncut areas 

making them difficult for moose to 

use in late winter.10 Authors suggest 

that the size of the openings and 

the composition and density of what 

is left behind must be considered 

in light of the prevailing winds and 

the slope and aspect on which the 

harvesting is conducted. Stands 

with less ability to intercept snow 

are less likely to be used by cows 

with calves that could struggle in 

deep drifts,11 making stands that do 

not intercept snow of limited year-

round value to moose.

Figure 1. A strip of timber commercially 

thinned from a 40-year-old stand of trees 

that regenerated following the Bowron 

River clearcut. Photo credit: Roy V. Rea, 

PhD, RPBio, AFP, September 12, 2023.
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What gets left behind should be 

useful to moose and operationally 

feasible to create but should also 

include tree and shrub screening 

along openings so that moose 

are less visible to hunters and 

predators. Thinning trails and 

openings should be curved to 

reduce sight lines and the amount 

of potential windthrow. Where 

conifers that are used by moose 

(such as cedar, Douglas fir, and 

true firs) are being thinned, topped 

and delimbed on site, harvesting 

in winter could provide easily 

accessible conifer browse in the 

winter of harvest.12 Harvesting 

in winter also creates a stronger 

response in deciduous resprouting 

in spring than when timber is 

removed at other times of year. 

Where operationally feasible, 

minimizing damage in harvest areas 

to already-established sapling-stage 

browse trees and shrubs leaves 

more food for moose. Research has 

shown an increase in the forage 

quality of trees and shrubs left 

uncut in harvested areas following 

the removal of competing trees.13

Use by moose occurs immediately 

in the years following thinning,14 but 

long term use likely depends on 

many factors and requires study.

All efforts to rehabilitate roads 

and eliminate herbicide use should 

be made in any form of ungulate- 

adapted forest management 

planning and operations.

Seeking Answers

Following a thorough review of the 

literature, I have more questions 

than answers concerning the 

usefulness of thinned forest 

stands for moose. Questions left 

unanswered include:

• the optimal age, structure, and 

composition of stands to target;

• the optimal width of the cut and 

uncut strips/areas;

• the length of time that thinned 

stands are useful to moose;

• the usefulness of thinned stands 

for moose relative to other 

treatments or no treatments at all; 

and

• the impact of thinning on 

biodiversity, ecosystem function, 

and on species such as caribou.

I don’t advocate thinning or thinning 

for moose in addition to logging 

primary forests at current rates of 

extraction. Rather, I see thinning 

as a way to maintain some amount 

of fiber supply so more primary 

forests and the myriad old growth 

attributes and species assemblages 

within them can be left intact. In this 

regard, I view what I put forward 

in this article as a way to add 

value to thinning operations as the 

government of BC begins to launch 

new measures to protect more old 

growth.15

Thinning means different things 

to different managers, so specifying 

the type of thinning in question and 

its potential impacts to moose will 

     From page 8

Figure 2. Infographic highlighting considerations that could be made for moose in thinning operations.
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narrow the scope of the operation. 

As with most research, seeking 

answers to a few questions leads 

to many others being formulated. 

Some research forests such as the 

John Prince Research Forest are 

working to answer these questions. 

Landowners and licensees may also 

qualify for reduced stumpage as 

they seek to address the impacts 

of large-scale disturbances through 

thinning for fiber and wildlife 

values.16

 The importance of using local 

rights-holder and stakeholder 

knowledge and knowledge from 

forest planners, wildlife managers, 

loggers, naturalists, guide-outfitters, 

and others about how to manage 

stands in various regions under 

varying site conditions for both fiber 

and moose is imperative.

 If you have any questions, 

comments, or suggestions about 

how to use thinning as a way to 

increase moose habitat value or if 

you know of documented impacts 

of such treatments on post-harvest 

habitat use by moose, please feel 

free to contact me at roy.rea@unbc.

ca.

Summary of Management 

Considerations

Thinning can be used to increase 

fiber production, while maintaining 

non-timber forest values such as 

wildlife habitat.16 For thinning to 

be of optimal benefit to moose, 

planners and forest managers 

should consider the following 

(Figure 2):

• Openings/strips must be large 

enough to create a browse 

response, oriented relative 

to prevailing winds to reduce 

blow down, snow drifting and 

piling, and to reduce visibility for 

predators and hunters.

• Unharvested retention areas 

must be vast and thick enough 

to provide security/thermal/snow 

interception cover

• Harvesting should be conducted 

in winter to stimulate resprouting 

response from deciduous stumps 

and root stocks and to provide 

harvest slash as browse

• Retaining unmerchantable sapling 

size browse trees and shrubs 

in harvested areas should be 

attempted.

• Where thinning has been done, 

all roads should be rehabilitated 

and the use of herbicides left 

unconsidered.

• Both short- and long-term 

monitoring of tree and moose 

response to treatment is critical.
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By Melissa Steidle

Climate Based Seed Transfer 

(CBST) guidelines have been 

in place since May 2022 and 

should now be used by all 

licensees in the province. It is 

far easier to use than the older 

methods as all you need is your 

Biogeoclimatic (BEC) Zone. To 

avoid a lot of navigating through 

the Seed Planning and Registry 

Application (SPAR) to find the 

seedlots for your BEC Zone, use 

this tool: https://maps.forsite.

ca/204/SeedTransfer/

In the link, you can choose your 

species and your BEC Variant 

and the seed that fits that zone 

lines up is a perfect little column.  

If you are finding seed for more 

than one BEC Zone, you can 

choose them both and the tool 

will find all the seedlots that fit in 

all the zones.  

However, when you do get to 

entering the data into SPAR you 

still need to enter elevation, 

latitude, longitude and BEC 

Zone. Sometimes SPAR doesn’t 

believe that the lats and longs are 

actually in that BEC Zone.  Just 

make sure that you get the seed for 

the correct BEC Zone, the lats and 

longs are not the deciding factor for 

determining if you’ve met the Chief 

Forester’s Standards for Seed Use.

This tool is also an easy way to 

see if you are within the western 

larch Assisted Migration Range. In 

2010 the Chief Forester released 

guidance to expand the range of 

western larch as it was shown to 

be climatically suitable based on 

projections to 2030. The goal was 

to provide another species to use in 

response to climate change impacts 

such as extreme weather events 

and forest health epidemics.  

Western larch has shown to be a 

well growing tree that can handle 

a wide range of sites and climate 

extremes. I’ve seen it with its top 

snapped off from heavy snow 

load, and respond quickly with 

a replacement leader and good 

growth. It seems to grow well in 

areas with a low site index and 

grows really well in areas with a 

high site index. One thing western 

larch does not love is living in 

saturated soils. If you want 

to try larch on your woodlot, 

plant it where its roots won’t be 

waterlogged often. Larch is a 

softwood deciduous tree with red 

tinged wood, and is naturally rot 

resistant, though not as much as 

cedar. It grows quite quickly and 

forms thick bark like Douglas-fir, 

making it fire-resistant. 

Why was western larch, with a 

current range in the southeast of 

BC chosen to plant further than 

its current range? Western larch 

is a cold tolerant, high elevation 

species, both of which we have 

throughout BC. Climate change 

models show that climate norms 

are going to move north. Did 

that make sense? In other words, 

wherever you live right now, look 

south and that is the climate you 

can expect to transition into. 

(Who just considered planting 

grape vines?) 

CBST Guidelines works with 

this concept for all species. You 

are already planting seed that 

will grow now, but capable of 

surviving in the projected climate. 

Where larch is projected to fail is in 

Montana, the southern most extent 

of its current range. Foresters in the 

Unites States are expecting that 

western larch will not be included in 

the future.

So, as you are deciding on which 

species to plant in your woodlot, 

check out the CBST tool and see if 

you are in a western larch zone. If 

you want to test some out, it should 

be already in default stocking 

standards as part of the 2010 

Assisted Migration Memo. But do 

check!  

Climate Based Seed Transfer Guidelines

Ron Crosby stands in front of Larch (in the 

background) and pine at woodlot in Mackenzie 

held by SD57. Students planted the larch in the 

background in the mid 90’s. The scraggly pine in the 

foreground was planted the same year.

Please help us out! If you are transferring or selling your woodlot, make sure the new 

licensees get their own copy of the Almanac by asking them to send their contact 

information to Woodlots BC Communications. Also, if you wish to remain on the 

Almanac’s mailing list let us know. 
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Photo Highlights
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Woodlots BC Conference
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Woodlots BC is pleased to announce 

that Krystal Devick of Heffley, BC is 

the recipient of the 2024 Woodlots 

BC Bursary for $5,000. 

The Woodlots BC Bursary, new 

this year and a successor of 

the Federation of BC Woodlot 

Associations’ annual scholarship 

program, is intended for a recipient 

who has a proven track record of 

being engaged in their community 

and has aspirations for continuing 

education or post-secondary 

education enrolment. The bursary can 

be awarded for either academic or 

vocational pursuits.

In her application, Krystal Devick 

shares about a significant change 

in her life in the past year. She 

transitioned from a career as a 

Professional Agrologist to attend 

Thompson Rivers University and 

pursue a Bachelor of Education 

degree. This work hiatus and career 

redirection is especially challenging 

with three young children at home as 

well. 

Devick’s career as a P.Ag. allowed 

her to develop extensive knowledge, 

collegiality and teamwork skills, 

including successfully stepping into 

leadership and mentoring roles as 

she gained experience. As she grew 

in both her professional and personal 

life, she began to feel increasingly 

driven to help positively impact future 

generations through becoming a 

teacher.

When she graduates in April, she 

will be (to her knowledge) the only 

student graduating with not only a 

B.Ed. degree, but also a certificate 

in Leadership in Environmental 

Sustainability. Hard-working, 

passionate, and determined to 

continually learn and grow, Devick 

understands the profound power and 

responsibility a teacher has. 

As a final statement, Devick shared 

part of her teaching philosophy:

The aim of education should be 

preparing people to thrive in and 

contribute to society. This presents 

as comprehension of not only 

academic knowledge, but also 

social responsibility, communication 

skills, and practical/critical thinking 

skills. Education should provide 

students with tools and resources 

to be successful and happy in their 

communities.

Upon receiving the news that she was 

this year’s recipient, Devick replied:

Dear members of Woodlots BC,

I am deeply honored to have been 
selected as the recipient of the 
2024 Woodlots BC Bursary. You 
have touched not only my life, but 
also the lives of my family. I am 
incredibly grateful for your support 
as I transition into a teaching career. 
By pursuing this passion, I will have 
the opportunity to make a positive 
impact on the next generation of 
British Columbians. 

Thank you so much for your 
generosity!

Sincerely,
Krystal Devick, B.Sc., P.Ag. 
(Retired)

Krystal Devick awarded Woodlots BC Bursary

The first ever recipient of the new Wood-

lots BC Bursary: Krystal Devick, with her 

family.
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By Melissa Steidle

Oh, late fall is the fun time of year 

when everyone gets out those drip 

torches and mixes up a secret sauce to 

go burning. So fun! And probably the 

highest risk activity you undertake on 

your woodlot.  

 Four things to remember to do 

before you light up, one of which 

applies regardless of whether you light 

up or not (paperwork).

1. The Burning Registration Number

2. The Fireguard

3. The Smoke (Venting)

4. The Paperwork

 In that order, no exceptions. If 

you have logged, but can’t burn 

because waste assessments aren’t 

done or venting won’t let you burn, 

you still must fill out the Fuel Hazard 

Abatement Assessments.

Easiest on the list is the first step. 

Get yourself a Burning Reference 

Number. The reference number is only 

valid for two weeks, so remember to 

renew. Call 1-888-797-1717 or email 

hpr.1800@gov.bc.ca to get a Burning 

Reference Number. If you email, you 

need to receive a response with a 

Burning Registration Number before 

you officially have a number. Have your 

coordinates of where you are burning 

and approximate number of piles handy 

when you phone.  

The second step: The Fireguard. This 

is new-ish. It was effective on March 31, 

2024. The new policy breaks burning 

into four Open Fire categories. We’re 

only going to discuss Category 3 Open 

Fires which are piles that meet one of 

the definitions below:

� Three or more piles each not 

exceeding 2 metres in height and 3 

metres in width

� One or more piles each exceeding 

2 metres in height or 3 metres in 

width

� One or more windrows, none of 

which exceed 200 metres in length 

or 15 metres in width

� Stubble or grass over an area 

exceeding 0.2 hectares

 So, if you are burning piles under 

Category 3 Open fire, you need to 

ensure a fuel break is in place around 

the pile and inside the cutblock. A 

fuel break can be one of two types:

� A barrier or change in fuel type or 

condition. 

� A strip of land that has been 

modified or cleared to prevent fire 

spread. For example, you can blade 

a fire guard around the pile. This is 

a modification to the land as the pile 

is now surrounded by mineral soil.

 Take this step seriously, I know of 

a licensee that was charged for not 

having a barrier around piles. They 

were fined. You don’t want one of 

those.

 You’ve got a Burning Registration 

Number, there is a fuel break around 

your piles and your fingers are itching 

to strike that match (really, we all use 

lighters or little butane torches, but it 

doesn’t have the same ring). Now onto 

the most complex step, Venting.

Venting, why so important? We’ve all 

tasted ash in our mouths from extreme 

smoke days from Wildfires and we 

aren’t allowed to introduce this much 

smoke into an airshed for hazard 

abatement. Let’s break this into steps:

1. Where are your piles located and 

what is the Smoke Sensitivity Zone is 

that in?

2. Now that you know what Smoke 

Sensitivity Zone you are in, what does 

that mean? 

3. Now that you know what kind of 

venting you need for your zone, check 

that venting.  There is a website for 

that! https://envistaweb.env.gov.bc.ca/

aqo/files/bulletin/venting.html 

 Check your venting and keep a 

copy. You can print them to pdf and 

keep them in your digital records. Or 

just print them if you like filing paper.

 You’ve got a Burning Reference 

Number, fireguards and adequate 

burning, so burn baby burn.  But you 

are not done yet. Now we need to get 

our paperwork together.

Until the paperwork is done, you 

aren’t done. There are three pieces of 

information you are required to have 

on file if you are ever audited by the 

Forest Practices Board.  Unfortunately, 

Woodlots have a not-so-great record 

when it comes to Board Audits.  We 

have a 7% fail rate, which is higher than 

any other licensee. Why? We for the 

most part, do what we need to do, but 

we don’t write it down. Also, be warned, 

there will be more audits for obvious 

reasons.  

 If you’ve harvested, you need to 

fill out the Wildfire Hazard Abatement 

Form until the hazard is abated. You 

can make your own, or you can borrow 

one online. Fill it out at every change in 

season until the hazard is abated. 

 Once you burn, you need to make 

sure you’ve got the Venting Indexes on 

file, the Burning Reference Number and 

a Fire Hazard Assessment Form until 

the hazard is low.  

 You are responsible for the piles 

to be extinguished, so a field check 

is required, especially in the spring or 

maybe even into the summer. Take 

photos of the extinguished piles and 

keep on file.

To summarize, because it was a 

lot of information, here are the key 

takeaways. As always, know your local 

regulations. This is an overview, and 

may not apply to your area. Check 

your local municipality or regional 

district to see if there are other burning 

requirements. Do the following to avoid 

fines and shine at your next Board 

Audit:

� Wildfire Hazard Assessments

� Burning Reference Numbers

� Fuel Breaks around piles

� Venting

� Follow up Paperwork

� Make sure the piles are out! 

Four Steps to Burning

Pile burning on a woodlot in the Kootenay-

Boundary District 
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Maxime 
Lepine 

I am writing 

to provide an 

overview of 

my current 

professional 

journey as a Registered Professional 

Forester in the application as a 

candidate for the election of Board of 

Directors for Woodlots BC. My name 

is Maxime Lepine, and I am of Metis 

and Huron First Nation Heritage. 

With a Bachelor of Applied Science 

(B.A.Sc.) focused on Forest Resources 

Management from The University 

of British Columbia (2011), I have 

accrued a diverse range of skills and 

experiences throughout my career.

My professional history is marked 

by an unwavering commitment 

to the sustainable and economic 

management of natural resources, 

particularly in the field of forestry.

I am currently employed by 

Squamish Nation under their 

economic development branch 

Nch’kay Development Corporation, 

where I currently hold the position 

of Forestry Manager for Sqomish 

Forestry LP. In this role, I have 

continued to champion sustainable 

resource management, environmental 

awareness, and Indigenous 

relationships, indigenous land 

planning and old growth deferrals for 

various tenures. Currently managing 

TFL 38, Woodlot 1930. I also foster 

a relationship with the Squamish 

Community Forest and Cheakamus 

Community Forest in which Squamish 

Nation is a shareholder in each.

I am also the proud owner of Woodlot 

1606 which is located between Merrit 

and Kamloops on Palmer Meadow 

Lakes. In the past year, I was also 

in the management group for the 

following woodlots: Bonaparte First 

Nation W1604 and Pat Roach W1478.

I am excited to continue my journey 

in the forestry industry and remain 

committed to fostering positive 

relationships between the forest 

industry, government, and Indigenous 

communities. My experiences have 

shaped my dedication to responsible 

resource management/extraction 

and cultural preservation, and I look 

forward to contributing to these 

important goals in the years to come.

All my relations,

Maxime Lepine, ENVR Tech, RPF 

Eddy Plant

My forestry career 

began at 17 with 

a summer job 

timber cruising in 

the Quesnel area. 

Since then, I have 

consistently worked in the bush, 

gaining experience in various roles 

such as tree planting, block and road 

development, log buying, planning, 

and operation supervision. 

In 2014, we acquired W0138 in the 

Kispiox Valley, and since 2017, I 

have been running my own forestry 

consulting company, with the woodlot 

being a key part of the business. 

Throughout my career, I have 

collaborated closely with Woodlot 

Licensees, Government, Utilities, 

and First Nations on projects across 

the Northwest. This extensive 

experience has given me a strong 

understanding of forest and non-

forest values and the regulatory 

framework that governs our work. I 

also understand the importance of 

good communication and a balanced 

approach to problem-solving.

I am a passionate woodlotter and 

a strong proponent of small-scale 

forestry, diversity in license and forest 

innovation. 

My diverse background in the forest 

industry and my thorough working 

knowledge of the woodlot program 

and its regulatory framework make 

me a good fit for this role.

Eddy Plant RFT 

Introducing Two New Board Members

Where your $0.25 
annual levy goes

The Woodlot Product Development Council has a responsibility to ensure funding 

originating from the woodlot levy is prudently managed and used only for work 

and activities consistent with the Purpose 

of the Council which are to: Promote a 

positive image of the woodlot industry 

and its products; educate the general 

public and buyers about the benefits 

of BC woodlots and small-scale 

forest management and initiate and 

support research programs for the 

development and enhancement of 

the woodlot industry in the province. 

The pie chart shows a breakdown of 

where the levy is used. 

Membership 

Support 86%

Business

Obligations 1%

Almanac 2%

Levy Refunds 

11%
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MEMBER

The Woodland Almanac is always looking for creative submissions for “Member Reflections” 

related to small-scale forestry. We’d like to hear from you on stories from the woodlot or see your 

photos from the block.  “Member Reflections” can also be used to share obituaries on licensees who 

are no longer with us. If you’d like to submit an article or photo, 

contact Sarah Sutton at communications@woodlotsbc.ca.

By Melissa Steidle

I have been to a lot 

of conferences over 

the years, a handful of 

those were woodlot 

conferences/agms.  

They all have the same 

feel, some with bigger 

headliners, some in 

fancier settings, all with 

different forestry themes, 

but really, they were 

interchangeable.  Forestry 

has absolutely changed 

and grown over the years 

and we are talking about new 

practices (or new to us practices), 

but it is all forestry.  How to take the 

trees, how to grow the trees and 

how to keep our communities safe, 

engaged, and sustainable.  The 

focus is always on how to do those 

things as well as maintain a healthy 

ecosystem.

We talked about and saw those 

things at this conference as well.  

And while I was fascinated by 

the talks about broadleaves and 

the state of the industry, the most 

memorable piece of the conference 

was the last panel.  Never, in any 

conference that I have been to, 

have we ever talked about what the 

forest meant to us.  

Brooklyn, when you stood up and 

said you are in forestry because 

you got a bursary from the Stuart 

Nechako Woodlot Association, 

you brought a tear to my eye and 

I looked around and saw we were 

all impacted by the stories that 

were being told.  How woodlots 

have made a difference in your 

lives, how being a part of a group 

of trees, shrubs and moss is so 

much more than trees, shrubs and 

moss.  Rather they are connected 

to your emotional wellbeing.  

These connections are the most 

important part of anyone’s life, 

these connections to a landbase, 

to other people or your favourite 

tree, these are more important than 

money in the bank or whether you 

have granite countertops or not.  I 

was in awe of how you all shared 

these connections and stories, 

how you all heard each other, and 

added another piece.  How you all 

felt each other’s connections to the 

woodlot licence.

There are few places in today’s 

world that aren’t divided or where 

something can be said without 

numerous comments 

advocating for the 

opposite, or worse 

outright bullying.  There 

needs to be more 

venues where people 

can meet with the same 

degree of interest and 

acceptance that I saw 

at that AGM.  Woodlot 

licensees have always 

been my favourite 

clients.  Licensees come 

from so many different 

walks of life, with so 

many different ideas and 

experiences.  We all see forestry 

through different lens, depending 

on the boots in which we’ve walked 

through the forest and yet we met 

and laughed, talked and cried 

under the umbrella of these small 

little area-based tenures.

Perhaps this is the piece of woodlot 

management we don’t share well 

because it’s so intangible.  Perhaps 

this is the most important aspect 

of woodlots, a blend of forests 

and society, a small place to be so 

connected. Perhaps woodlots are 

priceless.  

And perhaps there is something to 

forest healing and I really should 

watch the Webinar offered by 

Forest Professionals BC.

Thank you for sharing a piece of 

ground your boots have walked at 

the Quesnel AGM. 

Priceless
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The frequency and magnitude of 

fall and winter storms characterized 

by heavy rainfall and high winds 

seem to be increasing. A recent BC 

Hydro survey finds that 3 in 5 British 

Columbians say the worst fall/winter 

storm they have ever experienced 

has been within the past 5 years. 

BC Hydro data shows that severe 

weather events in the last 3 to 5 

years have led to some of the most 

damaging storms in BC Hydro’s 

history.

BC’s forest health aerial surveys show 

that the area of windthrown timber 

in 2021 (12,600+ ha) was 3 times the 

average over the last decade.

Wind events pose significant risks to 

people working on and traveling to 

and from woodlots and community 

forests. This bulletin provides 

licensees, managers and workers 

with guidance and resources they can 

use to plan and conduct operations 

that minimize risk of injury to workers 

during those events.

Understand the lay of the land

• It’s impossible to predict exactly 

where big winds will touch down. 

But history and topography may 

provide clues. What have you and 

other locals experienced? Is there 

evidence of recent or historic 

windthrow in or around your 

tenure? Which stands, sites and 

topographical features are most 

exposed to the usual flow of storm 

weather? Use that information to 

gain a macro-level sense of where 

risks are likely to be greatest.

Take advantage of proven tools

• BC researchers and foresters have 

developed high-quality windthrow 

risk assessment tools (see links 

to resources below). Use those 

tools to build a working-scale map 

showing relative windthrow risk.

• Use that knowledge to plan 

treatments (e.g., planting species, 

thinning density, harvest timing to 

limit canopy height differences) 

that can help reduce windthrow 

risk potential.

Be prepared

• Even if you haven’t been able 

to apply those treatments, use 

assessment results to understand 

where you and your crew shouldn’t 

be when there’s a storm on the 

way.

• Identify (or build) muster areas 

where there’s no risk of someone 

being struck by falling trees, or 

rocks dislodged by falling trees. 

Tell your crew about those areas. 

Identify them on the logging plan 

map.

• Equip vehicles with tools (e.g., 

power saw, tow strap) and train 

operators to deal with minor 

windthrow incidents that could 

prevent exit from an area.

• Avoid parking vehicles near 

hazardous trees or overhead 

hazards.

• As part of normal road inspections 

or when roads are re-activated, 

evaluate risks along routes crews 

will use to get to muster areas, and 

routes they will use if they must 

leave the area entirely. On both 

sides of those roads, identify and 

deal with trees that are at risk of 

toppling or breaking off in a storm.

Plan work accordingly

• Find a weather resource that 

Ensuring Worker Safety During Wind Events
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provides reliable forecasts. Check forecasts and 

alerts daily, especially during storm season. If a 

storm might be on the way, watch the weather and 

be ready to respond. Use a weather app with radar 

imagery that shows how storms are tracking.

• Your best plan may be to suspend all work or 

some work types until the storm has passed. 

For example, layout crews, hand-fallers and tree 

planters are at greater risk than people in ROPS-

equipped machines.

• Another option may be to move crews from 

moderate and high-risk areas to low-risk areas 

(based on your risk assessment / inventory).

• At your pre-work meeting, explain the plan and 

make sure everyone is clear.

• If the plan is to evacuate crews if the storm picks 

up, remind them they need to leave the bush 

before they’re at risk. As a rule of thumb, manual 

crews should leave the bush if they see or hear 

trees falling or tops/branches breaking off.

• Have reliable communications. If you decide it’s 

safe to keep working, increase check-in frequency. 

If you suspend work, check to make sure everyone 

arrives safely at the muster area.

After the storm

• Assess the area to determine if the wind has de-

stabilized trees or rocks. Remove those risks and/

or adjust your work plan before allowing crews to 

work in those areas. Crews working in windthrown 

areas must be properly trained and equipped for 

the higher risk work site conditions.

• Debrief after the event. What worked? What didn’t? 

Use what you learn to be even better prepared for 

the next big wind event.

Resources

• Introduction to Dangerous Trees on Forestry 
Worksites – The BC Forest Safety Council

• UBC FRST 557 Forest Operations Module 
Lecture 5c Windthrow

• BCTS Windthrow Management Standard 
Operating Procedure

• Windthrow Management Manual for Coastal 
British Columbia

• Silviculture and stand management training – 
Module 5.3 Windthrow

• BCFSC Safety Alert 
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By Tyler Hodgkinson, 

Woodlots BC South Region 

Representative

In 2023, a 

comprehensive analysis 

of logging residue and 

waste management 

was conducted using a 

woodlot dataset from 

101 cut blocks in the interior of British 

Columbia, covering a total area of 

1,157.25 hectares.  This study aimed 

to evaluate current practices, assess 

the utilization of low-grade wood, 

and identify waste levels compared 

to district averages.  The findings 

revealed insights into seasonal 

harvesting trends, fiber utilization, 

and the economic implications 

of waste management practices.  

By analyzing the data, the report 

highlights the discrepancies between 

actual waste levels and district 

averages and provides actionable 

recommendations to enhance 

sustainability and profitability in forest 

operations.  Ultimately, the insights 

gained from this analysis serve as 

a crucial foundation for informed 

decision-making regarding residue 

and waste management strategies.

The analysis revealed 

significant variability in 

cut block and aggregate 

populations, with sizes ranging 

from 0.33 hectares to 154.90 

hectares and an average of 

11.46 hectares.  The primary 

silviculture system employed 

was clearcut, accounting for 

64% of the total, followed by clearcut 

with reserves at 28%.  Lesser-used 

methods included patch cuts (2%), 

single-tree selection (3%), and 

shelterwood (3%).  Notably, clearcut 

systems typically generated the 

highest waste rates, primarily due to 

the complete removal of trees and 

the resulting debris accumulations.  

Harvest seasons were predominantly 

winter (51%) and fall (26%), aligning 

with conditions that minimize 

wildfire risk.  Interestingly, despite 

expectations, no significant 

differences in waste levels were 

observed across the seasons, 

suggesting that waste management 

practices may be more influential 

than the timing of harvests.

Before harvesting, the percentage 

of dead potential in stands ranged 

from 1% to 50%, with an average of 

12%.  However, when accounting for 

wildfire-affected stands, this average 

increased to 30%.  Understanding 

dead potential is essential for 

assessing biomass availability and 

planning efficient harvest strategies.  

When low-grade logs (G4 and G6) 

were utilized, waste levels averaged 

only 56% of district averages.  In 

contrast, when low-grade materials 

were not used, waste levels climbed 

to 89% of district averages.  This 

significant difference underscores 

the economic advantages of utilizing 

low-grade materials rather than 

leaving them on-site, promoting both 

sustainability and profitability in forest 

management.

A substantial 68% of recorded 

waste was associated with G4 logs, 

indicating a need for improved 

utilization strategies for these 

materials.  The findings support 

investment in infrastructure for 

processing low-grade logs, turning 

waste into revenue streams.  

Survey costs varied significantly 

based on block size, with smaller 

blocks incurring higher per-hectare 

Tyler Hodgkinson
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costs. The overall average survey 

cost was $228.12 per hectare, with 

costs declining as block size or 

aggregate population increased.  

For instance, aggregate populations 

over 40 hectares averaged $60.00 

per hectare.  A key finding was that 

delivering low-grade logs reduced 

average survey costs by 20%, 

showcasing a direct correlation 

between utilization and economic 

efficiency.

The average cut block area stratified 

for debris piles was 1.2%, with the 

remaining 98.8% attributed to the 

dispersed stratum. There was only 

a minor component occupied by 

cold decks.  Eighty percent of the 

recorded waste was found in the pile 

strata, with 19% in cold decks and 1% 

in the dispersed strata.

The analysis revealed that actual 

waste was, on average, 22% lower 

than district averages, reinforcing 

the value of conducting residue and 

waste surveys.  When comparing 

2023 survey data to the 2024 district 

averages, this differential increased to 

31.5%.  This discrepancy emphasizes 

the risk of relying solely on district 

averages, which can lead to a loss of 

future harvest opportunities.  License 

holders are better off conducting 

a waste survey to reduce their 

reportable waste and realize future 

harvest potential in sawlogs.

In summary, the analysis underscores 

the critical importance of effective 

logging residue and waste 

management practices in enhancing 

sustainability and profitability within 

forest operations.  By prioritizing the 

utilization of low-grade materials 

and conducting thorough waste 

surveys, woodlot managers can 

significantly reduce recordable waste 

levels.  Looking forward, Woodlots 

BC is dedicated to improving current 

survey methodologies and reducing 

associated costs by focusing on 

proactive waste management, 

ultimately fostering long-term 

sustainability and profitability within 

the woodlot program. 
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By Sarah Sutton

Wayne Klein, W0478 

and W1623, of Rock 

Creek, BC is the 

2024 recipient of 

the Minister’s Award 

for Innovation and 

Excellence in Woodlot 

Management. 

Klein was presented 

with a signed certificate 

and a $10,000 grant at 

the 2024 Woodlots BC 

Conference and AGM 

on October 5, 2024, in 

Quesnel.

“This family [Wayne 

and his son Garth] exemplifies what 

it means to be a woodlot family,” 

said Marley Chewter, Tenures Officer 

Selkirk District, Ministry of Forests. 

“Once I asked why he hand-falls on 

flat ground and his response was 

‘well, I could hire someone to use 

a feller buncher for two weeks, or I 

could employ myself, my son and our 

friend all year long’.”

Klein’s harvesting 

practices focus on 

improving the stand 

rather than maximizing 

profits. He uses 

primarily partial cuts 

and intermediate 

stand improvement 

harvesting, resulting in 

park-like post-harvest 

stands. With care and 

thought, Klein takes 

the time and utilizes all 

fibre, sending the right 

log to the right mill.

A long-time member of 

the Boundary Woodlot 

Association and 

licensee for more than 30 years, Klein 

has a genuine interest in all phases of 

licence management. His son Garth 

manages the woodlots alongside him 

as a family operated business.

Minister’s Award

Patrick Russell (l-r) was on hand to award Wayne Klein of Rock Creek, BC 

with the 2024 Minister’s Award for Innovation and Excellence in Woodlot 

Management. Tyler Hodgkinson, Woodlots BC South Region Rep, and Gord 

Chipman, Woodlots BC Executive Director, also presented the award.

Big Bark Falling Ltd.
Amanda - Manager 250-319-6898
James - Owner/Operator 250-320-5039

We are a SAFE Certified Company offering
full service logging including:

•  Certified BC hand fallers
•  Bunching, Hoe Chucking,
 Skidding, Processing, 
 and Loading
•  Site Prep
•  Pile Burning
•  Road Building/
 Deactivation

Based out of Barriere, BC 
Operating in the North Thompson area: 
Kamloops, Barriere, Clearwater, Adams Lake, Salmon Arm and Vernon
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FOREST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

  

SMALLER EQUIPMENT and SMALLER DISTURBANCE
THINNING TREATMENTS PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC VALUES
Services Provided:

A.M. ANDERSON VENTURES LTD
5896 Trent Drive, Prince George, B.C. V2N 2E9

Cell: (250) 997-7790                                                                                                amav.pg@amav.ca

Gord Chipman, Executive Director 

of Woodlots BC, Tyler Hodgkinson, 

Woodlots BC South Region Rep, and 

Patrick Russell, Forest Tenures Branch 

(Ministry of Forests) were on hand to 

present the award.

In his acceptance speech, Klein 

humbly said, “Thank you. I simply can’t 

express how much this means to me.” 

This is the 2nd year with the award 

being given to only one woodlot 

licensee, instead of three recipients as 

in previous years. In 2023, Jon Seinen 

of Houston, BC received the award.  In 

2022, the awards were given to the 

Carter family (Coast and Provincial 

overall), Del Williams and Mike 

Cummings (South) and Cliff Manning 

(North). The award program was first 

introduced at the AGM in Quesnel, 

September 2010. 
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