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Licence Program are still working 
hard to interpret and assess the 
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Operations recent Old Growth 

It was set out in their document,  A 
New Future For Old Forests.

sector are struggling with the lack 
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ALMANAC
THE WOODLAND

Old Growth Deferral & Recruitment: 
A New Future for Woodlot Licences

Special Old Growth Edition

Woodlot cut block in the Shuswap Okanagan logged January 
2021. Area around cut block is now considered ‘Old Trees’ under 

the new OG deferral.



A joint publication of  the Federation of  BC Woodlot Associations & the Woodlot Product Development Council

3

and operational reasons or to maintain 

     From page 1

[1] Page 4, Old Growth Technical Advisory report, October 2021.

dated November 2, 2021.
Note: The OG maps show 844 Woodlots.  The Woodlot report from the 
Forest Tenure Administration System dated Nov. 18, 2021 lists 847 
Woodlots in BC.  
The discrepancy has been noted and is being worked on.
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by Brian McNaughton,
FBCWA General Manager

 

 This attests to their sustainability, as well as social 
acceptance. Woodlots would not continue to exist in urban 
interfaces or near communities if social licence wasn’t 
being achieved.

regarding,

licence area

and resources in the woodlot licence area

 It is worth noting, though, that it is not uncommon for 
woodlots to have retained old growth, recruitment forests 
and older forests in wildlife tree retention areas, riparian 
reserve zones, on steep slopes, in ungulate winter ranges, 
visually sensitive areas and other reasons.

Legal Implications of Old Growth Deferrals

Brian McNaughton,
General Manager
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WOODLOT LICENCES & OLD GROWTH DEFERRALS

Frequently Asked Questions

Will the government be supplying better, more 
accurate, maps showing the recommended old

 growth deferral areas and recruitment forests?

 
The Technical Advisory Panel’s report references a 
‘Methods Supplement report.’  Will the government 
be making the detailed methodology the panel used 
for the analysis, including parameters and threshold 
values available?

 
 If a First Nation concurs with a deferral 
recommendation, does that mean an area is or will be 
deferred?

where there is agreement with Indigenous Nations and 

 
What do I do if I believe an area on my Woodlot 
recommended for deferral isn’t actually old growth?

 
Who is responsible for doing the validation and 

 
If I have an approved Cutting Permit (CP) and/or 
Road Permit (RP), can I proceed with operations?

 
Is there any consideration being given to the impact of 

sustainable management.

Can I still apply for and get a CP and/or RP 
approved?

  
Will there be any opportunity to manage and harvest 
some timber from recruitment forests and/or old 
growth areas?

 
If there is an Old Growth deferral on a Woodlot, will a 
new Management Plan and amended Woodlot Licence 
Plan be required?

 
Why are Woodlots included in the deferral plan when 
they are supposed to be managed for sustainable 
timber production?

Industry Webinar Questions and 
Answers – Nov. 6-9, 2021

 It can be found at woodlot.bc.ca website 
under Woodlot Management>Notices & Bulletins
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by Tom Bradley

“Until a new strategy is implemented, 
defer development in old forests 

irreversible biodiversity loss.”

 
The Supplement has been requested but has not been 
supplied.

Copies of the web 
presentation have been requested but have not been 
provided.

DEFERRALS

Further information
on which landscape units and how/where this

Ancient Forests

Explanation of the
Old Growth Deferral Area Selection Process

Tom Bradley

cont’d on page 7 ...
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Remnant Old Ecosystems

are located in 

Big Treed Old Growth

with the largest trees using stand 

No 
information has been provided 
on how the height and diameter data was combined and 
ranked.

The parameter “naturally expected” is important.

Further information is 
promised but has not been made available to date.

the 

on, 

The Big-Tree selection process could and did identify 
Ancient Forests and Remnant Old Ecosystems as Big-

     From page 6

cont’d on page 8 ...

Ponderosa Pine Dry Belt Old Growth



A joint publication of  the Federation of  BC Woodlot Associations & the Woodlot Product Development Council

8

Tree areas. However, such overlap areas were left in the Ancient or Remnant categories, and not added to Big-Tree.

Class Total Area (Million ha) Unprotected Area (Million ha)

RECRUITMENT

We are not aware of an explicit request from government to defer harvest in recruitment areas, but the Panel’s 
recommendation is to do so.

For example, if a licensee determines that a NDT 3 forest area is in fact age 122, not the 145 reported in the VRI, is 

explained above?

     From page 7

Words of praise for BC’s Woodlot Licensees from the 
Ministry of Forests

“I am pleased to announce Bob and Greg Sahlstrom as the top overall provincial woodlot licence award 
recipients for 2020, which is well deserved after the Sahlstrom family’s 70 years of managing their woodlot 

licence area. They are dedicated to maintaining a productive and diverse woodlot operation and generously 
share access to the property for their local community to enjoy.”

“I am pleased to announce Ben Wilson is a woodlot award recipient for his commitment to his community 
and First Nations capacity building. Ben is a great example of what the woodlot program can be for small, 

cont’d on page 9 ...
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     From page 8
Woodlot Licence Old Growth Stats

Observations

Minister FLNRORD
“I’m encouraged by the work that Charles 

Bloom Secondary school is doing to 
prepare the next generation of forestry 

workers. This type of innovation is also an 
educational opportunity for the surrounding 

community. It’s a pleasure to name the 
school as this year’s provincial and South 
area award recipient for innovation and 
excellence in woodlot management.”

CBSS W1908 in Lumby, not only a managed forest  
outdoor classroom will be heavily impacted by the Old Growth 

Deferrals announced by government. CBSS Forestry/Trades 
Program Teacher, Martin Tooms and students
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by Emma Neill, FLNRORD Tenures Branch

Reprinted from 2021 Fall Almanac

associated maps take an ecological 

and through engagement with 

option to amend the Woodlot Licence Plan to include old 

Should a licensee not wish 
to amend permits or plans, 

including initiating “Designated 

recommendations in the Old Growth 

with First Nations communities, tenure 

FLNRORD Old Growth Deferrals 

BC’s Recommended Old Growth
Deferral Areas and Woodlots

6  of BC’s 847 Woodlot Licences 

have some area recommended for old 

growth deferral by the Technical 

Advisory Panel .

11.1 million hectares of remaining 
Old Growth in BC of which only 

3 hectares on WLs has been 

recommended for deferral by the TAP. 

This represents ONLY 0.3 % of the 

old growth that currently exists in BC.

Priority Deferrals
An Ecological Approach

VIEW DOC AT WWW.
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by John Marlow and Coleen 

Resources Ltd., Quadra 
Island, BC

management on Quadra 

within the Woodlot 

Of that, approximately 
5000 hectares, or 33% of the island, is under some sort 
of protection; primarily provincial and regional parks, as 
well as some ‘forest service reserve’. 

Although not a legally binding 
document, many Woodlot Licensees have committed to 
complying with the Quadra Plan in their Woodlot Licence 
Plan, thereby making the Old Growth retention commitment 
legal. 
 As the majority of Quadra forests are a result of 

remaining on the island and therefore the community 
strongly values the older trees and older forest types 
remaining.

Woodlot Licence, there 

in enhanced Riparian 

 At the site level, in most cases some level of retention 
is maintained for long-term biodiversity value. 

 These retention systems are most prevalent in high-use 
areas, along public roads and popular hiking routes, and 
are avoided in areas with forest health challenges (root 
disease) or areas highly susceptible to wind damage. 

silviculture systems and the recent ‘Big Tree Policy’ where 
the intent of several rotations of forest management 
will be halted once the retained trees reach the big-tree 

tree.

local industry, the local college and high school, as well as 
the local Woodlot Association. In September of this year, 
we also hosted members of the Forest Practices Board as 
part of their workshop on innovative forest management 
activities happening on the coast. 
 We welcome visitors from industry, education and 
government to survey our woodlot and learn about our 
practices. 

Old Forest Management at Woodlot Licence 1611

to reforestation and forest health, leadership in protecting caribou habitat, dedication to the local community and 
have educated local youth on the importance of personal responsibility in taking care of our forests.”

Forest Practices Board Workshop, September 2021 WL 1611
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Approximately 40% of our Smithers 
Woodlot is affected by the Old Growth Panel 
recommendations. The entire Woodlot area 
was logged (~1948). I sampled two random “old 
growth” sites and the ages were 145 & 130 years. 
The largest trees (11” & 10” DBH) in each plot were sampled. In addition, 
this area shares a common border with Babine Mountains Provincial Park 
(already preserved). 

This is not old growth and this is not science. It is clearly a preservation effort. In a 
nutshell, if we lose 40% of WL 1506A our Woodlot is no longer economically viable.

~ Skeena – Mark Adamson, WL 1506A

There wasn’t any practical, financial, or virtue-signalling reason for us leaving 
[old growth trees]. We just liked them and the profound experience, to us, of simply 
standing beside them. So we left them there, much to the chagrin of observers at the time. 

[W]e have a situation where our land base will be reduced and our AAC affected because 
we liked the few old firs and left them standing.

They do not constitute an Old Growth ecosystem by any stretch of the imagination. But for us, 
they are a reminder to be good stewards and be humble and respectful in that endeavour.

~ Omineca - Murray McLean, WL 0639

 Not having a formal academic background in forestry I remember 20 
or 30 years ago trying to get my head wrapped around terms like ‘“culmination 
age”, “over mature”, “faller select”, etc, as they were the buzz words used 
in that era’s good forest practices. 

Next it was terms like “coarse woody debris”, “wildlife trees/snags”, 
“mycorrhizal fungi”, now the latest is “fuel loading”, “fuel mitigation”, 
“carbon sequestering”, but please someone tell me how Old Growth in 
the interior squares with all these terms...? 

~ Cariboo - Rod Blake, WL 0071

Management and retention of older age class forests is recognized as an extremely 
important aspect of forest management on Quadra Island and specifically within the Woodlot 
Licence Program.   Retention of existing older age forests and recruitment of a suitable 
percentage of old forest for future generations is practised at the Island wide landscape level, 
the woodlot level, and the block level.

~ North Coast Region - John Marlow, WL 1611

The Priority Deferrals were released with no information about how to manage immediate operations. Licensees 
who had approved Cutting Permits and set to get started were stressed and looking for answers. The maps 
showed recruitment areas which heavily overlap most of our Woodlots in the Fraser Valley. 

The lack of quality data and methodology for stand verification is still an issue. Everyone is in “wait and see” 
mode. Our members are quite pessimistic about the future of forest management.

~ South Coast Region - Kevin Webber, FVWA President
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This is a bigger story than just woodlots. The [Annual Allowable Cut] is too high, has 
been accelerated due to fires and beetles. The government of BC, past and present, has 

made no effort to assist or prepare the most affected communities. 

The AAC was not sustainable and is based on 1970s forest economic policy and no longer 
reflects actual forest management sustainability or ecological integrity of our future forests. 

Whether the old growth deferral is a good policy, I don’t know.  I do believe the AAC has 
to be adjusted downward, the old growth deferral is likely to do that.  

~ Northeast – Chris Maundrell

Old Growth Deferrals will have a financial impact from loss of AAC, create a forest 
fire hazard from decadent and dying timber and be a breeding ground for bark 
beetle. This combined with the loss of the ability to manage will have significant 

impact if not be fatal for small area based tenures.

~ Thompson-Okanagan - Jim Stewart, WL 1615

The woodlot model of sustainability is harvesting the older forests as the 
younger stands grow to maturity. If the older forests are now ‘off limits’ the 
only alternative is to harvest young forests that haven’t had time to grow to 

their maximum potential and reach maturity. 

Such an approach is contrary to the sustainable management practices the 
Sahlstrom’s have been employing for nearly 100 years and threatens the 

economic viability of Woodlot 0403. 

~ Kootenay-Boundary - Stu Deverney, WL 0403
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by Stu Deverney 

Minister’s Award for Excellence and 
Innovation in Woodlot Management. 

through an ‘old growth 

Old Growth Deferrals and W0403 Sahlstrom Enterprises

Field tour on Sahlstrom WL 0403, Castlegar day of Minister Conroy’s 
award presentation

“B.C.’s woodlot licence program is a unique way to give British Columbians the opportunity to manage small-scale 
forestry operations on Crown land. John and Dave Gregson are worthy recipients of this award, and exemplify the 

importance of incorporating public engagement and input in the successful management of their woodlot.”

cont’d on page 15 ...
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additional administration, higher logging and trucking 

throughout our region and 

constrained management to maintain and protect old growth 

than half of the woodlot unavailable for timber harvest, 
which would render the woodlot uneconomical to 
operate. 

I am sure it is not the 

contractors and spends its 

are the odds that all ten Nations will come to the same 

     From page 14

Stu Deverney with Minister Conroy in a Cedar block on the day of the 
Minister’s award presentation 

cont’d on page 16 ...
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by Murray McLean

Woodlot 639  - 
The Last 37,230 Days Or So

how that might impact 

and allow us to maintain the 

     From page 15

“Saulteau First Nations have clearly shown innovation and strong, sound forest management. Their consideration 
for wildlife and non-timber values, while maintaining high woodlot productivity, is a job well done.”

cont’d on page 17 ...

McLean River Drive

Please note: 
The opinions expressed 

in the Almanac do 
not necessarily 

Federation, the Council, 
or their members.
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registered letter threatening to cancel and 

growth on at an astonishing rate, much 

 

     From page 16

Rough and Tumble Days

logging done by my grandfather in the 1930’s. 
Certainly not what anyone would classify 

them standing. Something inspiring about 
survivors. Trees or people.” 

~ Murray Mclean
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Woodlot Viability
After 40 Years of Stewardship

by Kevin Day, Woodlot Licence 0343, Kelowna, BC

My father has been recognized twice in that period for 
his excellence in the management and stewardship by 
receiving the Minister’s Award for excellence in woodlot 
management. 

When we were awarded 
the woodlot licence, it 

Needless to say, the reward for this hard work was not 

improving the forest health by removing the threat posed 
by a large population of bark beetle with minimal impact 
to the overall biodiversity of our woodlot. 

Again, it should be apparent that forest health was the 

main priority here for future generations. 

original loggers logging 

We have 
preserved this old growth 
wood for the value of its 
history. 

Elk that makes “Woodlot 

All these years of care and attention to the biodiversity of 

Growth Deferral initiative. 

The future viability of our continued stewardship of 
this woodlot is severely and unfairly challenged by this 
arbitrary and political initiative. 

Douglas Fir stand managed on the Day Woodlot, Kelowna
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An Argument for Woodlot Forest 
Management

by Don Whyte

Had these lands not fallen into the woodlot licence management regime, but 
instead been open to conventional, industrial logging, it is doubtful these 
values would exist as they do today. 

The woodlot program, with its much smaller and slower harvest goals, 
has been very good for the long term existence of the many forest values, 
including old growth. 

It can be fairly argued that the abundance of existing old growth is because 
of the woodlot program.  This is why it seems counter-intuitive to remove 
lands from continued woodlot forest management. 

forest cover.  For these reasons, maintaining a land base within woodlot 

structure of a forest. 

 

Thompson, Minister 
FLNRO

“Ron and Doug Fuller 
have led the way 

in building a viable, 
thriving business 

without compromising 
forest stewardship 

values. For 30 years, 
the Fuller family has 

been a positive force in 
Powell River – and in 

the woodlot community 
throughout the province. 

Congratulations to 
Ron and Doug and 
all award recipients. 
We appreciate your 

industry leadership and 
value your long-term 
commitment to the 
woodlot program.”

Donaldson, Minister 
FLNRORD

“Congratulations to 
Ross and Janice 

Freer and their family 
on receiving this 

award for innovation 
and excellence in 

woodlot management 
in the south area of 
the Province. Their 

commitment to forest 
health, reforestation, 

public education 
and promotion 

of manufactured 
British Columbia 
wood products 

supports the woodlot 
licence program’s 
core principles of 

sustainability, good 
stewardship, social 

licence and public trust.”
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by Skip and Susan Plensky, Woodlot 1878, Kyuquot, BC

 We are in a state of confusion [over the government’s 
Old Growth Deferral] because we were surprised that 
woodlots were included in the deferrals when woodlots are 
sustainably managed in perpetuity to be self-sustaining 
forest zones. 
 Woodlots epitomize the very values that the 
NDP government states as the reasons for their 
“modernization” of forestry. 

mostly about enforcement using the Forest Act and cabinet 
orders.

 Why horrible? Because 6% of our woodlot has been 

woodlot) 

The deferred areas also cause us concern over increased 
road costs as the deferrals may force us to build roads in 
steeper adverse terrain.  

We’re disappointed because 
without any consultation, the government’s decisions may 
have rendered our woodlot unviable.  

hoped that our children, who are third generation loggers, 
Logging is more 

than a job, it’s a way of life. Our disappointment is 

FLNRORD
“British Columbia’s woodlots create employment 

and promote long-term stewardship of our forests. 
This year’s award recipients have all demonstrated 
innovation and excellence in woodlot management. 

Their high standards encourage all of us to look 
for innovative and effective ways to manage our 

forests.”

A State Of Confusion Over OG Deferral

by Russ Clinton, Woodlot 0205, Prince George

Opinion: WL’s, OG & 
Global Warming
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FLNRORD
“I am pleased to announce BCIT is a 

woodlot award recipient for its commitment 
to developing future forestry industry 

leaders. The dedication and enthusiasm for 
embracing new sustainable forestry practices 

demonstrated by lead instructor Jonathan 
Smyth will ensure our province’s forests will 

by Alex Hartford, Woodlot Licence 0025, Quadra Island

Old Growth 
Recruitment - Coast

by Brent Petrick, Woodlot Licence 1458, Kootenay River Basin

Managing for Old 
Growth - Interior

but quite a bit of recruitment area
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Reprinted with permission from 
EO Media Group

In Southern Oregon, the 

The experiment: To 
determine how best to 
manage forest land to 

It found that the portion of the forest left unmanaged was 

trees into charcoal, and the soil was transformed into a 
dead zone.

So much for the theory that forests should be left 
unmanaged.

The evidence clearly 
shows that thinning and 
controlled burns together 

of the remaining trees 

easier than one where 

ground when it blew from an unmanaged forest section to 
a managed section.

At left, an area where both thinning and controlled burning took place before 
the Bootleg Fire. At right, an area where no thinning or controlled burning 

took place. Photo Credit: Brady Holden/The Nature Conservancy

“This year’s Minister’s Award for Innovation and Excellence in Woodlot Management recipients are exemplary in 
their leadership, innovation, forest stewardship and local community involvement. Congratulations to Bob and Dan 

models for all woodlot licensees to follow.”
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Minister FLNRO
“Sid and Barb’s commitment to ensure their 
woodlot provides social, environmental and 

is outstanding. They should both be 
extremely proud of the example they 

continue to set for other woodlot licensees 
on the Coast.”

Minister FLNRORD
“From implementing innovative approaches that 

protect neighbouring stands of harvest areas 
from windthrow, to leadership with area woodlots 

on timber pricing, marketing and forest health 
management, the Griessels have clearly shown 

their excellence in woodlot management. Howie’s 

waste from harvested areas also aligns with 

Congratulations on this very deserving award.”

Thank you
to our contributors for this issue:

Tom Bradley
Russ Clinton
Kevin Day

Stu Deverney
Alex Hartford
John Marlow

Murray McLean
Brian McNaughton

Emma Neil
Brent Petrick

Skip Plensky &
 Susan Plensky

Don Whyte

Links of Interest
•  Podcast - Old Growth 

with John Innes, Andy MacKinnon and 
Garry Merkel

https://open.spotify.com/episode/1KR
DxyxBZBR68jvrWtkhK7?si=eguTrC-

vQlOPjXAsFRsuFA&nd=1

•  FLNRORD - Old Growth Forests
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/

managing-our-forest-resources/old-growth-forests

•  FLNRORD Industry Old Growth Webinar Q & A – 
Nov 6-9, 2021

https://woodlot.bc.ca/notices-bulletins/

Howie Griessel W0085 log deck

Dawson family receiving the Minister’s Award for Wood
lot Management – Coast in 2012


