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Senses
awaken in
the forest this
time of year.
On my daily
trail walks, |
experience
bright green
growth, colourful flowers and
the ever-changing songs of
migrating birds.

Recreation trails are a common
feature on many woodlots
(although many mountain
bikers, cross-country skiers
and hikers often don’t even
know they are on a woodlotl).
In fact, there are approximately
465 kilometres of official
recreational trails on woodlots.
To learn more about the
intersection of recreation

and woodlots, check out Tom
Schoen’s article, Shared Paths.

This Spring 2025 issue also
highlights Woodlots BC'’s
2025 Conference - check out
the insert and register by the
Early Bird Deadline. You can
discover how many woodlots
are covered by LiDAR in BC,
meet a few more woodlotters,
and learn about log watering
facilities on the coast.

Gl

Editor, The Woodland Almanac
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With these products we can:

« Support forest planning through
ground surface visualization and
optimized block design

« Estimate forest biomass and
tree canopy height for carbon
assessments

+ Assess wildfire risk by identifying
fuel load and slope gradients

« Monitor erosion and track
sediment movement in sensitive
areas

« Plan roads and infrastructure
with accurate slope and elevation
data

« Model watersheds and simulate
flood scenarios

+ Support terrain-sensitive
silviculture practices

Woodlots BC

Forests in Good Hands

o Woodlots BC

Get the latest news

Il Woodlots
LiDAR BC Extent

From Raw Data to Ready-to-Use
To understand the quality of the
provincial dataset, point cloud data
was converted into a bare earth
DEM and compared to LIiDAR from a

privately collected secondary dataset.

The surface generated from the
provincial data aligned closely with
the secondary dataset. While there
is always room for refinement, the
results confirmed that a clean and
usable DEM can be produced when
point clouds are available.

In some areas, DEMs or DSMs

are already available through the
provincial dataset. Testing showed
that converting a provided DEM
directly to hillshade produced results
nearly identical to those generated
from raw LiDAR. This is a major
efficiency gain—when a DEM exists,

Stay in the know. Follow us

® @woodlotsbe

Follow us

. Woodlots BC

Learn about WLs

it's ready to use. When it doesn't, the
point cloud can be used to fill the

gap.

Automating the Workflow

While the dataset is powerful, the
current method of downloading
individual grid tiles is clunky and
time-consuming. A recommended
approach would be to develop a
Python-based script to automate tile
downloads based on a defined area
of interest. The processing of the
LiDAR data can also be automated
to generate DEMs, DSMs, and CHMs
which can significantly reduce
turnaround time for field-ready
outputs.

What This Means for Woodlot
Planning

The LiDAR BC dataset is an
invaluable resource for forest
professionals working on woodlots
and small tenures. With growing
coverage across the province, there
is significant potential to support
planning, operations, and stewardship
at a local level.

For woodlot licensees, and
consultants supporting small tenure
holders, this data makes it easier

to make informed decisions based
on high-resolution terrain and
vegetation information. Efficient
tools and workflows make it possible
to transform raw LiDAR data into
meaningful outputs—supporting
better planning and decision-making
across BC’s varied forest landscapes.

on Social Med ia-.

‘ @woodlotsbe

Check us Out
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B Executive Director’s Report

By Gord Chipman

Well, a year has passed
under the new banner of
Woodlots BC. As winter
was turning into spring, |
attended a few different
conferences.

The COFI conference
needed “some tires to be pumped
up” in Prince George. The
uncertainty and the tariff saga was
the most talked about topic. The
need to treat forestry like it is a
major industry in this province came
up constantly. Fingers were pointed
at the BC Timber Sales review, and
how major companies like Canfor
are nhow minor companies in the
North. Big C is now a small c.

We had a booth at the Forest
Professional BC conference, at the
Northern Silviculture Conference
and at the First Nation Forestry
Conference. | presented at the
Northern Silviculture Conference
and to the UBC Masters of
Sustainability Forest Management
class about all the great woodlots in
the province.

Our current stumpage system
is showing strains and could be

Please note:

The opinions expressed in the

Almanac do not necessarily
reflect those of Woodlots BC, the

Board, or its members.

Spring 2025

subject to change in the
future. We are trying
not to be naive about
the situation and we are
focusing on what we
can control. Woodlots
BC has a new Strategic
Plan in place (available
on our website) and an
operational Communications Plan.
These plans have a five year focus
and will evolve with time.

Reports from Various Committees
The Commercial Thinning working
group has been working with the
Chief Foresters office to clear

up some barriers to commercial
thinning. A new guidebook was
circulated in February which had
some significant changes. Shout out
to Melissa Steidle, Ken Pederson,
and Chris Elden on this initiative.

We have been reaching out to
various woodlots that are owned by
First Nation communities. Updating
the contact list is our main focus.

Our project of building capacity

for Wildfire Risk Reduction in
identified woodlots is making
progress. Approximately 25 sites
were reviewed and we plan to
complete 20 prescriptions in

2025 and complete wildfire risk
reduction treatments with the
$700,000 of funding from the Forest
Enhancement Society. We will have
more projects available than funding
but that is the way those programs
work. We were also involved

with the new Fire Mitigation Plan
guidelines.

We have to renew our terms of
reference for the Woodlot Joint
Working Group. This year we plan
to focus on reducing Red Tape
with the JWG. We hope to be able
to reduce the number of statutory
decisions that must be made to

approve operations on woodlots.
This will be a multi-year project that
will require changes to the Forest
Act, Forest and Range Practices Act
and moving much of this legislation
to regulations. Discussions with

the Tenures Branch have been
productive so far.

We submitted a letter to the BCTS
review team regarding some of
the challenges that we see. There
are some obvious issues such as
operating costs, the amount of
social license that exists, and the
uncertainty that the BCTS program
has created by not selling the
committed volume.

Rumblings

We have been hearing that the
provincial government is reviewing
how recreation trails are managed.
Did you know that there are more
than 460 kilometers of known legal
trails that are on woodlots? There
are probably another 1,000 kms that
are not mapped. As stewards of the
land, we know the number of trails
are increasing every year. | heard a
story from one of our woodlotters
that last week they had a motorcycle
race in their woodlot with over 400
participants.

Woodlot For Windows. After
reviewing the Woodlot 4 Windows
project with no measurable
cooperation from the Ministry of
Forests to update the program for
partial cutting we are waving the
white flag. We will no longer carry
an expense in our budget for this
project.

The Province has been collecting
LiDAR in the province with a goal to
have the province covered in three
years. Did you know that LiDAR
completely covers 524 woodlots
and partially covers an additional
38 woodlots in this province. See

cont’d on page 5 ...
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the article about LiDAR by Shelley
Desautels in this Almanac issue for
more information.

Last year we expressed concerns
about a general wildlife measure
order for moose in the Kispiox area.
One of the biggest issues is the
density of roads and the barriers
that high snow banks can cause

for moose access. We are happy

to announce that woodlots were
exempted from this GWM. We are
concerned that there will be more
restrictions on the land base that
will not be well advertised until
after the fact. If you hear of any new
policies in your area, please let us
know.

The Peace District had the July
2024 Ministerial Order M235
sighed by former Forest Minister
Bruce Ralston that identified 10

new woodlots located within the
Northeast Region as First Nations
Designated Area No. 1. This created
some confusion about what was
expected of these woodlots. |
brought the issue up with Forest
Minister Parmar on February 6th.
We worked with the Tenures Branch
and the Woodlot Association with
the Peace District. This Ministerial
Order was revoked and replaced
by M87 by Minister Parmar which
makes it clear that woodlots in the
identified areas can still have cutting
permits approved.

The Tariff / Duty issue is ongoing.
Now that the federal election is
completed and it was all about
Trump we will see what happens
with the anti dumping duties. The
softwood lumber agreement has not
been renegotiated for more than 10
years and there is almost 10 billion
dollars that are held in trust from
past duties collected. Duties have
generally been less than 20% for
the past decade. The calculation for
future duties will average 34% for
the industry in August. Hopefully the

federal government can renegotiate
the SLA before then. Otherwise that
is 34% that someone else has to pay
or else the mills will really struggle.

There are a number of Forest
Landscape Planning tables around
the province. One of the concerns
is government to government
decisions that are not tested by the
people that manage the forests.
There is still the understanding
that the results of the FLP’s will not
impact management on woodlots
but as time evolves we need to
make sure that commitment is
maintained.

Spring Closing

As we get closer to fire season,

| hope that we get rain to keep
our moisture levels average and
the temperatures are livable. Tree
planting has started and there

is Forest Investment funding to
support getting trees in the ground
that was burnt over in the past.
Further funding from the Forest
Enhancement program will lead

to work in the fall time after fire
season is over, treating some of the
woodlots within high or extreme
wildfire risk areas. Our strategy of
working with BC Wildfire Service

to create innovative treatments

to reduce risk based on local
conditions is starting to come
together on this multi-year project.
¢

Links of Interest

« Our own website:
http://woodlotsbc.ca

« BC Government:
https://www?2.gov.bc.ca

and small-scale forest
management and
initiate and support
research programs
for the development
and enhancement of
the woodlot industry
in the province. The
pie chart shows a
breakdown of where
the levy is used. ¢

1%

Where your $0.25
annual levy goes

The Woodlot Product Development Council has a responsibility to ensure
funding originating from the woodlot levy is prudently managed and used
only for work and activities consistent with the Purpose of the Council which
are to: Promote a positive image of the woodlot industry and its products;
educate the general public and buyers about the benefits of BC woodlots

Almanac 2%

Levy Refunds

Membership _—
Support 86%

Business
Obligations 1%

N
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Snags, or a More Encompassing Term:
Standing Habitat

By Melissa Steidle around Ootsa Lake in northern B.C.

We’ve always been aware of the
importance of snags. Snags provide
food, shelter and nesting sites. Do
you know 35% of bird populations

are dependent on snags? The forest
also depends on the birds to spread
seeds, eat insects, deposit waste
(who doesn’t put some sort of manure
in their garden) and at the end die,
providing nitrogen or food for others.
Cute furry critters and creepy crawlers
also use various forms of standing
habitat, including one of my faves: the
bee.

Birds need somewhere to nest, perch,
hide and sometimes even store food.
Enter the need for standing habitat.
Not just now, but standing habitat
over the rotation. Although trees

are renewable, we need to maintain
those that provide nesting and
perching opportunities through every
seral stage of a stand. Before you
cut, you should have a plan on what
to leave that will provide that need
now, and what will you leave that will
DEVELORP into standing habitat over
time. That snag you leave today will
probably still not be standing at the
end of rotation.

As always, the gnarlier the better.
These are the trees with existing
scars, forks or crooks. Something
with big ugly branches also provides
opportunity for perching, and when
the branch breaks off an opportunity
for a cavity to form.

Choose also to keep younger trees
that have defects. They will grow
into your mid and late term standing
habitat.

Here are some attributes to look for
when identifying the best trees that
are or will become standing habitat.
If you can’t find these, leave anything
close:

S . :

Wildlife feeder tree on W0411

« Retain trees with forks or u-shaped
divergence of tops. These do not
need to be old, as they will develop
into cavities.

+ Trees with deformities, conks or
scars.

« Trees with large branches
which will eventually break off,
developing into a cavity.

« Species of trees with a shorter life
expectancy such as aspen.

« Maintain windfirm dead trees and
maintain ones that aren’t windfirm.

Sometimes the stands don’t have
many snags, especially when thinning
young stands or treating mature
stands without a lot of disease. More
commonly, they aren’t in the right
spot or you just want more than what
is in the area naturally. Don’t despair!
There are lots of innovative ways to
create standing habitat.

« Don’t take out all the trees
damaged by harvesting equipment,
this will provide a spot for fungi and
begin the rotting process. Yes, you
read that right, machine damaged
trees are okay, but only if it is a
targeted attack.

« Plant a snag! Grab a cut tree from
your debris pile and dig a hole for it
to stand in.

« Stubbing a tree does work, even if
it looks awkward. You could always
stick a pallet on top for a nesting
site. This idea has been used
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and they have a vibrant Osprey
population using these features.

« No snags? Make boxes for nesting
birds or the weasel family and hang
them around the stand.

« Trees too healthy to decay?
Introduce fungi. This is being tested
in southern B.C.

| am sure there are lots of other ideas,
let me know yours!

In one of my woodlot license plans,
the MoF Tenures Forester and | are
working on a “if you build it, they will
come” concept. | know that movie
reference is a bit dated, and we
aren’t talking about a corn field, but
what if we built habitat that is missing
from our woodlots? What if we have
a woodlot that is in a landscape
heavily impacted by a stand initiating
event, be it beetle or fire? What if
we have a large tract of forest that is
young, maybe a bit short on species
diversity?

There are still birds and animals that
need somewhere to be. So, build it.
Write it into your wildlife tree plan

or scratch it on a napkin and make

it your thing you contemplate when
walking in the great outdoors. How, in
the short and mid-term can | replicate
that great snag? Look at that crevice
with eyes staring back at me. How
can | get that into my blocks?

We, as licensees, want forestry to
look good. So too do the machine
operators. Give them a reason

to leave the existing snags and
imagine new ones in the trees they
leave behind. We can write all the
plans we want, but it is the operator
who shapes the block. Make it a
discussion point at preworks and
tailgate meetings. Build it, and they
will use it. ¢




Exploring Funding Partnerships

By Cathy McClary, Woodlots BC Funding
Program Coordinator

Woodlots BC is fortunate to

partner with various organizations
that provide external funding
opportunities that benefit woodlots.

Currently we have agreements
with BC Wildfire Service, Forest

Enhancement Society of BC (FES BC),

Silviculture Innovation Program (SIP)
and Forest Investment Program (FIP).

In this article | will describe the 2024
accomplishments under FIP.

FIP Overview

The Forest Investment Program is
a provincial government initiative
that implements an investment
strategy providing economic and
social benefits to British Columbians.
Investments in environmental

and forest stewardship activities
are crucial to the government’s
mandate and contribute to the
sustainable management values
which are essential to our quality
of life. These investments enhance
rural communities and preserve the

value of present and future natural
resources. Benefits include improved
carbon sequestration, mitigation

of climate change impacts on our
forests, and protection of our forests
from significant forest health and
natural disturbance impacts. Under
the Forest Investment Program, the
province and its partners currently
invest around $95 million a year to

keep BC forests healthy and resilient.

Established in November 2021, FIP
consolidates silviculture funding from
multiple sources including CleanBC,
the Forest Carbon Initiative, the

Low Carbon Economy Leadership
Fund and the Federal 2 Billion Trees
initiative. Under the leadership of the
Chief Forester, the FIP organizational
format is responsible to plan, direct
and manage investments in primarily
reforestation, and forest nutrient
management.

Woodlots BC Projects

In the 2024-2025 fiscal year,
Woodlots BC spent close to
$412,000 on 24 FIP eligible projects.
These projects included Surveys,

Prescriptions, Site Preparation,
Planting and Road Rehabilitation
activities. Woodlots located in the
Nadina, Peace, Quesnel, Rocky
Mountain, Thompson Rivers, 100
Mile House and the Cascade Forest
Districts all participated in the
program.

Woodlots BC has a Recipient
Agreement with Price Waterhouse
Coopers to ensure that the projects
are completed to the standards
determined by the provincial
government.

Woodlots BC Regional Reps work with
woodlot licensees to identify eligible
projects. Applications are submitted
in the fall of each year.

2025 FIP Allocation

Woodlots BC was successful in
acquiring a funding allocation of
$633,645 to complete projects

in 2025. Activities that will

receive funding include Eligibility
Assessments, Monitoring Surveys,
Planting, Prescriptions, Road
Rehabilitation and Site Preparation on
various woodlots throughout BC. ¢

Connectlng Woodlot Llcensees ' -'
and Giving Voice to thelr Te‘hure

!d “‘ *‘Eﬁ

Values we believein:

"

v/ Woodlot Licences and small-scale forestry

v " The diversity of licensees, and the pr|V|Iege to be a caretaker of the [and

v ‘Achieving social licence by developing and mamtammg a good reputatlon

with neighbours, communities, and business partners

Excellence in forest management

Resilient and healthy ecosystems

Advancing innovation ¢

&
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Hohmann Brothers Contracting Ltd. W0517

Meet A Woodlotter:

By John McClary

Tyrel and Luke Hohmann and their
young families are long time residents
in the Caribou region who live on

the West side of the Fraser River
South of Quesnel British Columbia.
Their company, Hohmann Brothers
Contracting Ltd, is the holder of
Woodlot 0517 which is located in the
Quesnel Resource District adjacent

to the Esdilagh First Nation Reserve.
The present Allowable Annual Cut is
approximately 500 cubic meters per
year. There is no Private (Schedule A)
land in the woodlot. They purchased
the woodlot in 2019 from the previous
holder after logging it and their
families have subsequently acquired
two more woodlots in the area.

They manage a large 800 acre ranch
about six kilometers South of Quesnel
with cattle, horses, and some timber
resources. Tyrel and Luke grew up

on the ranch and began their careers
in logging at a young age, working

for large contractors. They started
their own logging business in 2011
and now work on local woodlots and
for a large Forest company. They
enjoyed working with Woodlotters
and decided to try managing their
own woodlot. They have no formal
forestry education but attend training
workshops and try to learn “hands
on” what works and does not work for
their area.

Tyrel emphasized the importance

of sustainable forest management
and maximizing the value of their
woodlots by watching log markets.
They harvest timber for 8-10 woodlot
owners, focusing on selective
logging and good relationships

with clients. This includes the local
First Nation where they log the
Band’s two woodlots and Forest
Woodland Licence for them. They
actively participate in fire prevention

F . i, .- . - o
Luke (left) and Tyrel Hohmann manage
WO0517 near Quesnel.

'y L o

efforts with support from the local
community.

There are no significant issues with
recreational users, although there
have been some minor challenges
in the area with firewood cutters
ringing live trees. Mule Deer winter
range seems to be manageable. No
major concerns with Species at Risk,
although Tyrel mentioned balancing
between habitat retention and forest
health, especially regarding the Fisher
habitat protection in older Spruce
stands, could become a challenge.
There may be potential road access
issues related to the expanding
Quesnel Community Forest but so
far none were noted. They have a
good working relationship with the
local Ministry of Forest staff who

are responsive to their concerns.
They use local Forest Consultants
for the more complex paperwork
but try to do as much as they can

A quarterly publication of Woodlots BC

by themselves. They are working
towards having one Cutting Permit
for each of their woodlots. W0O517 is
located in a transition zone between
the drier Douglas Fir zone and the
wetter Spruce Pine Fir zone to the
North. A large portion of WO517 has
been previously logged and now has
30-year-old regen doing very well as
they have good growing sites and
favourable climate. The area has had
Mountain Pine Beetle infestations in
the past, which have altered habitats.

Tyrel’s favourite moments are
purchasing WO517 and two years later
doing some harvesting and rehabbing
of salvage areas and then replanting.
Also, he likes to visit the woodlots
with his family and show them some
forestry practices such as drilling core
samples and counting tree ages.

Their future goals are to enhance

the productivity of their woodlot in

a sustainable manner, focusing on
growing more trees and improving
wildlife habitat. He expressed a desire
to pass the woodlot onto his children
and continue fostering his family’s
connection to the land.

Tyrel advised prospective woodlot
owners to seize any opportunities to
purchase and manage a woodlot. He
emphasized the long-term benefits
of investing in woodlot management
as the return is “manyfold.” He
highlighted the importance of
understanding the woodlot’s
condition before purchasing and
being prepared to invest in its
management as the opportunity to
be involved in forest management in
your local area is a gift!

Note: If you are interested in or
know of a Woodlotter interested

in being interviewed for a future
Meet a Woodlotter article email:
communications@woodlotsbc.ca.




Meet A Woodlotter:

Osoyoos Indian Band W1500

By John McClary

The Osoyoos Indian Band is a
very progressive First Nation
community whose reserves
are in and around the towns

of Oliver and Osoyoos British
Columbia. Their Area of
Responsibility stretches from
the Southern Okanagan east
to the Kootenays. They are

the holders of Woodlot 1500,
awarded in 1997 plus a First
Nations Woodland Licence and
a few non-replaceable Forest
Licenses in the Okanagan
Shuswap and Selkirk Resource
Districts. The Allowable Annual
Cut of W1500 was 1231 cubic meters,
however the Nk’'Mip Creek wildfire
in 2021 has drastically reduced

this volume to almost nil. The Band
received a Cut Control exemption

to log after the fire. There are some
Private (Schedule A) Reserve lands
attached to the woodlot. They

have a group of in-house Forest
Professionals who manage their
harvest of about 100,000 cubic
meters per year from all their forest
tenures.

The woodlot is in a transition

zone between semi-arid desert,
Bunchgrass and Interior Douglas Fir
ecosystems, primarily consisted of
Ponderosa Pine with some Douglas
Fir and Deciduous tree species.
Forest regeneration is difficult due to
the dry climate and lack of moisture.
There are numerous archaeological
sites in proximity to the woodlot

with historical significance to

the community. There is general
support from band members for the
management of the woodlot and
other forest tenures. The band aims
to preserve cultural values while
providing employment opportunities
and revenue with a focus on
environmentally sustainable practices

Osoyoos Indian Band’s seed collection program

in their management plans.

Some challenges include poor

access to the woodlot, presence of
species at risk such as rattlesnakes,
regrowing trees due to dry conditions,
loss of wildlife habitat and traditional
use areas for the community. Also,
there is the possibility of a new

“The Band stresses the
importance of integrating
cultural values into woodlot
management, addressing
challenges posed by
environmental factors,
and fostering community
engagement in forestry
practices”

National Park proposed for the

area that may impact the woodlot.
The fire severely impacted areas
traditionally used for hunting and
gathering medicinal plants. There has
been a shift towards managing non-
timber values and encouraging local
community engagement by restoring
traditional uses, such as berry picking,
and improving access for educational

purposes.

Some memorable experiences
are getting the community
involved in forestry programs
such as planning, brushing,

fire hazard reduction to reduce
the impact of wildfire on local
ecosystems. They have begun
some non-timber forest resource
harvesting such as collecting
Ponderosa Pine pollen for
markets. They feel that the
woodlot is a good tenure
opportunity for local First Nation
communities to manage their
local forests. There is a history of
use in the area for food sources
via an old access road and views
down the valley from the woodlot.

The Band stresses the importance
of integrating cultural values into
woodlot management, addressing
challenges posed by environmental
factors, and fostering community
engagement in forestry practices.
There is a commitment to restoring
the woodlot and enhancing its value
for future generations.

Some advice for future First Nations
Woodlotters is to engage the
community in discussions about
management goals and values,
develop management plans that
reflect community needs and
values, be proactive in addressing
wildfire risks and explore funding
opportunities for fire hazard
reduction.

The next Woodlots BC Annual
General Meeting in October 2025 will
be held at the Spirit Ridge at Nk’Mip
Hyatt Resort on Band land.

Note: If you are interested in or
know of a Woodlotter interested

in being interviewed for a future
Meet a Woodlotter article email:
communications@woodlotsbc.ca. ¢
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Shared Paths: Trails, Timber,
and Reconciliation in BC’s Woodlots

By Thomas Schoen

Thomas Schoen is a

trail planner, community
advocate, and CEO of
First Journey Trails. With
decades of experience
across BC'’s forests, he is
passionate about weaving
together sustainable forestry,
recreation, and Indigenous
collaboration to build
stronger, more inclusive
communities.

In British Columbia, woodlots
currently host approximately
465 kilometres of recreational
trails, according to recent
estimates. These trails stretch
across the province, from
coastal regions and the
Cariboo to the Kootenays and
northern BC. Interestingly,
most people are not aware
that they are on a woodlot
when riding their bikes or
walking their dogs.

When properly planned, recreational
trails can coexist effectively with
timber management objectives.
Trails can enhance the overall value
of woodlots by providing additional
community and recreational benefits
without compromising economic
returns. As a trail planner who has
worked with over 35 communities
throughout BC, | have observed

that careful planning is key to
successfully integrating trails within
active forestry operations.

Woodlots offer a unique opportunity
for creative and sustainable

land management due to their
manageable scale. Several
successful examples illustrate how
recreation and forestry can coexist:

+ Inthe Cariboo region, trails
adjacent to local woodlots

e A%

Thomas Schoen hosting an indigenous crew workshop.
(Scott Horley photo)

Indigenous Trail Crew at work

provide important recreational
opportunities such as hiking,
mountain biking, cross country
skiing, and snowshoeing, all
coordinated to avoid interference
with harvesting activities.

Near Valemount, collaboration
between local trail groups

and woodlot licensees has
established designated access
areas where recreational use and
logging activities are planned
together from the outset.

On Vancouver Island, integrated
management practices allow
trails to traverse buffer zones
carefully, offering low-impact
recreation while protecting
riparian and sensitive ecological
areas.

Also on Vancouver Island,
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the Cowichan Valley Trail,

a segment of the Trans
Canada Trail, features the
restored Kinsol Trestle, one
of the world’s largest wooden
trestle bridges. This historic
structure, originally built in
1920 and reopened in 201
after extensive rehabilitation,
spans the Koksilah River

and is surrounded by

active woodlots. The trail’s
development involved
collaboration with local
woodlot licensees to

ensure that recreational use
complements ongoing forestry
operations, demonstrating
how heritage conservation,
recreation, and sustainable
forestry can coexist
harmoniously.

Successful integration
depends heavily on early
communication, clear
mapping, and coordinated
planning. Critical to this
process is recognizing that trails can
support forestry values. Measures
such as clear signage, seasonal
closures during harvesting, and
careful trail alignment that respects
forestry operations help ensure
positive outcomes. Trails can also

=,

e
Imanac

to a friend or leave it

in your office,
then recycle it!
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present an opportunity to
enhance both community
engagement and forestry
objectives. Viewing
Indigenous partnerships as
collaborative opportunities
rather than obligations can
_ ~ : ; _ lead to beneficial outcomes
Equally important is the 7 : for all involved. With careful
acknowledgment that : 3 Bl consideration and inclusive
all trails and forestry planning, the integration of

be designed to minimize
environmental impacts,

such as soil compaction and
disturbance to regeneration
zones, and can even function
as access routes for wildfire
management.

operations occur within Thomas Schoen hosting a Williams Lake First Nation Crew  trails within woodlots can
Indigenous territories. Training Workshop (John Wellburn photo) be a model of sustainable
Engaging Indigenous builds respectful, collaborative forestry and community
communities is both a professional relationships. Trails developed collaboration. With careful planning
responsibility and a meaningful in partnership with Indigenous and maintenance, recreation trails
step toward reconciliation. Effective communities can become platforms are assets to society for future
consultation involves early and for cultural revitalization, education, generations. ¢

ongoing conversations about

. . and shared stewardship. Initiatives
land management, incorporating

like interpretive signage, joint trail

Lnndcllgsig\?vua? dzazsperc;c::\;;acse,shlstorles, management, and Indigenous youth CO[’l’eCtion Notice: The
PP ’ programs demonstrate how trails captions on Page 7 of the

Involving Indigenous communities can serve broader community goals 24/25 Winter Almanac were

early in trail planning does more beyond recreational use. reversed, we apologize if it

than ensure legal compliance, it . . caused any confusion.
For woodlot licensees, trails

#8 TDB Consultants Inc.
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Fire Fuel Prescriptions
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GIS Mapping
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By Fred Newhouse

In my 27 years of tenure on a
woodlot I've often been accused
of not being pragmatic. This has
led me to take a close look at just
what this word means. To some

it refers to clear thinking and to
others sound judgement. What if |
told you that pragmatism was part
of a philosophy of Irrationalism
from 140 years ago (Encyclopedia
Britanica).

If we look at the origins of
pragmatism, we come across
William James, a member of the
Irrationalists. In the late 19th century
he defined Pragmatism as “the role
of action in the formulation of belief,
that the relation between things

is at least as real as the things

themselves, that their function is
real. “

Given the time frame, 1880-1907,

a narrow scientific approach

with regards to the world was
developing. The school of positism
was incubating in Vienna and
formulated between the wars. Our
current scientific approach is still
criticized as object based, a narrow
science that only measures what
we can see.

James and others perceived and
predicted a post rational world

and developed a philosophy of
irrationalism to include outlandish
concepts that eventually went on to
describe this world. Such luminaries
as Sigmund Freud, Max Bohr, Albert
Einstein were inspired and through

their actions post modern, post
rational world has emerged.

Take Quantum physics, we

now know that the world is

not deterministic and is rather
constantly subject to change with
us, humans, as one of the change
agents. The expression “a part of
nature” isn’t just some weekend
meditative exercise but actual
reality, “the relation between things
are at least as real as the things
themselves...”

In recent years we have the
research of Dr. Suzanne Simard

as proof that only through
experimentation can we discover
unknowns. Her study of mycorrhizal
networks through the use of
radiated carbon identified the

Aspect BMP’s(Narrow Science) Different Practices

Basis Empirical data, universal principles Contextual knowledge, values, experimentation
Strength Consistency, scalability Flexibility, human-centered

Weakness Ignores local nuances, rigid Less consistent, harder to scale

Relevance Suited for stable, measurable systems Suited for dynamic, uncertain environments
2025 Example [ Al-driven, supply chain optimization Community-based climate adaptation

cont’d on page 15 ...
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communication going on beneath our feet from
rhizome to root and from tree to tree. This would have
been called irrational 20 years ago.

In attempting to tie all these ideas together | asked
Grok about William James, pragmatism, our future
dependence on Al, our non-deterministic world and
the comparison between the narrow science approach
of Best management practices and a Different
management practices approach.

Comparative Analysis (from Grok) (see table page 12)
In summary I'll start with Grok’s conclusion:

“Best Management Practices rooted in a narrow
scientific approach offer rigor and scalability but risk
rigidity and dehumanization. Different management
practices, which embrace context, values, and
experimentation, align with William James’s
pragmatism and are better suited to dynamic human
centered-challenges. “

In my experience of the woodlot there is a strong
human centric element that we as a woodlot program
and as a whole of society are undervaluing. In a non-
deterministic world where change is the constant

we need the “contextual knowledge, values and
experimentation” of the organisms on the landscape
and this includes the individual human organism
messing with things. The pragmatic forest contains
the best management practices but also the different
management practices that contain the array of
possible futures unimaginable under a narrow science
approach.

I’d love to work with others to flush out these ideas
(ping me at efred.fn@gmail.com). | think it is currently
an overlooked or even missed opportunity. Who
knows, maybe two awards, one for the most rational
and one for most pragmatism. ¢

The Woodland Almanac is always looking
for creative submissions for “Member
Reflections” related to small-scale forestry.
We’d like to hear from you on stories from
the woodlot or see your photos from the
block. “Member Reflections” can also be
used to share obituaries on licensees who
are no longer with us. If you’d like to submit
an article or photo, contact Sarah Sutton at
communications@woodlotsbc.ca.
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2025 WOODLOTS BC
Conference & AGM

OSOYOOS, BC
OCTOBER 16-18

Join us for the 38th Annual
Woodlots BC Conference
October 16th to 18th on the
beautiful Osoyoos Indian
Band territory!

This year’s theme “Small Tenures,
Big Connections,” will be a three-day
event offering invaluable networking,
expert presentations, local field trips,

and celebrations, including an evening
social and a banquet with a silent
auction. Connect with BC’s forestry
community and help shape the future
of small-scale forestry.

Support this vital gathering by
becoming a sponsor! Showcase
your commitment to sustainable

forestry and gain visibility among
key industry leaders. Don’t miss this
opportunity—get involved today! For
more info, contact Jessica, Conference
Coordinator, at admin@woodlotsbc.ca.




Perspectives on Log Watering
Facilities in Coastal BC

A Discussion for Environmentally Minded Community Members

By Tom Younger, RPF (Coast
Regional Rep, Woodlots BC)

Introduction

In Coastal BC—and across

the province—communities
often seem split between
environmental and business
interests. However, many
people remain quietly

curious, including friends,
neighbours, and relatives
about the province’s forest
industry. Discussing forestry
practices like log watering
facilities can help this group
better understand how the
industry, and woodlot licensees
in particular, aim to balance
environmental, social, and
economic sustainability in their forest
resource management.

What Are Log Watering and
Handling Facilities?

These facilities have long been part
of coastal logging. They serve as
centralized sites where harvested
logs are delivered, sorted by
quality, bundled with cables, and
placed in the water. Once floating,
logs are formed into booms and
prepared for transport to mills or
markets. The marine environment
supports this process by providing
temporary storage and a low-impact
transportation route, reducing
handling needs.

Today, log watering and handling
facility permits and upgrades to
facilities are rarely approved by
the government. Due to changes

Log stacker unloading a logging truck at the
Beaver Cove Log sort

in the governance structure, the
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource
Stewardship (WLRS) quotes a 3-7 year
timeline for processing and approval.
Log watering facilities no longer fall
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Forests.

Environmental and Tourism
Concerns

Tourism and forestry are key
industries in coastal communities.
Activities like whale watching,
kayaking, and fishing can be affected
by the noise, water pollution, and
debris from log watering facilities.
Floating logs and debris can also
pose safety risks for boaters.

From an ecological standpoint, these
facilities can harm marine habitats.
Shading, pollution, and woody debris
may degrade seaweed and eelgrass
ecosystems. Accumulated bark and

debris beneath log booms can
render these areas unsuitable
for marine life.

Woodlot Licensee
Perspective

Log watering facilities
significantly reduce
transportation and sorting
costs by leveraging
economies of scale. Woodlot
licensees can combine their
smaller volumes with larger
operations, lowering their
share of costs and making the
whole process economically
practical. The net result
supports a sustainable
community environment,
where the revenue and jobs
stay in the local forests where the
communities are located.

These facilities also improve market
access. Coastal woodlots can ship
timber efficiently to Vancouver,
allowing access to international,
domestic, and local markets. This
competition helps ensure fair pricing
and strengthens market resilience.

Community Conversations

While these facilities offer clear
economic benefits, they raise valid
environmental and tourism concerns.
Environmentally conscious community
members are open to dialogue but
want their voices heard. Framing

the discussion through the lens of
environmental, social, and economic
sustainability can help community
members explore the necessary
trade-offs for long-term balance.

Please help us out! If you are transferring or selling your woodlot, make sure the new
licensees get their own copy of the Almanac by asking them to send their contact
information to Woodlots BC Communications. Also, if you wish to remain on the

Almanac’s mailing list let us know. ¢

A quarterly publication of Woodlots BC




E T B ‘«. &t 4 ¥
E . 5 I". A .(
* Alexander Forest

semces ; \ .. Share Your Story

oA = MeetA
Planting - BrU§h1ng —‘Surveys ~ - - WOOd |Otte|'

Browse Protection - FireSmart

Danger Tree Removal

Woodlots BC is
launching a promotional
project. Will you share
your story? Looking for
woodlot licensees from
all areas of BC. Reach
out or refer someone.

@ CONTACT US
FireSmart )
; Canada communications@woodlotsbc.ca

Alexforestservices@gmail.com
250-510-8278

Dun ey QUALITY IN EVERY DIMENSION
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For the sale of your SPF Sawlogs, contact our Log Purchgse
Team ;oday ‘

|..
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West fraser
LOG PURCHASE TEAM

Contact one of us for your sale of Sawlogs, Peelers, Pulp and Biomass

CHETWYND Amanda Black 403-828-7540
%JESNEL Scott Turton 250-255-7342
PRINCE GEORGE Greg Scott 250-983-3103
MACKENZI Brian Inwood 250-991-9159

E
FRASER LAKE,
FORT ST. JAMES

SMITHERS, HOUSTON Chris DeHoog
HAZELTON, TERRACE,
BURNS LAKE

250-847-6506

WILLIAMS LAKE,
100 MILE HOUSE,
KAMLOOPS,
CLEARWATER

Rob Sutton 250-267-3086

WWW.FIRESAFETRAINING.COM

APPROVED ONLINE COURSES:
S100A Annual Safety Refresher
$185 Fire Entrapment Avoidance
2015 WHMIS/GHS

Course Bundles For Extra Saving
ICS I-100 Introductory
+ ...and more

kindling

[verb] matching
existing woodlotters
with potential new
woodlotters

kindling )

Doug Richardson, Wildland Fire Consultant/Administrator
dramventures@icloud.com « 250-372-0097 - 1-800-372-0244

Woodlot Talks

informative. online. just for you

www.woodlotsbc.ca/woodlot-talks

Do you receive the Woodlots Weekly e-news?
Sign up to receive notices directly to your inbox!
Email communications@woodlotsbc.ca to be added

Gord Chipman
Shelley Desautels
Cathy McClary
John McClary
Fred Newhouse
Thomas Schoen
Melissa Steidle
Sarah Sutton
Tom Younger

Thank you
to our contributors
for this issue:

Advertising Rates

Commercial advertising space is offered to enterprises at the
following rates:

Business Card (print or website) .................... $ 50.00
V8 Page $ 80.00
QUATEr PAgE « ottt $135.00
Half page ..ot $175.00
Fullpage $250.00

There is a 10% discount for ads appearing in two or more
issues. A complimentary annual subscription is mailed to all
advertisers.

WOODLOT PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

THE WOODLAND ALMANAC

Woodlots BC 462 Murre Road, Williams Lake BC, V2G 5A9
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