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Nancy Pezel RPF (Ret)

Introduction and 
Background
Christmas trees in Canada 
are a significant industry. 
Statistics Canada reported 
that there were $90 million 
in Christmas tree exports 
in 2023 and this doesn’t 
include domestic sales. 
Christmas tree production 
provides a range of 
benefits for Canadians 
including cultural, social, 
and economic. 

Christmas tree farms 
can be established on provincial land 
under a Christmas Tree Farm Permit, 
or on private land. They are often 
established in areas where there are 
height restrictions due to overhead 
hazards, such as near airport runways or 
beneath hydro lines. Typically found on 
rural parcels of land outside major urban 
centers, Christmas trees are sold once 
they mature (eg 5-7 years on medium 
to good growing sites on Southern 
Vancouver Island) through three main 
channels: 

•	 U-cut: Customers harvest and 
transport the trees themselves.

•	 Retail sales: Pre-harvested trees sold 
directly to the consumer.

•	 Wholesale distribution: Trees are sold 
in bulk to larger businesses. 

Though uncommon, there are two 
woodlot licensees within the BC coast 
area that operate Christmas tree farms. 
While similar, woodlot operations and 
Christmas tree farm harvests do not 
typically overlap. Coastal woodlot 
activity peaks in spring and fall while 
Christmas tree farm harvests occur 
in late fall and early winter. However, 
both woodlots and Christmas tree 
farms require short-term but intensive 
silvicultural employment. This creates 
operational efficiencies for planting, 
fertilization, brushing/spacing, and 
pruning when the management of both 
the farm and woodlot is combined. 

Opportunities exist to establish 
Christmas tree farms within woodlots, 
although neither of the licensees 

Christmas Trees Offer Opportunities

cont’d on page 3 ...

Christmas tree gathering is a timeless tradition for many families.
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FROM THE EDITOR
It’s been a year 
at the helm of 
The Woodland 
Almanac as 
editor, and 
for the most 
part it’s been 
smooth sailing! 
That’s largely in part because 
of you. Thank you for investing 
time, care and resources 
into your woodlots, and with 
each other. I continue to be 
impressed with the knowledge, 
enthusiasm and mettle of those 
involved in the forest industry. 

September and October 
were full months for the crew 
at Woodlots BC, between 
conferences, workshops, 
projects and more. Check out 
the Executive Director’s Report 
on page 4 for the latest and 
perhaps ‘not-so-greatest’ issues 
of the day. And for some lighter 
reading, don’t miss our newest 
Meet a Woodlotter profiles 
of Marvin Strimbold and Don 
Whyte.

The holiday season is upon 
us. We, at Woodlots BC, wish 
you and yours a safe and 
Merry Christmas! And if you 
bring a woodlot tree indoors to 
decorate, send us a photo! 

Sarah
Editor, The Woodland Almanac
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interviewed is currently 
pursuing this. For example, 
a Christmas tree harvest 
regime could be introduced 
in regenerating stands by 
planting and maintaining 
higher densities, then 
harvesting the Christmas 
trees prior to achieving Free 
Growing status, thereby 
maintaining a fully stocked 
stand of future crop trees 
to meet the licensee’s 
legal obligation.  Likewise, 
height restricted areas 
within woodlots could be 
managed for Christmas tree 
production. 

Island Roots Forestry 
Services
Woodlot Licence W1479 
in Port Alberni was initially 
managed by Dave McBride 
and Shawn Flynn. For many 
years, they operated a 
Christmas tree farm directly 
adjacent to their woodlot, 
located on Provincial land 
within the height restricted 
area of the Port Alberni 
Airport. Their efforts helped 
establish three additional Christmas 
tree farms nearby for other permit 
holders. 

The original farm was sold and is 
now operated as Mossy Stumps 
Tree Farm. Today, Dave McBride 
and his family manage the woodlot 
independently and recently started 
a new Christmas tree farm on their 
private land in Qualicum Beach.   
They now have planted 3000 trees 
with a goal of growing up to 4000 
trees and harvesting 200-300 
Christmas trees per year.

Stone Tree Farm
After his retirement from their 
woodlot business in 2015, Shawn 
Flynn started a Christmas tree farm 
on his private land in Nanoose Bay.  
He now has 3000 trees ranging 
from 1 to 11 years of age and plans 

to sell approximately 250 trees a 
year, mainly as a U-pick business 
(the customer picks their tree 
and Shawn cuts it for them). The 
main species on Shawn’s farm is 
Concolor Fir (Abies concolor).

Gogo’s Christmas Tree Farm
Woodlot W0024 is managed by the 
Gogo family in Nanaimo/Shawnigan 
Lake. They have a large Christmas 
tree farm in Nanaimo that has been 
managed for five generations, since 
1929.  The farm is established on 
private land outside of the woodlot, 
and planted mainly with Douglas-fir 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii), Balsam 
Fir (Abies balsamea), and Noble 
Fir (Abies procera). They practice 
all three marketing approaches, 
U-cut, retail sales, and wholesale 
based on the number of mature 
trees in any given year. Schools and 

Charitable organizations can 
also take part in fund raising in 
partnership with their farm.

Conclusions
Christmas tree farms are 
a unique form of land 
management that produces 
forestry products, generates 
revenue and employment, all 
while maintaining ecosystems. 
Operating within constrained 
areas of the wildland–urban 
interface, these farms also help 
preserve the scenic quality 
valued by local communities. 
Established on either private or 
provincial lands, Christmas tree 
farms should be considered 
more often as a tool to utilize 
areas with height restrictions, 
which may otherwise become 
significant sources of invasive 
species. 

Woodlot licensees with 
Christmas tree farms illustrate 
the diversity of managers 
within the woodlot licence 
program. By applying their 
knowledge of harvest 
rotations, crop densities, and 

silviculture management regimes, 
these licensees have created 
diversified businesses that operate 
in tandem. Like value-added 
manufacturing, Christmas tree 
farming allows woodlot licensees 
and private woodlots to develop 
complimentary enterprises that 
sustain the seasonal nature of 
the woodlot business, thereby 
strengthening competitiveness 
and resilience in the local forestry 
sector. These farms, especially 
the U-cut/U-pick farms, are often 
passionately developed and 
operated to provide local families 
with a special Christmas tradition.

Thank you to Dave McBride, Mike 
Gogo and Shawn Flynn for sharing 
their experience with and knowledge 
about Christmas Trees. t

   From page 1

Pruning time at Mike Gogo’s (plaid shirt) Christmas Tree 
farm. These Douglas-fir were getting all spiffed up before 

the holiday season. 
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By Gord Chipman

Executive Summary and 
Woodlot Program Overview
The 2025 conference 
and AGM in Osoyoos was 
successful and planning is 
already underway for the 
2026 conference in Parksville, 
with a potential theme of ‘improving 
communication.’

Despite this internal success, the 
broader forest industry faces a 
challenging year. While the provincial 
government is rumored to be aware 
the system is “broken,” the woodlot 
program, representing only 2% of 
provincial operations, has limited 
capacity to independently drive 
bureaucratic improvements. This 
report highlights significant external 
policy reviews and internal program 
execution designed to navigate these 
challenges.

Major External Initiatives and Policy 
Reviews

BCTS Review and Policy Change
The BCTS Review Report, 
published in July, contained 54 
recommendations (46 in scope). A 
primary ongoing task is to assess how 
these changes will specifically impact 
woodlot operations, as the action plan 
is currently unclear. A comprehensive 
roadmap, which is expected to 

trigger changes to 
policy, regulation, and 
legislation, is scheduled 
for release by the end of 
November. The review 
has a connection to Value 
Added Processes and 
community engagement.

Provincial Forest Advisory Council 
(PFAC)
The PFAC (Green Review) has 
identified a pervasive lack of trust 
within the forest sector. Phase 2 of 
its work will focus on advising the 
government on three core areas: 
Transitioning to Area-Based 
Management, Effective Decision-
Making, and Supporting Climate 
Resilient Forestry. The Council 
recognizes the need for true 
leadership, land base stabilization, 
and clearer guidance for District 
Managers regarding consultation 
requirements. This work is also linked 
to the Old Growth Review.

Path to 45 and Land Base Overlaps
The Path to 45 initiative, intended 
to achieve 45 million cubic metres 
of available timber, is currently 
ambiguous regarding delivery 
and accountability, particularly 
following corporate restructuring at 
the Ministry level. This objective is 
complicated by immense land use 
pressure. The Chief Forester’s office 

has identified 190 overlaps on the 

Timber Harvesting Land Base due 

to competing objectives, including 

Visual Quality Objectives, ungulate 

habitat, old growth, and then there 

is the issue of the 15 ongoing Forest 

Landscape Plans (FLPs).

Forest Landscape Planning (FLP) 

Progress

With 15 FLPs in progress, the program 

faces significant issues. Although 

woodlots are meant to be exempt 

from the final results, preliminary 

expectations are already impacting 

operational approvals, such as new 

requirements for riparian buffers. 

While originally intended as a 

government-to-First Nation process, 

many forest tenure holders have 

achieved an “information sharing” 

status at most tables. However, the 

process could be stalled by major 

concerns regarding the absence 

of the WALRUS Ministry and 

unresolved First Nation Territorial 

overlaps, both of which require 

resolution to secure official plan 

endorsements.

Progress is being made in the Namgis 

FLP (TFL 37), which is moving toward 

a Section 7 agreement under DRIPA 

to formalize the statutory signing 

authority, potentially leading to the 

first modern FLP endorsement.

   Executive Director’s Report

Forest Industry Facing Significant Issues 

Comment or use
@ to invite others
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Advocacy and Operational 
Challenges

Legislative Requests
The organization met with Deputy 
Minister (DM) Makenzie Leine and 
Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) 
Jillian Rouselle in October to follow 
up on prior meetings with the 
Minister. The central request was a 
commitment for legislative changes to 
the Forest Act and related regulations 
to reduce the number of statutory 
decisions required for woodlot 
management. While the organization 
continues to prepare documentation, 
no firm commitment for a legislative 
slot in either the spring or fall sitting 
was secured.

Permitting and Residue
Permit processing has been 
repeatedly interrupted, most recently 
by an eight-week BCGEU and PEA 
strike, which exacerbated existing 
delays. A triage approach to permit 
processing is expected to continue 
until fundamental process changes 
are implemented.

Separately, the planned consolidation 
of Coastal and Interior Residue and 
Waste manuals into a new Provincial 
manual has been delayed twice, with 
a current draft implementation target 
of January 1, 2026. The last draft 
was successful in accommodating 
issues related to partial cutting and 
wildfire risk reduction which was one 
of our requests. This is still a work in 
progress.

Internal Programs, Funding, and 
Metrics

Funding Programs and Financial 
Planning
The organization is actively managing 
several grants and has streamlined 
payment processes:

•	 Forest Enhancement Society 
(FES): Ten new projects were 
identified, representing a total 

spend of $1.7 million, with 
approximately $300,000 already 
completed.

•	 BC Wildfire Service (BCWS): 
Funding is being used to develop 
prescriptions for FES projects 
and build capacity within the 
woodlot community, Consulting 
community, and establish working 
relationships with BC Wildfire 
Service and the Ministry of Forests 
on wildfire risk reduction.

•	 Forest Investment and Reporting 
Branch (FIRB): To ensure future 
payments precede planting, a new 
process is being implemented. 
This includes developing a 
boilerplate contract and securing 
advance funding from Price 
Waterhouse Coopers by February.

•	 Silviculture Innovation Program 
(SIP): The Resiliency Pamphlet 
(also distributed at the conference) 
and workshop projects are nearing 
completion.

•	 New intakes are open for Wildfire 

Risk Reduction, fertilization, and a 

Commercial Thinning project for 

the various funding programs.

Operational Highlights and Key 

Performance Indicators

The team welcomed Chris 

Cole as the new South Region 

Representative. The organization has 

also moved to a bi-annual review 

schedule for contract staff, aligning 

with the new strategic direction.

Key metrics from the Strategic Plan 

Indicators dashboard include:

•	 Total Woodlots: 836

•	 FN-held Woodlots: 80 (10% of 

total)

•	 Cubic Meters Cut: 903,865.0

•	 Budget Adherence: 100%

•	 Total Delivery Allowance: 

$183,000.00

•	 Years for Levy Depletion: 4  t

   From page 4
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By Jessica Dodd, Woodlots BC 
Administrative Assistant

As I reflect on this year’s 
Woodlots BC Conference, I’m 
filled with immense gratitude 
and admiration for the 
incredible community that 
defines the woodlot family. 
This was my second year 
attending the conference, and once 
again, I am struck by the powerful 
sense of connection, tradition, and 
dedication that flows through every 
conversation, presentation, and field 
tour. Coming from another industry, 
I initially didn’t know what to expect 
— but what I’ve discovered is a truly 
remarkable family of woodlotters 
whose passion for the land and for 
each other is unlike anything I’ve 
ever seen.

This year, we welcomed 157 
participants for the conference and 
field-tour portion and 184 attendees 
for the banquet — a fantastic turnout 
that demonstrates how deeply 
rooted this community is. The silent 
auction raised $4,355, with an 
additional $1,000 donation from our 
Woodlotter of the Year, Russ Clinton, 
bringing the total raised for the 
bursary fund to $5,355. That spirit 
of generosity and support perfectly 
embodies what makes the Woodlots 
community so special.

The event kicked off Thursday 
evening with our annual social 
and AGM, featuring an inspiring 
keynote address by Ken Kalesnikoff, 
who shared the story of his family 
and their company’s journey — a 
testament to resilience, vision, and 
the legacy of forestry stewardship. 
His words resonated deeply, setting 
a heartfelt tone for the days ahead.

Friday’s field tours were a highlight, 
showcasing both the diversity and 
dedication of our members. One 
group explored George’s Woodlot 
(W0411), where George’s extreme 

dedication and passion 
for land management 
was echoed by 
participants throughout 
the day. The second 
tour visited Vaseux 
Flats, K & C Silviculture, 
BC Eco Chipping Yard, 
and the Mercer Glulam 

Plant, offering valuable insights into 
innovative forestry operations and 
sustainable management practices. 
The day concluded with a lively 
dinner and a break-out session titled 
“Goals for the Woodlot Program?”, 
an open-floor discussion that 
generated many thoughtful ideas for 
the program’s bright future.

Saturday’s conference sessions 
were filled with informative 
presentations and workshops that 
reinforced the depth of expertise 
within our community. The morning 
began with Dr. Cindy Prescott from 

UBC, who spoke on promoting soil 
biodiversity and function in forests. 
The SIP workshop, “The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly,” sparked 
engaging conversations about 
silviculture systems — exploring 
the successes, challenges, and 
opportunities for improvement. 
Throughout the day, presentations 
by Dr. Cindy Prescott, Dr. Alana 

Clason, Dan MacMaster, and others 
offered diverse perspectives 
on forestry management and 
innovation.

The day closed with our banquet 
and silent auction, where laughter, 
friendship, and celebration filled 
the room. The event wasn’t just 
a gathering — it was a reunion of 
generations. It’s truly inspiring to see 
families whose children, and even 
grandchildren, are eager to be part 
of this legacy.

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to all our sponsors, presenters, and 
dedicated volunteers who made this 
event possible. Your commitment 
and hard work are the backbone of 
this conference’s success.

Reflecting on my second year 
attending, I’ve realized that 
Woodlotters are more than just a 

community — they’re a family. Their 
shared passion for the land, for 
sustainable forestry, and for one 
another is contagious. I leave this 
year’s conference not only inspired 
but profoundly proud to be part 
of such an extraordinary network 
of people dedicated to shaping a 
sustainable and connected future for 
generations to come. t

A Family Gathering with Purpose

Woodlot families and succession planning in action! 
A heartwarming sight to see at the conference.
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2025
Conference
Highlights
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Woodlots BC Board of Directors Update
The Woodlot Product Development 
Council (dba Woodlots BC) held its 28th 
Annual General Meeting on Thursday, 
October 16 in Osoyoos, which included 
the election of new directors. 

The current Board of Directors and 
roles are: 
Kevin Webber - President
Dean Daly - Vice President
Ross Harris - Treasurer
Samantha Carter - Secretary
Maxime Lépine - Director
Lee Pond - Director
Marvin Strimbold - Director
Lisa Zabek - Non-Voting Director, 
Ministry of Agriculture

Welcome Ross and Marvin, and thank 
you to outgoing Board directors 
Ken Dodd and Eddy Plant for your 
commitment! To learn more about 
the Board and Woodlots BC, view the 
2024-2025 Annual Report, 2024 AGM 
Minutes, and detailed Financial Statements located on the website at woodlotsbc.ca/about/wpdc. t

(from left to right), Dean Daly, Samantha Carter, Ross Harris, Lee Pond, Kevin Webber, 
Marvin Strimbold (pictured on poster, but unable to attend conference), Maxime 

Lepine (not in photo but attended conference)
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Woodlotters, 
foresters, contractors 
and consultants 
alike can now 
easily access all 
Woodlots BC Guides 
and Tools. These 
valuable resources 
used to be located 
in the Members 
area of the website. 
With organizational 
changes over the 
past two years and 
continual website 
upgrades, it became 
evident that there 
was no need for the 
guides and tools 
to be kept in the 
members area. If you 
are looking for items like the cut 
control guide, CP reminders list or 
the woodlot licence plan template, 
you can go to the Resources menu 
on the Woodlots BC website and 
choose “Woodlot Licensee Guides 
and Tools”. From there you find 
dropdown menus for a variety of 
topics. 

Please note the disclaimer that all 

the reference material contains 
information to assist with the 
management and administration 
of Woodlot Licences. It is not legal 
advice or professional guidance.  
The Woodlot Product Development 
Council, dba Woodlots BC is 
not liable to any persons or 
businesses who use or rely on 
the information contained in this 
document. Woodlot Licensees 
and other users of this reference 

material are encouraged to consult 
the Ministry of Forests and to 
engage qualified professionals 
and other persons, as necessary, 
to ensure compliance with all 
applicable legislation and licence 
obligations. Every circumstance is 
site specific and the rules of the 
day will continuously evolve. If 
you have any questions or require 
discussion, please send an email to 
admin@woodlotsbc.ca. t

Woodlot Tools Now Easily Accessible Online

Purpose of Woodlots BC:
Connecting Woodlot Licensees
and Giving Voice to their Tenure. 
Values we believe in: 
3	 Woodlot Licences and small-scale forestry

3	 The diversity of licensees, and the privilege to be a caretaker of the land

3	 Achieving social licence by developing and maintaining a good reputation 

with neighbours, communities, and business partners

3	 Excellence in forest management

3	 Resilient and healthy ecosystems

3	 Advancing innovation t
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Mixed Retention
By Melissa Steidle

Old forests are vital to 

ecosystem health, they have 

traits that cannot be found in 

early seral stage forests.  We 

can still harvest old forests, 

but we need to maintain 

some of these features so 

that our early seral stage forests have 

old forest attributes.  One old forest 

attribute that is important is a complex 

structure.  Mixed retention establishes 

old forest attributes within an early 

seral stage forest.

What Can Mixed Retention Do 

for Old Forest Attributes and 

Biodiversity?

Retention of vegetation—trees, 

shrubs, and understory—on harvested 

areas is essential for maintaining 

ecosystem health. By leaving 

vegetation of various sizes in clumps 

or scattered across a treatment unit, 

you support many attributes of old 

forests and promote biodiversity.

Why It Matters

Carbon storage and biodiversity are 

directly linked to what remains after 

harvest. While some retained trees 

may blow down, structural retention is 

still vital. Trees absorb carbon dioxide 

(CO₂), releasing oxygen and storing 

carbon in wood and soil. Forests, rich 

in oxygen, offer both ecological and 

emotional benefits.

Carbon stored underground feeds 

soil micro-organisms—bacteria, fungi, 

protozoa, and microscopic fauna—

that play a critical role in nutrient 

cycling and carbon sequestration. 

Forest soils are dynamic, alive, 

and complex, yet often 

overlooked in research. 

These soils act as massive 

carbon sinks, and their 

health is crucial to climate 

resilience.

Photosynthesis in leaves 

(including needles) 

converts sunlight and CO₂ into wood, 

sugar, and oxygen. Much of that 

sugar travels below ground, feeding 

soil microorganisms (microbes). If 

all trees are removed—by wildfire 

or harvesting—those microbes 

starve, and soils begin emitting CO₂, 

worsening climate change.

Mixed Retention Helps:

•	 Protect forest soil health and 

vitality

•	 Maintain below-ground carbon 

storage

•	 Support ecosystems above and 

below ground

•	 Sequester carbon

•	 Recruit and maintain old forest 

attributes

Mixed retention keeps vegetation 

intact post-treatment, preserving 

carbon, enhancing visual appeal, 

and providing immediate habitat. It 

also fosters structural complexity—an 

essential old forest trait.

How to Implement Mixed Retention

•	 Leave clumps of trees and shrubs 

throughout the block

•	 Retain trees of varying species and 

ages with 8–10 m spacing

•	 Keep skidders on designated trails 

to protect vegetation between 

them

•	 Retain large, wind-shook or non-

merchantable trees that may form 

cavities

•	 Leave smaller, damaged live trees 

that could develop cavities over 

time

•	 Maintain trees likely to fall during 

the rotation to recruit coarse 

woody debris (CWD)

Next-Level Forest Management

•	 Maintain 8–10 m spacing between 

mature trees (~250 stems/ha)

•	 Prioritize fire-resistant species

•	 Retain a more trees if leaving 

smaller trees

•	 Feed soil fauna by retaining trees, 

keeping carbon stored

Old Forest Attribute: Structure

Old forests are structurally complex, 

with diverse species, ages, heights, 

and canopy layers. Gaps and clumps 

are essential for biodiversity. Mixed 

retention during harvest helps 

maintain or create this complexity, 

allowing clumps and gaps to persist 

through the rotation.

Clearcutting resets a stand to age 

zero, making it harder to develop 

old forest attributes. Even with some 

mortality or blowdown, it’s worth 

leaving as much structure as possible.

Woodlots depend on healthy, vibrant 

ecosystems to meet many objectives 

including timber production. Mixed 

retention in treated areas will help 

meet this objective.  The amount, 

size and species of trees retained is 

dependent on your ecosystem, and 

target to maintain at least 40 trees 

per hectare. t

Please help us out! If you are transferring or selling your woodlot, 
make sure the new licensees get their own copy of the Almanac by asking them to 

send their contact information to Woodlots BC. 
Also, if you wish to remain on the Almanac’s mailing list let us know. t
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Mixed Retention: A Case Study
Not just real-word, but a woodlot 
example! A Prince George woodlot 
decided to try something other than 
a clearcut with reserves. Something 
that would maintain the health 
and biodiversity of the woodlot 
ecosystem. They’ve moved from 
conventional harvest equipment 
to a full-size harvester/forwarder 
system. The intent was to maximize 
retention and create critter piles.

The logger, Krueger Resources, 
was directed, where safe & feasible, 
to leave;
•	  Under utilized sized trees that 

are undamaged to provide 
structural diversity.

•	  A target of 15-50 live understory 
stems per ha.

•	 Advanced regen and clumps of 
brush.

•	 All mature deciduous.
•	 Dry snags and stub trees.
•	 Build critter piles using 

researched criteria. Another 
Old Forest Attribute that will be 
discussed in a future article.

The harvested area looks very 
different than after clearcut with 
reserves used in the past on the 
woodlot. There are clumps and 
gaps throughout the block. It was also 
observed that the understory wasn’t 
consistent through the entire stand. 
Some areas had a thicker understory 
and some areas had nothing to leave 
behind. This too increases complexity 
within the stand over time.

The hope of the licensee is that 
maintaining old forest attributes will 
increase biodiversity and thereby 
improve wildlife habitat.

Old Forest Treatment Outcomes
Within our woodlot example, they’ve 
left:

1. 	 Gaps and Clumps: Mixed 
retention which is diversity of 
gaps and clumps. In other words, 
vertical diversity. Song birds love 

small gaps and who doesn’t like 

song birds?

2. 	Horizontal Diversity: Mixed 

retention also gives horizontal 

diversity. There will be taller and 

shorter trees over the life of the 

block. As well as other benefits, 

this gives some visual breaks 

across the block. The public like to 

see trees left behind.

3. 	Carbon Storage: Carbon is 

continuing to be stored and 

sequestered. Keeping soil flora 

and fauna fed and active increases 

the health and vitality of the soil.

Leave Trees! So very important. Live 

or dead these trees will develop over 

time into snags and then CWD.  t

Links of
Interest
• Our website:

http://woodlotsbc.ca

• BC Government: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca
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By John McClary

Marvin Strimbold is a long-time 
rancher and logging contractor living 
in the Burns Lake, British Columbia 
area. He is the holder of Woodlot 0198 
and his company holds Woodlot 0112, 
which he acquired from his father 
Archie and mother Viola in 1987, in 
the Nadina Resource District. Both 
woodlots are adjacent and border the 
family home and ranch. W0112 has an 
Allowable Annual Cut of 1000 cubic 
meters and W0198 has an Allowable 
Annual Cut of 1260 cubic meters. 
There is no Private (Schedule A) Land 
in the woodlots as he decided to 
manage his forest land outside of the 
woodlots under long-term strategies 
for more flexibility and economics.

Marvin’s family became involved in 
woodlots after his father and others 
visited Sweden in the early 1980’s 
to learn about alternative forestry 
practices. The family’s logging 
company had one of the first saw 
feller head and first single grip harvest 
forwarder systems in their area for 
commercial thinning and partial cuts 
in 1990. They scouted out some local 
forested Crown land and put in a 
proposal for some potential woodlot 
areas to the local Ministry of Forests 
office who agreed and advertised the 
woodlots. The family had some private 
land which they were managing, put in 
bids and were successful.

Marvin was involved in the original 
Woodlot Product Development 
Council and continues to support 
woodlots, attends local and provincial 
meetings. He emphasizes the 
importance of community involvement 
in the woodlots, noting that local 
residents use the area for activities 
like hunting and hiking. He has been 
involved in logging for many years 
and credits managing the woodlots as 

helping him learn more about forest 

management, wildlife, water, soils and 

the environment. 

Marvin values the educational aspect 

of managing woodlots, having learned 

about forest policy and practices 

through hands-on experience. He 

aims to ensure the sustainability of 

the woodlots for future generations, 

focusing on selective logging, 

commercial thinning and better 

utilization of forest resources. He 

highlighted the potential for woodlots 

to contribute to local economies, 

especially as sawmills close down. 

Marvin previously summarized his 
aims for woodlot management in a 
1994 Forest Expo speech: “What we 
do today in our forest is critical and 
a reason we have been involved 
in trying to be innovative and find 
solutions is to have a prosperous, 
clean and healthy environment for 
our families. We must take steps to 
educate and show our children and 
the public they can be very proud of 
what we are doing in our forests and 
that there is a future for generations to 
come.”

Marvin discussed challenges such 
as market fluctuations affecting 
profitability and the bureaucratic 
hurdles associated with woodlot 
management. He mentioned the 
impact of wildfires and the need for 
better fire management practices, 
advocating for woodlot owners to be 
more involved in initial fire response 
efforts and wildfire management.

The two woodlots contain remnants 
of old homesteading activities such as 
log cabins. There are no Species at 
Risk but there are some Old Growth 
areas on the woodlots which have 
been managed. The woodlots butt 
up against private land holdings as 
well as the Broman Lake First Nation 
Reserve and they support Marvin’s 
woodlot management including gating 
some roads to protect their hunting 
and gathering areas.

Marvin advocates for the unique 
benefits that woodlots provide, 
such as personal investment 
and management. There were 
opportunities to walk through 
woodlots with his children and now his 
grandchildren laying out cut blocks, 
planting trees and winter activities 
such as snow plowing.

Meet A Woodlotter:
Marvin  Strimbold

““What we do today in 
our forest is critical and 
a reason we have been 

involved in trying to 
be innovative and find 
solutions is to have a 

prosperous, clean and 
healthy environment for 

our families”

Marvin Strimbold, W0198 and W0112, is a 
long-time rancher and logging contractor 

near Burns Lake.
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His family, including 
children and 
grandchildren, are actively 
involved in the woodlot, 
with traditions such as 
selecting Christmas 
trees from the property. 
Marvin expressed a desire 
to pass the woodlots 
on to his children 
and grandchildren, 
ensuring their continued 
management and use.

Marvin’s advice to 
prospective Woodlotters 
is to look at the long-
term benefits of woodlots 
instead of the shorter-term 
financial prospects. He 
notes that not all woodlots 
are successful as there are 
issues with fire hazards, 
pest management, 
family dynamics and log 
markets but the feeling of 
“ownership” to manage 
the forests is a benefit.  t

   From page 12

“The feeling of ‘ownership’ to manage 
the forests is a benefit”

The Strimbold family is actively involved in the woodlot, including 
layout, planting, snow plowing and selecting that perfect 

Christmas tree!

Note: If you are interested in or know of a Woodlotter 
interested in being interviewed for a future Meet 

a Woodlotter article contact Sarah Sutton at: 
communications@woodlotsbc.ca  
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By John McClary

Don Whyte lives in Kelowna British 
Columbia, and through his company 
is the holder of Woodlot Licence 1618 
which is located in the hills west of 
Summerland within the Okanagan 
Shuswap Resource District. The 
original licensees were Dugal and 
Lorne MacGregor, a father/son team 
from Summerland. In 2001, they 
hired Don, sole principal of Montane 
Resource Management Inc., to begin 
management of their newly acquired 
woodlot. Don organized the first 
harvest for the MacGregors in late 
2001. Sometime after, the Woodlot 
Licence third party transfer rules 
came into effect allowing the transfer 
of a woodlot to non-family members. 
This allowed Don the opportunity 
to approach the licensees and offer 
to purchase their 31 hectares of 
Schedule A private land and 600 
hectares Crown Woodlot Licence with 
an AAC of over 1200 cubic meters. It 
took well over a year of negotiations 
as there were no local precedents for 
such a transaction but by May 2005, 
Montane Resource Management 
Inc. became the licensee of W1618. 
Don says the only downside of the 
purchase was that he lost some great 
clients! Becoming a licensee himself 
was a major high point in Don’s 
career which has often been focused 
on small scale forest management 
while working for woodlot licensees 
and large private land clients. 

Don completed the Selkirk College 
Forest Technology program in 1983, 
and in 1987 while living in Vernon, 
he began his contractor/consultant 
career by acquiring silviculture 
surveys, timber development and 
cruising contracts operating as 
Ponderosa Forestry Services. The 
late 80’s and early 90’s is when Don 
first became involved with small scale 
forestry by contracting his services to 

both the Okanagan Indian Band and 
the Coldstream Ranch over several 
years. In 1992 he moved to Kelowna, 
incorporated his company and shortly 
after, was hired as contract forest 
manager for Eldorado Ranch Ltd., 
to manage their substantial private 
forest lands. On behalf of Eldorado, 
he located and applied for a Crown 
Woodlot Licence on lands northeast 
of Kelowna and in 1995, Eldorado 
was awarded W1499, which Don 
continues to manage. Taking care 
of Eldorado’s private forest lands 

and woodlot has greatly influenced 
Don’s abilities as a forest manager 
and he remains extremely grateful 
to the woodlot holder family for 
trusting him with this responsibility. 
Along with decades of production-
oriented contract forestry services 
for large quota clients, the various 
small-scale forestry experiences 
have provided Don the knowledge 
that allows him to manage his own 
woodlot well. Don has been on the 
board for the Okanagan Shuswap 
Woodlot Association for many years 
and a member of the final Federation 
of BC Woodlot Associations Board. 
During his term with the Federation, 
he gained a much better insight into 
provincial forest policy and developed 
some great relationships with others 
involved. 

Don Whyte has three adult children 
and shares life with his partner 
Janet LeBlanc. All have enjoyed 
the recreation opportunities 
and persevered with the work 
associated with owning a large 
piece of undeveloped private land 
and woodlot. While maintaining 
their primary home in Kelowna, Don 
and Janet have built a comfortable 
second home, called the “cabin,” on 
the private land which lies at 1100 
meters elevation and very near the 
woodlot. They spend a lot of their 
time there, particularly in the winter 
months. They enjoy the cool weather 
of the spring and fall months and the 
deep snow of the area in winter. The 
summer months are usually hot and 
dry, so they generally spend less time 
at the woodlot then.

The summer season also includes the 
risk of wildfire, and this weighs heavy 
on Don’s mind every year, so he 
makes sure to have all his firefighting 
equipment organized and on standby 
from May through to November. This 
includes his excavator and an old line 

Meet A Woodlotter:
Don Whyte

“The wildfire hazard 
concern has led Don to 

become involved with the 
Wildfire Risk Reduction 

program initiated by 
Forest Enhancement 
Society and managed 
through Woodlots BC.”

Don Whyte, W1618, checking out recent 
Wildfire Risk Reduction work being done 

on his woodlot (see page 15 for more 
photos).
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skidder with mounted water tank and 
pump. He has several large stationary 
water tanks located at various 
positions on the private land. 

The wildfire hazard concern has 
led Don to become involved with 
the Wildfire Risk Reduction (WRR) 
program initiated by the Forest 
Enhancement Society of BC and 
managed through Woodlots BC. The 
prescription process was completed 
in the fall of 2024 and the harvest 

phase on Block 1 was completed by 
July 2025. Incremental harvest work, 
which involves WRR activities being 
completed by machine concurrent 
with the harvest activity was included 
in this project and has proven to be 
a valuable and inexpensive way to 
achieve a great deal of the total fuel 
mitigation work. Hand mitigation 
work on Block 1 is scheduled for the 
Fall of 2025. An option to broadcast 

burn is also included within the 
prescription. There is also a planned 
Block 2 which may commence later 
in 2025. Don strongly believes in this 
program and hopes the results of his 
activities will help influence future 
WRR management strategy to place 
a higher value and emphasis on the 
incremental harvest phase of this 
work. 

Don’s sons, Taylor and Travis, started 
working with their dad in forestry 
during summers as early teens and 
have continued with it through their 
adult years so they now possess 
significant forest management 
knowledge. His daughter, Jaimee, 
has successfully avoided the family 
forestry occupation trend but does 
enjoy the property and woodlot for 
campfires, quadding and sledding! 
It is Don’s hope that circumstances 
will allow the kids to take over the 
ownership and management of the 
woodlot one day. 

The key advice Don would offer to 
a new Woodlotter is to first really 
appreciate this special privilege we 
have in this province to personally 
hold a crown timber tenure and 

benefit from its management. He 
would strongly suggest that they do 
not take unreasonable advantage 
by prioritizing economic benefit 
over sound, long-term forest 
management. To remain viable, 
we must demonstrate, through our 
practices, that the woodlot tenure 
continues to be valuable to the 
forest lands and to our society. Our 
activities must confirm that small scale 
woodlot management allows the 
chance to do things better than the 
overall industry by offering a closely 
managed, diverse and interesting 
forest landscape. t

   From page 14

“To remain viable, we must 
demonstrate, through our 
practices, that the woodlot 

tenure continues to be 
valuable to the forest 

lands and to our society.”

Please note: 
The opinions expressed in the 

Almanac do not necessarily 

reflect those of Woodlots BC, the 

Board, or its members.

Note: If you are interested in or know of a Woodlotter interested in 
being interviewed for a future Meet a Woodlotter article contact Sarah 

Sutton at: communications@woodlotsbc.ca  
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Northwest Tour Summary
By Melissa Steidle, Woodlots BC 

North Region Rep

Over the course of a week 
(July 7-11, 2025), I travelled 
west from Prince George to 
the Kispiox Valley, visiting 
woodlots, research forests, 
and all manner of people 
interested in the art of 
growing trees. The experience was 
both enlightening and exhausting—
most evenings stretched past 9 PM. 
To be fair, the food was fantastic, and 
the conversations were even better.

Stop One: Fort St. James – John 
Prince Research Forest (JPRF)
We toured an Adaptive Forest 
Management trial site characterized 
by its transformation from a Douglas 
fir/spruce stand to balsam-dominated 
forest following harvests in the 1950s. 
The site represents remnants of 
diameter-limit harvesting, with original 
operations relying on portable mills 
and hand-felling techniques.

The trial includes five different 
treatments within 10-hectare 
hexagonal units:
•	 Control (no harvest)
•	 Clearcut: harvest everything but 

deciduous and Douglas fir vets (but 
leave some other conifers around 
the vets)

•	 Transition: harvest to intentionally 
facilitate change and enable 
ecosystems to adaptively respond 
to changing and new conditions.  
This is a shelterwood system with a 
final residual basal area of 5-10m2/
ha as well as deciduous stems.

•	 Resilience: harvest to 
accommodate some change, but 
encourage a return to pre 1950’s 
conditions. The prescription was 
a variable matrix of gaps between 
0.1 and 1 ha in size. There was a 
thinning from below to remove the 
less vigorous and remove ladder 
fuels. Thinning from above was 
also part of the prescription to 

thin out conifers to shift 
species composition.
•	Resistance: harvest to 

improve the defenses 
of the forest against 
change.  This was a 
modified group selection 
silviculture system.  
The prescription was 
to maintain 15 m2, 
including vets.  

Post-harvest, sites were replanted 
with a mix of Douglas fir, spruce, 
and pine. Some areas included the 
planting of western larch, white pine, 
and ponderosa pine.

Key take aways: 
•	 In the transition treatment there 

were fisher and martin using the 
site after harvest. Usually, these 
species don’t return to plantations 
until the trees are over 40 years 
old.  Its not perfect habitat for 
them, but it is usable and only 
going to get better over time.  

•	 CWD should be left and as much 
as possible throughout the stand.  
This isn’t fines, this is anything over 
7.5 cm in diameter.  

We learned so much on this tour that 
there just isn’t room. We’ll follow up 
with more articles this summer.

More Info:
•	 JPRF ASCC Overview
•	 JPRF ASCC Adaptive Silviculture 

for Climate Change
•	 JPRF Walking Tour KMZ
•	 Site Description
•	 Workshop Slides

Stop Two: Burns Lake, Decker Lake 
& Rose Lake
We made 3 tour stops on Tuesday 
with 23 people including a family from 
the Yukon and two foresters from 
Quesnel.  Monday was so good, we 
had two groups attend both tours.  
Frank Varga, the General Manager 
of Burns Lake Community Forest 
showed us two different treatments.  
The first was a stop at a stand that 
was commercially thinned using 
micro forestry equipment. At the 
time of treatment, the stand was 
approximately 38 years old and was 
generally uniform, planted pine with 
a minor spruce component. The 
prescription was to remove the pine 
that were damaged or dead first, then 
the smaller pine that was too close 
to a healthy larger pine. Spruce and 
deciduous were maintained if not on 
the trail. 

There were different methods of 
managing the treatment, starting with 
pre-selection of the trail and stems 
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in your o�ce,
then recycle it!

   From page 16

to be removed and ending with 
operator’s prerogative. 

Pre-treatment the volume per 
ha was 152m2/ha, 121m3/ha was 
removed and there was still 16.2m2 
of trees left with a very healthy 
understory of forage growing in 
the open stand. The trees have 
more space to grow and more 
resources which will create a stand 
with larger more valuable timber 
and less wildfire fuel loading as the 
trees that were being supressed 
did not remain on site.

Here is the link for the treatment:
https://open.library.ubc.
ca/soa/cIRcle/collections/
graduateresearch/42591/
items/1.0442120 

Our second stop on the community 
forest was a wildfire fuel reduction 
treatment. BLCF is treating 50 metres 
on either side of FSRs as a strategy 
to fight fire if one occurs. In order to 
reduce costs Frank has mechanized 
the thinning and removal. He uses 
a skid steer with a sheer and cuts 
the tree 16 metres up, placing the 
top on one side of the trail. Then the 
operator cuts the base and puts it 
on the opposite side of the trail. A 
forward picks up the tops and piles 
them at roadside for chipping (tops 
and limbs). In a separate load the 
forwarder picks up the bottom log 
and places it in a separate pile. This 
pile is processed, the logs shipped 
to a mill and the waste chipped with 
the tops.

Pruning is the last step with the 
branches being dragged out by hand 
for chipping as well.

After a lunch and checking out the 
Alstor 840 Pro forwarder we moved 
onto Marvin Strimbold’s woodlot to 
discuss cattle in relation to wildfires, 
commercial thinning and noxious 
weeds with Wendy Siemens, the MoF 
Range Agrologist.  Marvin included 

a brochure. Wendy was very 
informative when it came to weeds 
and even brought some. 

The Strimbold family has a long 
history in the area and in commercial 
thinning. We were even shown 
samples of products that were made 
with thinned pine.

Key take aways: 
•	 Access is important for wildfire 

fighting, getting to a fire when it 
first starts increases the likelihood 
of suppression.

•	 Commercial thinning increases 
browse for both wildlife and cattle, 
increasing range value

•	 Keep an eye on invasives and 
know which are containable.  

•	 https://nwipc.org/ 
•	 Burns Lake Community Forest – 

Commercial Thinning Trial Using 
Micro-Forestry Equipment

•	 Young Stand Monitoring Technical 
Reports

Stop Three: Smithers – Broadcast 
Burning
We explored broadcast burning at a 
recently harvested woodlot. Pending 
conditions, a burn is scheduled 
for this fall. Stay tuned for a future 
article, possibly featuring insights 
from a seasoned licensee with years 
of broadcast burning experience.

Stop Four: Kispiox Valley
Although there aren’t a lot of 
woodlots in the Kispiox, there are 
always a good representation of the 
woodlot community at the meetings.  I 
think it has something to do with the 
venue. It’s held at the Kispiox River 
Lodge and when you have pesto 
chicken goat cheese sandwiches on 
the menu, you really need to attend.  
We then went out to a woodlot close 
to the community. It bordered a public 
road and has public pressures.  There 
is an area that is heavily used for 
firewood. The public girdles trees 
returning when they are dead and 
dry. There are trails used by quads to 
remove the wood. Then there are the 
local mushroom pickers who use the 
same area. We had lots of discussions 
about community usage.  t
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Where your $0.25 
annual levy goes

The Woodlot Product Development Council has a 
responsibility to ensure funding originating from the 
woodlot levy is prudently managed and used only for 
work and activities consistent with the Purpose of the 
Council which are to: Promote a positive image of the 
woodlot industry and its products; educate the general 
public and buyers about the benefits of BC woodlots 
and small-scale forest management and initiate and 
support research programs for the development and 
enhancement of the woodlot industry in the province. 
The pie chart shows a breakdown of where the levy 
is used. t

Membership 
Support 86%

Business
Obligations 1%

Almanac 2%

Levy Refunds 
11%

Membership 
Support 86%

R & D projects 0%

Levy Refunds, 11%

Almanac 2% Business 
Obligations 1%

Where your $0.25 annual levy goes

Russ Clinton of Quesnel, 
BC is the 2025 recipient 
of the Minister’s Award for 
Innovation and Excellence in 
Woodlot Management.

Clinton was presented with 
a signed certificate signed 
by Ravi Parmar, Minister of 
Forests, and a $1,000 grant 
and carved tree statue at 
the 2025 Woodlots BC 
Conference on October 18 in 
Osoyoos.

Clinton has spent his career 
cultivating a deep connection to the land through forestry. 
Fuelled by a passion for planting and growing trees, 
he has managed his woodlot with a blend of traditional 
stewardship and innovative practices.

“As a forward-thinking forester, Russ is never afraid 
to get his hands dirty,” said Melissa Steidle, Woodlots 
BC Representative for North Region. “His passion for 
planting and growing trees shines through on the lands 
he manages. A strong and steady advocate for forestry 

and good forest management, 
he is a constant fixture at local 
meetings and panel discussions 
ready to initiate positive forestry 
conversations.”

Forestry is a family affair for 
the Clinton family. Currently 
transitioning the licence to his 
children, Clinton is fostering 
a future of forestry that uses 
innovative practices and 
prioritizes regeneration. The 
next generation will step up to 
steward the stands that they 

helped commercially thin as teens.

Woodlot Licence 0205 is located in the Prince George 
Timber Supply Area. Clinton moved to Quesnel in the 
1970s with his young family, and lived there for the span 
of his career as a forester.

In his acceptance speech, Clinton graciously said, “Thank 
you. I feel a little embarrassed accepting this award 
knowing how many amazing woodlot licensees are in this 
crowd as well.” t

2025 Minister’s Award Winner

Patrick Russell, Russ Clinton and Gord Chipman at 
Spirit Ridge in Osoyoos
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Chris Cole, 
South Region Representative
chris@woodlotsbc.ca 

Chris grew up in Salmon Arm on a large 
farm, and started his forestry career in the 
mid 90’s working on an initial attack fire 
crew based in Penticton. After completing 
forest operations and engineering at UBC 
he worked for various consulting firms in 
the southern interior before starting his 
own company focused on the engineering 
aspects of forest operations, including 
road and bridge construction and logging 
with his own equipment and crews. This 
time also yielded four daughters and 
eventually led to the focus of a more 
balanced life - a staff job with TimberWest 
on Vancouver Island managing private 
forest land infrastructure and forest 
hydrology programs. Over the past 6 
years, Chris has been managing Woodlot 
0020 in Nanaimo and teaching at VIU in 
the forest technologist program, helping 
students start and develop their forestry 
careers. Chris has enjoyed the past 30 
years of forestry work experience and 
looks forward to the next 30 years of 
continued learning and implementation of 
knowledge gained so far. Now an empty 
nester with a little more time, Chris looks 
forward to meeting many more woodlot 
licensees and helping implement the 
strategic plan goals while embracing the 
Woodlots BC mission.  t

Contractor’s
CornerAt the Value-Added Sector Strategies Branch with the Ministry 

of Forests, we are working to increase value from BC’s forests 
by supporting value-added and innovative forest products and 
manufacturers, creating local jobs and diversifying BC’s wood 
products for local and international markets. In working towards 
manufacturing more wood in BC, we aim to foster relationships 
with local BC tenure holders and associations such as Woodlots 
BC.
	 The specific species and log types needed vary considerably 
among value-added manufacturers in the province. As new value-
added businesses emerge and interest grows in partnering and 
purchasing volume from woodlots, our staff are keen to connect 
with woodlot licence holders.
	 Woodlots play a vital role in BC’s forestry landscape, supporting 
sustainable forest management, local economic development, 
and community resilience. If you would like to learn more about 
which wood manufacturing facilities are in your area, contact your 
regional rep and they can send you a list.
	 Coast Area, including Lower Mainland: Erin.Burgess@gov.bc.ca
North Area, including Cariboo Region: Aurora.Lavender@gov.bc.ca
Southern Interior, including Thompson-Okanagan and Kootenay-
Boundary Region: Marley.Chewter@gov.bc.ca  t

Value Added
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APPROVED ONLINE COURSES:
• S100A Annual Safety Refresher
• S185 Fire Entrapment Avoidance
• 2015 WHMIS/GHS
• Course Bundles For Extra Saving
• ICS  I-100  Introductory
• … and more

Doug Richardson, Wildland Fire Consultant/Administrator
dramventures@icloud.com  •  250-372-0097 •  1-800-372-0244

WWW.FIRESAFETRAINING.COM

Thank you
to our contributors for this issue:

Gord Chipman
Jessica Dodd
John McClary

Nancy Pezel
Melissa Steidle
Tom Younger
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Commercial advertising space is offered to enterprises at the 
following rates:

Business Card (print or website) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $ 50.00
1/8 page	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $ 80.00
Quarter page	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $135.00
Half page	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $175.00
Full page	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $250.00
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WOODLOT PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
THE WOODLAND ALMANAC 
PO Box 23029 College Heights, Prince George BC V2N 6Z2

 

LOG PURCHASE TEAM 
Contact one of us for your sale of Sawlogs, Peelers, Pulp and Biomass 

CHETWYND Amanda Black 403-828-7540 
 
QUESNEL, Scott Turton 250-255-7342 
PRINCE GEORGE Greg Scott 250-983-3103  
MACKENZIE, Brian Inwood 250-991-9159 
FRASER LAKE,  
FORT ST. JAMES 
 
SMITHERS, HOUSTON  Chris DeHoog  250-847-6506 
HAZELTON, TERRACE,        
BURNS LAKE  
 
WILLIAMS LAKE, Rob Sutton 250-267-3086 
100 MILE HOUSE,     
KAMLOOPS,            
CLEARWATER 
 

                                                                                                             
 
  

For Sale
Woodlot W1428

Robson Valley
Prince George Forest District

Contact:

janeywks@gmail.com
brianmckirdy3@gmail.com

Ph: 250 566 4746


